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Lisa Magdalena.

Ex-Witness offers counselling service.  A former Jehovah's Witness, whose father was at the centre of the UK's first legal battle to give him a blood transfusion against his will, has set up an online counselling service from her Jevington home for those who want to leave the controversial religion.
Lisa Magdalena, who was brought up in a Jehovah's Witness family that made legal history, is working alongside www.exJW-reunited.co.uk members, giving personal counselling sessions.  In 1971, Lisa's father, Keith Playford, was at the centre of the UK's first legal battle to give a Jehovah's Witness a blood transfusion against their will.  Having suffered severe blood loss following an operation to remove his wisdom teeth, Mr Playford stuck determinedly to Jehovah's Witness teaching forbidding the taking of blood and refused a life-saving transfusion. 

Although the hospital concerned won a then unprecedented legal battle to force him to accept blood, it was too late, and he died anyway, leaving Lisa and her sister fatherless.  Now working as a holistic counsellor and living in Jevington, Lisa said, "The Jehovah's Witnesses saw my dad as a saint but I was just two years old when he died and lived a childhood robbed of the chance to really get to know him.  I never had a dad to be proud of me at school events, watch me graduate, walk down the aisle, see my daughters — his granddaughters — and hold my hand through my divorce and my battle with cancer. I know how difficult it can be for those who are thinking of leaving this religion, for those trying to re-establish their lives after leaving, having to deal with the confusion and countless other after-effects.   My childhood was racked with trauma and horror. It was an abusive, closed and a cold world to grow up in with no room for self-expression or freedom of thought.   Mine was a heavy, dogmatic and a fearful childhood."

Despite her father's death, Lisa was still required to go door-knocking locally to seek converts and recalls having doors slammed in her face as people yelled they would never listen to a JW 'because of what happened to that man who refused blood, leaving those little children', not realising they were slamming the door in the face of his daughter. At the age of 16, Lisa ran away from home and was shunned by her family.

"I had been told that everyone 'in the world,' ie not a Jehovah's Witness, was evil, a 'Satan lover'," said Lisa.
"I had been told that leaving the religion meant eternal death. Facing a new life without my family and living in fear of Armageddon was a horrific double blow, but I knew I couldn't go back to the religion."

Ironically after the birth of her second daughter, Lisa was diagnosed with cancer and underwent two years of gruelling chemotherapy, including a stem cell transplant and nine blood transfusions.  She is now training for a diploma in holistic counselling and a certificate in counselling skills. She also runs a private practice, teaches workshops and courses, is writing a book and works as a course director for the Holistic College of Eastbourne.

"Now, I see my life as a Jehovah's Witness was rooted in emotional blackmail and manipulation," said Lisa.   "I also see the same happening repeatedly with clients who are Jehovah's Witnesses, clients who are considering leaving and those who have already left.  My job now is to help them and others live life on their own terms, free from the interference of a dogmatic and, I believe, dangerous religion.  "I consider it a real privilege to be able to offer such people safe support and counselling via exJW-Reunited.co.uk. Significantly, I think I'm particularly well placed to help because people coming to me for counselling won't have to go explain how the Jehovah's Witnesses work, what they believe and so on.   Having had counselling myself I know this can be a time-consuming process and the issues can be difficult for some counsellors to get to grips with. Because I will already understand much of the background to their stories, I'll be able to meet people right where they are."

ANFIELD: alleged nepotism, greed, arrogance FALMOUTH in Cornwall (alleged elitism,cliques, lying, coverups) BLETCHLEY in Milton Keynes ---  BRADWELL CONGREGATION: Couple's faith tested.  MILES JERMY. 28 September 2006,  THEY were once devoted believers - but a husband and wife say their faith has been tested and their family torn apart after they were thrown out of the Jehovah's Witnesses.  Members of the Bradwell congregation - including their only child, a daughter - are now forbidden from speaking to David and Brenda Gibbons since they were forced to leave.  They were thrown out by a judicial committee at Great Yarmouth Kingdom Hall in July, after writing a letter containing personal criticism to another member of the congregation.

Declared “revilers”, people who speak ill of others, the decision to “disfellowship” the couple was upheld on appeal to the Jehovah's Witnesses' British branch in London.  They have not seen daughter Leah, 25, since being forced to leave the organisation.  Retired merchant seaman Mr Gibbons, 62, and Mrs Gibbons, 64, who suffers from rheumatoid arthritis, are devastated by the experience.

Mrs Gibbons told the Mercury: “It is heartbreaking that Leah is not allowed to speak to us because of a scriptural point of view.  “I do regret joining the Jehovah's Witnesses because then we would still have our daughter.  We were renowned for being a close family; to love a child who has died is bad, to lose a child who does not want to talk to you is quite heartbreaking.  “People need to know the consequences of stepping out of line - so many families have been split up and now we have lost a dear daughter.”

She added: “No religion should impose that on people, but there is very precise manipulation of the way believers think and feel.”  Jehovah's Witnesses are instructed to shun expelled members, who are allowed to attend services and receive spiritual guidance, but cannot be welcomed back into the congregation until they apologise for their actions.  Mr and Mrs Gibbons are adamant they have done nothing wrong and cannot return to the movement that was, until recently, central to their lives.  Mr Gibbons said: “The elders could have helped resolve the situation, but I believe they wanted me out because I was outspoken and this was an opportunity to remove me.  Our Christian brothers and sisters would like to speak to us, but are fearful of what action might be taken against them.

“We were loved by so many people, but now when they see us in the street they turn away The body of elders has created a climate of fear amid the congregation, which is divided into cliques.  Even if I had committed a crime I would expect my family's support, but Brenda and I have done nothing wrong and yet we are completely isolated.  What is the good of any religion that takes your daughter away from you and does what has been done to us.”  Mr Gibbons was stripped of his position as a ministerial servant in June; he and his wife had been worshipping with the Gorleston congregation until their expulsion.  Worshippers are not told why a member is removed and Mr Gibbons, who had managed the accounts at Bradwell Kingdom Hall, feared they would think he had been thrown out for stealing money. 

The last few months have been an ordeal for the couple after losing contact with a daughter they had been so close to and who encouraged them to join the Jehovah's Witnesses 14 years ago.  All they are left with now is memories of their time with Leah and a gallery of family photos at their home in Kingfisher Close.  Mr Gibbons added: “It was really Leah who got us into the church as she had a friend at school who was a Witness.  “Her father came round to visit us; we had a Bible study and joined after going along to worship for a year.

“We were renowned for being a close-knit family and well known for riding around together on a tandem cycle. We shared so many jokes and good times.  This is tearing us apart, we were always so full of fun, laughter and life but
now just do not feel whole anymore.”  The Gibbons' daughter, Leah, refused to talk to the Mercury when she was approached, and Trevor Gaskin, the presiding Jehovah's Witness also declined the comment.

CAMBS: alleged arrogance CARDIFF HILL: Alleged "Paedophiles in cardiff north road congregation" briefly discussed at http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/6/31782/1.ashx
CLEVEDON, SOMERSET:   

Wife: I stand by Jehovah pedophile!
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Loyal ... Joanne walks hand in hand with her pervert husband 


By ANTHONY FRANCE.  Crime Reporter.  September 17, 2007
 http://www.thesun.co.uk/article/0,,2-2007430080,00.html 


THE wife of vile Jehovah’s Witness pedophile Michael Porter vowed to stand by her man yesterday. Porter, 38, who abused a baby and 12 other young boys, was released by a soft judge last month.The Sun tracked him down to his new home, near where he strolled hand in hand with loyal wife Joanne. The couple mingled with shoppers — including children — in Edgware, North London.A family friend said: “Joanne says she married Michael for better or worse. 

“He is a changed man and she is proud to be seen out and about with him. Her love will save him.”

But a shocked mum who saw Porter out shopping said: “He should be swinging on the end of a rope, not walking the streets as a free man. He’s a disgrace.” Porter is still a Jehovah’s Witness and calls at the homes of local people unaware of his sick past to promote the faith.  Joanne’s loyalty mirrors that of the wife of disgraced actor Chris Langham who was jailed for ten months on Friday for possessing child porn.
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On the streets ... Porter strolls past mum and baby

 

A judge showed mercy after reading a moving letter from the star’s wife Chrissie, 54. Porter — a ministerial servant to Jehovah’s Witness church elders in Clevedon, Somerset — molested boys by putting his hands down their trousers in “playfights”. One victim was interfered with as he slept in bed while another woke to find Porter on top of him. He abused the boys — aged from 18 months to seven — when he was trusted to act as a babysitter, take kids camping and host sleepovers. Porter — supported in court by Joanne — carried out the attacks over a 14-year period in the 1980s and ’90s.   Judge Tom Crowther caused outrage when he spared him jail for 24 counts of indecent assault and gross indecency after hearing he had undergone therapy. 

He gave him a three-year community rehabilitation order at Bristol Crown Court, banned him from working with under-18s and put him on the sex offenders register.  The judge said “personal” issues in Porter’s childhood made his actions “understandable”. However, Porter’s own sister Tina Hughes, 40, branded the judge “rubbish” and disowned her brother.  She said: “He’s an evil monster with no soul. He’s not human. The fact he is flesh and blood is irrelevant to me. To me he is 6ft under. Dead.”  The Attorney General is considering whether to appeal against the sentence.

 

Pedophile freed despite multiple assaults.  August 23, 2007

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article2316396.ece 

A leading Jehovah's Witness who was branded an "evil monster" by his own sister was spared prison today, despite being convicted of 24 counts of indecent assault and gross indecency on children - one of which was committed on an 18-month-old baby.   Michael Porter, 38, of Barnet, north London, was handed a three-year community rehabilitation order despite having admitted to using his trusted position as a ministerial servant in the movement to indulge his habits as a pedophile.   At Bristol Crown Court, Judge Tom Crowther said he had opted not to jail him after hearing he had undergone therapy. As well as the community order, Porter was banned from working with anyone under the age of 18 and put on the Sex Offenders Register.   In a highly unusual move, however, Porter's sister Tina Hughes, 40, spoke out against the ruling, which she described as "ludicrous", and warned that her brother would commit further offences now he was back in society.
"He (Mr Porter) blamed his childhood for the attacks, which was a lie, but the judge ate it all up," Ms Hughes, from Clevedon, said.   "I just broke down in tears when the judge said he wasn’t going to jail. The whole courtroom went quiet. No-one could believe it.  I can’t believe the judge thinks he is safe to be allowed out on the streets. He won’t stop. There’s no justice for the victims. No closure. He had no right to leave that court room. He has lost nothing. He’s just not human. He’s an evil monster. He can’t have a soul." 
The court heard that Porter was a respected member of the Jehovah’s Witnesses in Portishead and Clevedon, when he committed his crimes.   Parents trusted him to look after their children, and Porter regularly babysat for youngsters, took them away on holidays and invited them for sleepovers at his home.   "He was in a very high position. Children loved him and parents worshipped him," Ms Hughes said. "They thought he was God’s son on earth. He was the last man they would ever suspect of doing something so horrific.  He abused dozens of children and even a baby. But he’s still free." 

Mr Porter's current Jehovah's Witness Church has stood by him despite confessing to his crimes, according to his sister. He is thought to be an elder at the Mill Hill Kingdom Hall, in Barnet, north London. **(Mill Hill is where Bethel is located)  Wayne Baker, a spokesman for Avon and Somerset police, said that it was "too early to say" whether the force would be appealing against the judgment. 

"There are a large number of victims to consider, many of whom just want to draw a line under the whole matter," he said.   The Crown Prosecution Service was not prepared to comment at this stage, but it is understood police officers were disappointed that only four victims were prepared to make statements against Porter. 
A source said: "One of the problems was that most of the victims were not prepared to make statements or give any kind of evidence. The offences took place a long time ago and most of them seemed keen to put it all behind them."   'Evil monster' spared jail term

 http://www.thesun.co.uk/article/0,,2-2007390280,00.html  http://silentlambs.org/BroPorter.htm
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By LUCY WATERLOW.  August 23, 2007.  A PREDATORY paedophile walked free from court today despite admitting carrying out a string of sex attacks on children.  Michael Porter, 38, used his trusted position as a ministerial servant in the Jehovah’s Witnesses to prey on young children in Clevedon, Somerset over a 14-year period.  

One of his victims was an 18-month-old baby.

Porter, of North London, pleaded guilty to 24 counts of indecent assault and gross indecency on children at Bristol Crown Court today.  But Judge Tom Crowther opted not to jail him and handed him a three-year community rehabilitation order after hearing he had undergone therapy.  Porter was also banned from working with anyone under the age of 18 and put on the Sex Offenders Register.  But the sentence provoked a fierce reaction from Porter’s own sister, who said the “ludicrous” punishment was an insult to his victims.  Tina Hughes, 40, from Clevedon, said: “I’m absolutely disgusted. I’m very, very angry. We thought he would get a sentence of at least 12 months.  I think the judge was absolutely pathetic. He just took my brother’s side completely and believed that all he needed was a bit more therapy and now realised he had done wrong.  He blamed his childhood for the attacks, which was a lie, but the judge ate it all up.  I just broke down in tears when the judge said he wasn’t going to jail. The whole courtroom went quiet. No-one could believe it.  I can’t believe the judge thinks he is safe to be allowed out on the streets. He won’t stop.  There’s no justice for the victims. No closure. He had no right to leave that court room.  He has a lovely life. He has a religion standing by him. He has lost nothing. He’s just not human. He’s an evil monster. He can’t have a soul.”

Avon and Somerset Police are thought to be considering appealing against today’s sentence. 

 

Man escapes jail for sex attacks

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/bristol/6960166.stm 
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A Jehovah's Witness has escaped a jail term after admitting a series of sexual assaults on children and adults in Clevedon.   Michael Porter, of Okehampton Close, north London, admitted 24 counts of indecent assault and gross indecency on 13 victims aged 18 months and older.   Among the individuals were others involved in the faith.   Judge Tom Crowther at Bristol Crown Court sentenced Porter to three years of community rehabilitation. 

The judge opted not to jail Porter after hearing he had undergone therapy and was a changed man. 

He was banned from working with anyone under the age of 18 and put on the Sex Offenders Register. 

But Porter's sister, Tina Hughes, said: "I am absolutely disgusted. He should not have walked free.  He has lost nothing. We have to tell the victims we have got no closure. He is an evil person. He is not human." 

Det Con Lisa Finch, of Avon and Somerset Police, said: "Many of the families involved have been completely traumatized. It has turned their lives upside down."   Avon and Somerset Police are thought to be considering appealing against the sentence.   Norman Brennan, founder of the Victims of Crime Trust, said: "If we're to reassure parents and send out a strong deterrent message to pedophiles, then those convicted should face prison sentences that both punish and deter others." 

The court was told that Porter, 38, carried out the assaults between 1986 and 2000. 
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Babysitting youngsters.  He was a respected member of the Jehovah's Witnesses in Portishead and Clevedon.  Parents trusted him to look after their children, and he regularly babysat for youngsters, took them away on holidays and invited them for sleepovers at his home. He finally admitted what he had done after one of his victims threatened to go the police.  Porter declined to comment as he left court with his wife. 

 

Paedophile walks free after string of sex attacks over 14 years.  Last updated at 15:55pm on 23rd August 2007 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=477301&in_page_id=1770 

Michael Porter pleaded guilty to 24 counts of indecent assault and gross indecency on children

A predatory pedophile has walked free from court after admitting carrying out a string of sex attacks on children.   Michael Porter, 38, used his trusted position as a ministerial servant in the Jehovah's Witnesses to prey on young children in Clevedon, Somerset over a 14-year period.  One of his victims was an 18-month-old baby.   Porter, of Okehampton Close, North London, pleaded guilty to 24 counts of indecent assault and gross indecency on children at Bristol Crown Court today.   But Judge Tom Crowther opted not to jail him and handed him a three-year community rehabilitation order after hearing he had undergone therapy.   Porter was also banned from working with anyone under the age of 18 and put on the Sex Offenders Register. 

 

But the sentence provoked a fierce reaction from Porter's own sister.   She said the "ludicrous" punishment was an insult to his victims.   Tina Hughes, 40, from Clevedon, said: "I'm absolutely disgusted. I'm very, very angry. We thought he would get a sentence of at least 12 months.   I think the judge was absolutely pathetic. He just took my brother's side completely and believed that all he needed was a bit more therapy and now realized he had done wrong."   She added: "He blamed his childhood for the attacks, which was a lie, but the judge ate it all up.  I just broke down in tears when the judge said he wasn't going to jail. The whole courtroom went quiet. No-one could believe it. I can't believe the judge thinks he is safe to be allowed out on the streets. He won't stop.  There's no justice for the victims. No closure. He had no right to leave that court room.  He has a lovely life. He has a religion standing by him. He has lost nothing. He's just not human. He's an evil monster. He can't have a soul."   Avon and Somerset Police are thought to be considering appealing against the sentence. 

 

'Monster' Pedophile Walks Free From Court 

 http://www.myfoxphilly.com/myfox/pages/News/Detail?contentId=4153572&version=1&locale=EN-US&layoutCode=TSTY&pageId=3.4.1 

Thursday, 23 Aug 2007, 3:00 PM EDT 08/23/2007  --   A pedophile whose sister has branded him a "monster" has walked free from court - despite admitting 24 sex abuse charges.  Michael Porter abused his position in the Jehovah's Witnesses to prey on young children in Somerset between 1986 and 2000.  One of the victims was 18 months old.  A judge at Bristol Crown Court decided not to jail the 38-year-old after hearing he had undergone therapy.  Instead he was given a three-year community rehabilitation order.  His own sister said the "ludicrous" punishment was an insult to his victims.  Tina Hughes, said: "I'm absolutely disgusted. I'm very, very angry. We thought he would get a sentence of at least 12 months. He's just not human. He's an evil monster. He can't have a soul."

Porter left the family's home in Somerset and moved to London in 2000 after his mother died and was later made an elder.

Worshippers in Mill Hill, Barnet, have stood by Porter despite confessing to his crimes, according to his sister.

"His religion is his full-time job. They're backing him and have not thrown him out. He'll still be in contact with children and be visiting houses door-to-door."  She said Porter was supported in court by his wife Joanne, with whom he now intends to start a family.  Avon and Somerset Police are thought to be considering appealing against the sentence.

 

Pedophile who abused baby walks free.   Jehovah's Witness guilty of abuses over 15 years.  Sister attacks 'ludicrous' rehabilitation order.  http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/article/0,,2155269,00.html 


Steven Morris. Friday August 24, 2007.  The Guardian  A predatory paedophile walked free from court yesterday after admitting a string of sex attacks on children, including an 18-month-old baby.  Michael Porter, 38, used his trusted position as a prominent Jehovah's Witness to prey on youngsters, many of them children of members of the church.  A respected member of the church in Somerset, Porter regularly babysat for youngsters, took them on holiday and invited them for sleepovers at his home.  He pleaded guilty to 24 counts of indecent assault and gross indecency over 15 years. But at Bristol crown court Judge Tom Crowther handed him a three-year community rehabilitation order after hearing he had undergone therapy.  The sentence provoked a fierce reaction from Porter's sister, who said the "ludicrous" punishment was an insult to his victims.  Tina Hughes, 40, said: "I'm absolutely disgusted. I'm very, very angry. I think the judge was absolutely pathetic. He just took my brother's side completely and believed that all he needed was a bit more therapy and now realized he had done wrong.  "He blamed his childhood for the attacks, which was a lie, but the judge ate it all up. I just broke down in tears when the judge said he wasn't going to jail. The whole courtroom went quiet. No one could believe it.

"I can't believe the judge thinks he is safe to be allowed out on the streets. He won't stop. There's no justice for the victims. No closure. He had no right to leave that courtroom.  "He has a lovely life. He has a religion standing by him. He has lost nothing. He's just not human. He's an evil monster. He can't have a soul.  "He was in a very high position. Children loved him and parents worshipped him. They thought he was God's son on earth. He was the last man they would ever suspect of doing something so horrific. He abused dozens of children and even a baby. But he's still free."

Porter was a member of the Jehovah's Witnesses in Portishead and Clevedon. He left the family home in Clevedon and moved to Mill Hill in London in 2000 after his mother died. Porter, who was supported in court by his wife, Joanne, confessed after one of his victims threatened to go to the police.  The church said yesterday it would support him. But it denied claims by Porter's sister that he would continue to come into contact with children through his religion and visit families.  A spokesman said: "He will be carefully supervised."

The Labour MP Dan Norris, a former child protection officer, said the decision would underline public perception that judges were "out of touch".  He said: "It's deeply disturbing that a man that has committed serious offences against children has avoided prison. This judge's decision will reinforce the public view that child sex offenders are treated far too lightly and that our judges are out of touch with the concerns of ordinary people."

The prosecution is believed to be considering an appeal against the sentence.  A catalyst for campaigns to increase jail terms for pedophiles was the case of Craig Sweeney, who kidnapped and sexually assaulted a three-year-old girl. At his sentencing in June last year he was told he could apply for parole just five years into his life sentence. The then home secretary John Reid provoked controversy when he suggested the sentence given was too lenient.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

 Church pedophile walks free.  Weston & Somerset Mercury, UK - 39 minutes ago Aug 29 2007.  An elder in the Jehovah's Witness church who sexually assaulted a baby and a toddler will never be safe on the streets said his Clevedon sister as he walked.  An elder in the Jehovah's Witness church who sexually assaulted a baby and a toddler will never be safe on the streets said his Clevedon sister as he walked free from court.  Michael Frederick Porter molested 13 victims in North Somerset.   The married church elder, who grew up in Portishead, groped boys as they slept in bed or took advantage of tiny children as he babysat them.  The 38-year-old, of Friern Barnet, London, was only brought to book after he was reported to the elders of the Jehovah's Witness church in Portishead.  Porter then made a full confession to his own church group in London.

He admitted three charges of committing an act of gross indecency and 22 charges of indecent assault and was handed a three-year community rehabilitation order and a Sexual Offences Prevention Order stopping him from having unsupervised contact with children under the age of 18 and living or sleeping at an address where there are children under 18, until further order.  However his sentence outraged his sister, 40-year-old Tina Hughes, from Churchill Avenue, Clevedon.  Following the hearing at Bristol Crown Court she said she was 'absolutely distraught' for all her brother's victims and the fact he 'walked'.  "He has gone back to London and left us to pick up the pieces. He hasn't lost anything. He hasn't even lost his wife. He hasn't been affected in any way. He can go away and pretend nothing has happened because he doesn't have to live here.

"He is who he is, a paedophile. He will never be safe on the streets."

Robert Davies, prosecuting, said not all Porter's victims were aware they had been abused, including an 18-month-old baby and a three-year-old boy.  He said the sex attacks happened in the 1980s and 1990s. One victim was repeatedly molested as he slept in bed and woke once to find the defendant on top of him.  Mr Davies said the last victims Porter interfered with were aged just five and seven.  Telling how the paedophile was forced to confess his sins, Mr Davies said one victim reported him to the elders at the Jehovah's Witness church in Portishead where Porter's family were said to be members.  "Michael Porter was entirely apologetic for what he had done and said he would speak to his elders. He sent his order a text message to say others had been involved (victims).

"He arranged to make a confession to them. He was advised sensibly to go to the police," said Mr Davies.  He said the defendant handed himself in to police in Weston-super-Mare last October and confessed.  Tabitha Macfarlane, defending, said her client knew he had destroyed and injured people's lives.  "Any show of public hatred towards him he understands," she said.  She added: "But for his admissions, his incredibly full and frank admissions, the matter would not be before the court today."

Sentencing Porter, Judge Thomas Crowther QC said: "This is a case which in my experience is exceptional, in a sense historic and revealed by you in unusual circumstances which I am sure are linked with the faith by which you now run your life.  "I'm satisfied, having the advantage of a number of reports as to your early background, that the reasons for your behaving as you did are complex and personal and reveal that you were subject to pressures which make it understandable that you should have acted as you did in this case.

"What's important, in terms of sentence, to realise is that you had changed your life before there was any question of these matters being revealed and I'm as satisfied as I can be, whereas in some circumstances punishment by way of imprisonment is inevitable, this is not one of those, and the proper sentence is a community rehabilitation order. 

http://www.thewestonmercury.co.uk/content/twm/news/story.aspx?brand=Westonmercury&category=news&tBrand=westonmercury&tCategory=znews&itemid=WeED29%20Aug%202007%2012%3A49%3A48%3A470
Pedophile freed in 'horrific' verdict.  By Rebecca Lowe.  http://www.thisishertfordshire.co.uk/news/roundup/display.var.1657936.0.paedophile_freed_in_horrific_verdict.php  A pedophile who committed a string of sex attacks against children as young as 18 months old was spared jail last week, prompting a torrent of criticism over the leniency of his sentence.  Michael Porter, 38, of Okehampton Close, North Finchley, walked free from Bristol Crown Court last week, despite admitting three charges of gross indecency and 22 charges of indecent assault.

Judge Thomas Crowther QC decided that 'complex' issues in Porter's childhood made his actions 'understandable' and sentenced him to a three-year community rehabilitation order.  He was also handed a Sexual Offences Prevention Order, banning unsupervised contact with children under 18 and living or sleeping at an address where there are children.  Judge Crowther said: "What's important to realize is that you had changed your life before there was any question of these matters being revealed and I'm as satisfied as I can be."

The Attorney General is considering appealing the ruling, which also sparked anger from Porter's victims, child welfare groups and his own sister, Tina Hughes.  Ms Hughes, 40, of Clevedon, near Bristol, said: "He hasn't lost anything. He hasn't even lost his wife. He hasn't been affected in any way. He can go away and pretend nothing has happened because he doesn't have to live here.  "Nothing happened to him as a child. He was the angel of all the family. He is who he is, a pedophile. He will never be safe on the streets."  Michele Elliott, of charity Kidscape, said the sentence was an 'appalling, horrific decision'.

She added: "If ever there was a man who deserved to be in prison, it's this man. He will be a continued danger to children for the rest of his life. I hope the judge can sleep at night."  Porter carried out his attacks between 1986 and 2000, groping boys as they slept in bed and taking advantage of children as he babysat them.  He handed himself in to police in Weston-super-Mare, Somerset, last October, after one victim went to leaders of the Portishead Jehovah's Witness church, where he and his family were members.

Robert Davies, prosecuting, said some of the victims were unaware they had been abused, including an 18-month-old baby and a three-year-old boy.  This week, leaders of the Jehovah's Witness church refuted widespread claims that the church was standing by the pedophile.  Jehovah's Witness spokesman Tony Brace, based at the church's national headquarters at The Ridgeway, Mill Hill, said: "Anyone who has been convicted of this type of offence would be removed from office immediately. He would neither be allowed to be an elder nor a charity trustee.  "Of course, he could attend as a member of the public, but the elders of that particular church would keep a strict eye on him."

Peter Bell, presiding overseer of Jehovah's Witness centre, at Kingdom Hall, East Barnet Road, denied media reports that Porter had ever been an elder there. He said: "The courts misreported the facts. Porter has never been an elder here and never will be. He will not be an elder anywhere.  "He was removed from the church in November as soon as his actions were known. We have a strict protocol that anytime something like this happens, we direct them to go immediately to the police, which is what he did."

CROESERW near Maesteg Jehovah's Witness climbed into bed with boy Mar 13 2004 Jehovah's Witness Anthony Gibbs (36) who carried out a sex attack on an 11-year-old schoolboy at the home of a fellow churchgoer after being rejected by a woman during a night out. Prosecutor Roger Griffiths said "Gibbs said he had become known to the family because they regularly attended the church.  "But on the night he met them by chance in a pub - they were all there with friends who were Jehovah's Witnesses. "He then returned to their home to stay the night."  Cardiff Crown Court heard Gibbs woke the boy up and the youngster ran to his mother, frightened of Anthony because he had been touching him.  Gibbs admitted what he had done to police; said 'Maybe it's because lately I haven't found a girlfriend and was looking for a substitute'."  Gibbs said he had been getting on with a girl earlier in the evening and seemed to suggest he was pretending the boy was that girl when he touched him.  Peter Davies, defending, said it was an isolated incident. Judge David Aubrey QC sentenced Gibbs to a 3-year community rehabilitation order and ordered him to register as a sex offender 5 years. Mar 13, 2004 Western Messenger (Wales) * http://icwales.icnetwork.co.uk/0100news/0200wales/content_objectid=14047838_method=full_siteid=50082_headline=-Jehovah-s-Witness-climbed-into-bed-with-son-of-fellow-church-goers-name_page.html discussed at http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/8/68287/1.ashx
DERBYSHIRE: ThisIsDerbyshire.co.uk News - April 30th 2001: OAP made threats before raping girl.  This history from the newspaper This Is Darbyshire shows how horrible the JW children are brought up. It's a guilt-trip nobody can believe!  by Mark Prissell. A 72 year old man raped a teenage girl after threatening to "crush her neck" if she resisted, a court heard. Father-of-two Edward Reitzer, of Hillcrest Road, Chaddesden, had subjected the girl to months of sexual abuse before raping her, Derby Crown Court was told yesterday.  The girl, who wept while giving evidence, said that grey-haired Reitzer vowed to tell everyone it was her fault if she did not submit.  The girl is a devout Jehovah's Witness and she feared being banished from her church and losing her friends if Reitzer's allegations were believed. Reitzer, who uses a walking cane, is alleged to have indecently assaulted the girl between September, 1995, and November, 1996, when she was aged 14 and 15. The prosecution said that Reitzer he raped the girl between November, 1996, and July, 1998, after she had turned 16. 

While giving evidence, the girl, who cannot be named for legal reasons, said Reitzer had touched her and frequently got her to perform sex acts on him before committing the rapes. She said that the threats gradually got worse and he threatened to shoot her cat and take her computer away if she did not continue doing what he wanted. The girl told the court that Reitzer had guns in his bedroom and had claimed that he had shot someone at point-blank range. She said: "I didn't know what to do. I didn't see that I had a choice. I didn't want anyone to know." The girl said Reitzer then wanted to have full sex when she turned 16. She told the court that he vowed to crush her neck with his bare hands if she did not do what he wanted or made him upset.

She said: "I said it wasn't right. He said that, in God's eyes, we were already married." Reitzer also threatened to "put it in the papers" that she wanted and instigated sex with him.  She said that, as a Jehovah's Witnesses, sex was banned before marriage.  She feared this would mean that, if her fellow church members thought she had instigated sex, they would not be allowed to talk to her.  The girl told the court that Reitzer did not wear a condom the first time she was raped.  The attack happened when she was a virgin. Reitzer denies three charges of indecent assault and four of rape.  Adrian Reynolds, prosecuting, told the court that the girl said there were more than seven incidents of sexual behaviour between her and Reitzer.  The trial continues. (article in the Silentlambs.com file)

ECKINGTON (AND TEWKSBURY); also see under GLOUCESTERSHIRE: My torment at the hands of evil foster mother
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	Alloma Gilbert, who suffered at the hands of evil Eunice Spry.


ONE year ago this month, evil foster mum Eunice Spry was sentenced to 14 years in prison for her unspeakable cruelty to the children in her care in a case that sent shockwaves through the communities of Eckington and Tewkesbury, where she had lived.
Now, for the first time, one of those children has broken her silence. Alloma Gilbert has waived her right to anonymity to reveal in detail in a book how she and the other children suffered at her hands.

Deliver Me From Evil is not an easy read. It poses disturbing questions for all of those who have responsibility for children, and even more for those who knew Spry during her 10-year reign of terror.

Alloma was first delivered into the hands of her tormentor as a toddler. Following an operation on a cleft palate, which took around a month to recover from, her own mother fell ill.

"The authorities believed my dad and elderly nan would not be able to cope with my particular needs, especially with mum recovering from her own surgery," she writes.

"Gloucestershire social services decided, therefore, that foster care was needed for me. They had a carer on their books who seemed perfect for the job: Eunice Spry.

"When I think of my mum and dad at this time it's as a kind of Hansel and Gretel, lost in the dark and bewildering woods of parenthood, unable to find their way.

"Along comes Eunice, then about 42 years old, no doubt looking kindly and respectable in sensible clothes, a mother-of-two and seemingly full of common sense. Maybe her strait-laced religious nature - she was a devout Jehovah's Witness at the time - made her seem particularly reassuring."
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	EVIL: Eunice Spry


That time, Alloma stayed with Spry for about a month in her home in George Dowty Drive, Tewkesbury.  By the time she was six, Gilbert's parents' life had become ever more chaotic and a chance meeting between her grandmother and Spry's daughter Judith brought the two of them back into contact. Spry had already adopted two children, Charlotte and Sarah.

Visits to Spry's home loosened her remaining ties with her parents and weekends were spent with Spry and the other children in Tewkesbury, far enough removed from her Cheltenham home for Spry to feel comfortable that she would not be interrupted.  Two baby boys - Thomas and Robert - were added as Spry worked to separate Alloma from her parents.  She writes: "One day we were in the kitchen clearing up the dishes after a meal when Eunice sudenly blurted out, Of course, your parents are big drug addicts. They're hopeless people. You do know that, don't you?' 

"The age of eight became a milestone for me because it was at this age that Eunice actually succeeded in cutting me off from my parents."  The beatings and other bizarre punishments inflicted on Alloma and other children are described in detail but in a matter-of-fact style that makes them even more chilling.  She reveals how she and the others had their "mouths washed out" as Spry squirted washing-up liquid or shampoo down their throats. On occasion, this led to vomiting, which the unfortunate child was then forced to eat.

Beatings were usually to the soles of the feet where any bruising was likely to be hidden from view.  Alloma believes that there were times when outside agencies did express concern. "It was just that no one did enough to ensure it was investigated," she said.  Alloma now lives in Bristol with her own baby daughter and has a steady boyfriend.  She has survived, but who knows how long it will take for the scars to heal.  l Deliver Me From Evil, by Alloma Gilbert, is published by Pan Books, price £6.99. http://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/wnnewslatest/display.var.2098921.0.my_torment_at_the_hands_of_evil_foster_mother.php
Foster mother jailed for 'horrifying' cruelty and sadism http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=443589&in_page_id=1770
Last updated at 17:52pm on 19th April 2007.  A foster mother who subjected three children in her care to a "horrifying catalogue of cruel and sadistic treatment" has been jailed for 14 years. 

Eunice Spry, 62, routinely beat, abused and starved the vulnerable youngsters over a 19-year period. 
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The devout Jehovah's Witness forced sticks down their throats and made them eat their own vomit and rat excrement.   As punishment for misbehaving, she would beat them on the soles of their feet and force them to drink washing-up liquid and bleach.   She even confined one girl to a wheelchair for three years after a car crash in a cynical bid to maximise compensation for the accident.   Spry staunchly denied all the claims made against her and insisted the only physical punishment she ever used was "a smack on the bottom".   But a jury at Bristol Crown Court convicted her of 26 charges, ranging from unlawful wounding, cruelty to a person under 16, assault occasioning actual bodily harm, perverting the course of justice and witness intimidation.  Judge Simon Darwall-Smith told Spry that this was the worst case he had come across in 40 years in law. 

He told her: "Frankly, it's difficult for anyone to understand how any human being could have even contemplated what you did, let alone with the regularity and premeditation you employed."   During the four-week trial the jury heard harrowing evidence of how Spry subjected the children to a regime of abuse.  The three victims, known as Victim A, B and C, all gave evidence describing how their daily routines were punctuated by random acts of bizarre and sadistic violence at the hands of their foster mother.  Victim A told the court how she was confined to a wheelchair by Spry for over three years, after being injured in a car crash in 2000.  Spry had tried to stop her from trying to walk again, in a cynical bid to maximise the compensation payout she could get from insurers. 
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Face injuries of Victim A.  The child's hand has been rubbed raw with sandpaper.  They called it home: Spry's foster children lived in squalor, with little in the way of comforts

The woman, now aged 21, eventually fled from her foster mother and walked on the very same day. Victim B, also 21, told how her foster mother would pull her hair and shove her face in her pet dog's faeces as punishment.  Victim C, now 18, described how his foster mother held his hand down on a hot electric hob until it was left looking like a "gooey mess".   He said he had been force-fed so much washing up liquid by Spry that he could now differentiate between the brands on taste alone.  They were made to eat lard and if they were sick, would be forced to eat what they had thrown up.  Spry would regularly beat the children on the soles of the feet with a "variety of sticks.”

They would be "punched kicked and strangled", and if they cried the sticks would be forced down their throats.   The offences took place in two of Spry's homes in Gloucestershire between 1986 and 2005.  The abuse was finally discovered after another Jehovah's Witness secretly confronted Victim A about marks to her head caused when Spry rubbed sandpaper over her face.   Victim A plucked up the courage to report her foster mother to the police who quickly interviewed Victim B and C. 
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The bedrooms in which Eunice Spry's foster children slept were strewn with rubbish.
Spry was able to conceal her alleged reign of abuse as the children were home-taught and not sent to school.   She also covered her tracks by forbidding them to be examined on their own by doctors or dentists.   Spry maintained her innocence throughout police interviews and during the subsequent trial.  Labour MP Dan Norris, a former child protection worker, welcomed today's sentencing.   The MP for Wansdyke said: "I am very glad that the judge has seen the seriousness of this crime in his sentencing. I believe she has been able to fool everyone in our society for more than 20 years so I am glad she has not fooled the jury or the judge in this tragic case of horrendous cruelty." 

Nigel Mitchell, defending, said that despite the brutality and pain Spry had inflicted on the three children, there had been genuine moments of happiness and love shown towards them. "In amongst the periods of unpleasantness and violence, there were also periods of happiness. Your Honour will recall long canal trips on the barge, trips to Florida, the Florida Keys, Disney, matters of that sort interspersed with these other matters that we are all too familiar with." 

Mr Mitchell also revealed that Spry had needed protection in prison following her convictions and it was a "particularly unpleasant" place for her.  Spry remained impassive as the judge sentenced her to 14 years.   He also ordered her to pay costs of £80,000, which he said would inevitably mean she would have to sell at least one of her two properties in Gloucestershire.  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=443589&in_page_id=1770  Also see http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/gloucestershire/6449313.stm  http://www.religionnewsblog.com/20441/eunice-spry-4 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/gloucestershire/6469849.stm
FORT WILLIAM in Scotland: alleged a man was presumptuously disfellowshipped when a trawler he sold sank claiming lives until case won on appeal FENNY STRATFORD: overlording, later burnt down HANWORTH: Eric James Richardson (JW, 53) of Nottingham got 12 years prison at Isleworth Crown Court for 6 counts of rape and one of indecent assault on a young girl in Hanworth. http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/8/56482/1.ashx  (Writer Emily Manson in the Richmond and Twickenham Times of August 1, 2003: emanson@london.newsquest.co.uk) HEATON in Newcastle friendly

GLOUCESTER:
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  Killer West has found God.  Published: 26 Dec 2007 .http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/article619953.ece  HOUSE of Horrors monster Rose West has “found God” and joined the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Sun can reveal.  The killer, 53, keeps a Bible in her cell after being converted by visitor Bill Hequet, in his 50s. West has registered her religion – which welcomes “those who repent” – at Bronzefield Prison in Ashfield, Middx. She is serving ten life terms for murdering girls at 25 Cromwell Street, Gloucester, with husband Fred, 53, who killed himself. 
HAMPSHIRE: http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/6/11218/1.ashx
	Englishman
	Re: Bonham, Texas
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Supreme One
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United Kingdom, England, Somerset
	Amazing, 

I believe that there have been other breakaway congregations besides Bonham. A case in point was the Bishops Waltham congregation in Hampshire, England. Although details were hushed up, the whole congregation was dismantled and the publishers split between Fareham, Tichfield and some congregations in Southampton to dilute the impact. Publishers were told that continuing to attend meetings in Bishops Waltham would result in their DF'ing. There was no KH issue as the congregation were hiring a meeting hall. 


..... fanaticism masquerading beneath a cloak of reasoned logic.

	IP: XlTjU/77oKFsarO2
	
	


SEE ALSO THE “EUNICE SPRY” STORY UNDER  ECKINGTON (AND TEWKSBURY).
HEREFORD: Bible rants of 'mad' cannibal.  By ANDREW PARKER.  December 16, 2006.  AN immigrant was suffering from a mental illness when he carried out a horrific cannibal attack on a pensioner, a court heard yesterday.   Jehovah’s Witness Jan Ometak, 27, bit off part of Doug Morgan’s right thumb and swallowed it while laughing hysterically. He also tore chunks out of the 76-year-old’s face.   He had earlier been seen nearby carrying a Bible and ranting at lamp-posts and trees.  Slovakian Ometak had also crept into neighbour Dawn Wood’s house and shouted at her “in tongues” for nearly an hour before a male friend ordered him out.  Dawn, 26, married to husband Daniel, was three months pregnant and lost her baby. She has blamed the terror caused by Ometak for the miscarriage.  Ometak had attacked Doug at his home in Hereford last July after leaping throgh an open window as the pensioner and his wife Valerie were going to bed. The chicken factory worker — who was being monitored for depression by his GP — was arrested at the house after Valerie dialled 999.  Yesterday Ometak pleaded not guilty to attempted murder.  Peter Cooke, defending, told Worcester Crown Court he would be asking a jury to return a not guilty verdict by reason of insanity.  Judge Alistair McCreath said: “His plea is not a denial of the event.” Ometak will face trial next year. He was remanded in custody. http://www.thesun.co.uk/article/0,,2-2006580338,00.html  Also posted at http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/6/125908/2227593/post.ashx#2227593 !

IPSWICH: Evening Star U.K. Newspaper - October 9th 2002:  http://www.eveningstar.co.uk/content/news/NewsStory.asp?Brand=ESTOnline&Category=News&ItemId=IPED09+Oct+2002+07%3A02%3A05%3A787Man denies sex assault on girls. October 9, 2002 08:15.  A SENIOR member of the Jehovah's Witness congregation in Ipswich indecently assaulted two schoolgirls, a court heard.   John Pickrell, 48, of Cedarcroft Road, Ipswich, has denied four offences of indecent assault on one of the girls and three offences in relation to the other.   Ipswich Crown Court was told yesterday one of the girls was aged between eight and 13 and the second was aged between 11 and 13 at the time of the alleged offences, some of which were said to have happened more than 20 years ago.   John Butcher, prosecuting, said Pickrell had been an elder in the Jehovah's Witness congregations at either the Kingdom Hall in Cavendish Street, Ipswich, or at Westbourne in Ipswich at the time.   He claimed Pickrell had kissed the first girl on the lips and put his tongue in her mouth and had indecently assaulted her on other occasions.   The victim had kept the alleged incident to herself until she told her husband about them in December last year.   Mr Butcher claimed Pickrell had also kissed the other girl, licked her hair and kissed her feet and toes.   Pickrell denied acting indecently towards the girls or indecently assaulting either of them. He admitted kissing one of them on the lips and tickling her bottom while giving her a piggyback, but said that had been an innocent display of affection. The trial continues.  

LANCASHIRE: Ex-JW: Michelle Atkin  MichelleAktin68@hotmail.com
LEICESTER: "i'm sure there must be something in the air in Leicester.  although i dont think this has been in the news yet, i've heard from a good source that a JW woman from Leicester has committed suicide by jumping off a bridge.  she is the 2nd JW woman to top herself by jumping off a bridge in Leicester in the past 2 years."   http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/6/70590/1.ashx
Norma Kissoon, Jehovah's Witness, died after she refused a blood transfusion which could have saved her life at the Leicester Royal Infirmary. She had lived at Braunstone Town, had undergone an angiogram at Glenfield Hospital showed no trace of heart disease but triggered internal bleeding. nsultant Dr James Reid said a senior house officer spoke to her about a blood transfusion. He said: "We were aware she was a Jehovah's Witness and he said without a blood transfusion there was a risk of death. She was clear she did not want it even it if was life-saving. I think it is more likely she would have survived had she allowed a blood transfusion or clotting agents to be given. "The issue was discussed by four doctors and the surgical team." Doctors fought to save her. A post-mortem examination found blood loss caused her death. Consultant vascular surgeon Professor Peter Bell said "A blood transfusion at almost any stage in this treatment would, on the balance of probabilities, have saved her life. Deputy coroner was Peter Ward. A spokeswoman for the General Medical Council said "Our guidance on consent means the fact that the lady was a competent adult entitles her to say no to any treatment."  Her husband Frederick attended the inquest but declined comment. http://www.watchtowerinformationservice.org/needle.htm Original writer Jennifer Sym November 7, 2002 *

A poster called dmouse noted April 28, 2004  that a “Nancy Hasha (sp?)” suicided at Leicester and her funeral would be Leicester Forest East congregation on April 29, 2004."   http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/allnews/page.cfm?objectid=12848625&method=full&siteid=50143

LEIGHTON BUZZARD: "A disabled couple flew to a suicide clinic in Switzerland to end their lives - after telling their family they were going on holiday.  Bob Stokes, 60, and his 55-year-old wife Jennie, who have two grown-up children, took lethal doses of drugs the day after arriving.The couple, who lived in a residential home in Leighton Buzzard, Beds, went to the Dignitas clinic in Switzerland because voluntary euthanasia is legal there under a 1941 law, but illegal in Britain…. A family friend said yesterday: "I'm absolutely devastated they felt so desperate to end their lives.  I'm also surprised because they were Jehovah's Witnesses and I don't think their church would have accepted their decision.  It must have been an incredibly difficult decision for them to make."  The couple's bodies have been flown home from Zurich and the coroner has been informed. Their funeral will take place tomorrow." This was posted as April 15, 2003 but the actual date was April 15, 2004. http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/allnews/page.cfm?objectid=12848625&method=full&siteid=50143

LLANDUDNO in Wales: alleged corruption/theft LONDON: Yvonne Leighton (28) died on/about 2-5-1993 refusing blood transfusions during post-birth surgery at Sunderland General Hospital, Tyne & Wear + (http://www.ajwrb.org)

LONDON:  http://www.religionnewsblog.com/2935-_Woman_bled_to_death_after_refusing_transfusion.html  Patience Edema, a Jehovah's Witness, 24, died 3 days after giving birth to her second daughter Oct 24, 2002, from complications after an emergency hysterectomy an operation to remove the womb. At an inquest into her death at Walthamstow Coroner's Court, coroner Elizabeth Stearns said Mrs Edema, of Grange Park Road, Leyton, died from "post-operative complications for which she refused medical intervention, namely, a blood transfusion." Mrs Edema, who was 7 1/2 months pregnant and had suffered two previous miscarriages in Nigeria, had arrived at Whipps Cross for a routine appointment with her husband Omatseye.  The husband had also refused blood treatment for her and said "I am now left alone on a strange terrain to cater for my two daughters as a single parent. All my wife's ambitions and inspirations have been nipped in the bud. Can my life be the same again?" April 4, 2003 http://www.watchtowerinformationservice.org/edema.htm  Apr 3, 2003 in http://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/ *

Man died after religious beliefs delayed vital op. Waltham Forest Guardian/August 22, 2004 
By Charlie Stong.  A Jehovah's Witness who went into hospital for a simple hip replacement operation died after developing a lethal deep vein thrombosis (DVT), an inquest has heard.  Fifty-six-year-old Peter Lay, a retired window cleaner, was admitted to Whipps Cross University Hospital in October last year and underwent surgery which provided him with a new hip.  Complications developed and he would not take an emergency blood transfusion. Giving evidence last Thursday, consultant orthopaedic surgeon Thomas McAuliffe said Mr Lay's blood haemoglobin levels had dropped to almost half that of the average man after blood loss in the first operation. More at http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw195.html
Jehovah'S Witness Bleeds To Death After Giving Birth.  (London) The Daily Telegraph/February 5, 1993.  By Michael Smith.   A Jehovah’s witness bled to death after the birth of her second child because religious principles prevented her from having a transfusion.  Mrs. Yvonne Leighton, 28, and her husband, Gordon, had signed forms refusing hospital staff permission to give her blood.  Doctors had to stand by helplessly as she hemorrhaged during a simple operation for new mothers, 10 days after her son was born.   She died over a protracted period of several hours as Mr. Leighton and other relatives waited by her bedside at Sunderland General Hospital, Tyne and Wear.  A hospital spokesman said: "She was conscious for most of the time, but she refused to have a transfusion. She was given blood alternatives, but when you are suffering that much, you need blood. She was prepared to do anything but have a blood transfusion."  Her fellow Jehovah's Witnesses were so anxious to ensure that the hospital staff complied with her wishes that a legal representative was sent to the hospital to ensure the transfusion was not carried out.

The hospital spokesman added: "It was heartbreaking, not only for the woman's family, but for the doctors and nurses."   Mr. Leighton's brother said last night: "The whole family is very distressed. We are all Jehovah's Witnesses. My brother has been comforted by ministers of the church since his wife died."  Mr. Leighton was being comforted by relatives at this home in Washington, Tyne and Wear.

One said: "Gordon has just lost his wife, he's been left to look after a tiny baby on his own. He is totally distraught. He doesn't know what to do. His life has been shattered."   Mr. Ray Varty, a Jehovah's Witness, and a close friend of Mr. and Mrs. Leighton, said last night,: "She was a very loving woman who will be deeply missed."  Jehovah's Witnesses are forbidden to allow any form of human or animal blood into their bodies. A spokesman at their London headquarters said last night that the Bible "repeatedly instructs people not to take blood into their body."

"It's not that we decline medical treatment. We believe strongly in medicine. We don't have a death wish."  Mrs. Leighton, who also has a six-year-old daughter, Rachel, went into the hospital on Wednesday for the operation known as dilation and curettage. It involves scrapping away the lining of the womb and is commonly carried out to treat or diagnose the cause of heavy menstrual bleeding.

The hospital spokesman said: "It's very simple and done every day. The consequences of not having a blood transfusion were explained to her and her family on three occasions."   "The anesthetist was continually trying to get her to change her mind. The medical team were distraught.  "A full medical team were present throughout her treatment and all possible steps were taken to save her - bearing in mind the wishes of her and her family.  "It is a very difficult situation for medical staff. But if they were to give the transfusion they would have been breaking the law and open to a charge of criminal assault."  "We offer our sympathy to the family, but this incident will stay with the staff for the rest of their lives."  http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw79.html
MAINDY in Wales: ---  MANCHESTER's Irlam alleged scandals, wierd happenings.  Beverley Matthews, 33, of Stockport, Greater Manchester (England) died refusing a blood transfusion.  She had had toxic shock syndrome when taken to Stepping Hill hospital with chronic sickness and diarrhoea.  She would have had an estimated 30% chance of survival had she taken the transfusion.  She is survived by a 4 year old son, Jake, and her husband Ian of Bredbury, Stockport.  Her family had been JWs for 25 years, but it is believed her husband did not share her beliefs.  Philip Lewis said for the hospital that it was hoped that a transfusion would have bought her more time for treatment to have saved her life.  Lewis had spoken with her father, brother and one of the visiting JW elders.  Her mother Marie Vernon said “I was seeking the truth, and this religion gave it to me.  She made the right deciscion, she was supposed to stick to her beliefs.  Beverly was a very loving girl.”  Derek Cassey, a JW spokesman said (claimed) JWs seek top medical treatment for their families but their refusal to use blood is Bible based.  Last year Ewan Opperman, a 19 year old JW from South Africa survived a kidney transplant at Saint James in Leeds after an operation using plasma and his own recycled blood.  Bloodless surgery increases risk of death 35-40% but a transfusion had been Mrs. Matthew’s only alternative. (summarized and translated from a Spanish article in the January 20, 2000 issue of The Guardian.  The original writer was Helen Carter. http://www.geocities.com/tjqaa/jake.html http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw34.html  The heading in Spanish was Testigo de Jehová muere tras rechazar una transfusión meaning “Jehovah’s Witness dies after refusing a transfusion) +

MERTHYR MERTHYR TYDFIL: Jehovah's Witness Ian David Webb (30), from Merthyr Tydfil, who was jailed for four years for forcing an 11-year- old girl to carry out sex acts has had his sentence almost doubled at the Court of Appeal. Webb had been jailed at Cardiff Crown Court in July 2003, but Attorney General Lord Goldsmith QC challenged the sentence as 'unduly lenient' and Lord Chief Justice, Lord Woolf, increased his sentence from 4 to 7 years. Webb from Troedyrhiw in the south Wales valleys, was convicted at Cardiff Crown Court in July of three indecent assaults, attempted rape and indecency with a child. Addressing the Court of Appeal on behalf of the attorney general, Simon Denison said Webb picked on an "emotionally vulnerable" girl and made her feel "isolated" before abusing her. His attacks against her worsened until he attempted to rape her in the late-1990s when she was 11. She did not until a teen when she saw him with other children for whom she feared then went to the police. By pleading not guilty, observed the appeal court judge, Webb added to her ordeal by having to testify against him in court.Lord Woolf added that except for "double jeopardy" he would have given Webb 9 years as the victim was deeply scarred and said he "ruined her life". http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/3304271.stm

MILTON KEYNES -- NOTTINGHAM: Jehovah's Witness Brent Bond (24) had his life saved after suffering gash with massive bleeding by renouncing anti-blood transfusion about 6-9-2000 +

http://www.ajwrb.org http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw38.html OXFORD: UK - OXFORD: in 1994 doctors at John Radcliffe hospital described in the British Medical Journal an unnamed JW man dying after refusing medical treatment by blood transfusion. + (Independent 3-2-02; http://www.ajwrb.org) PETERHEAD: marking St Ives STOCKPORT in greater Manchester: January 2000 Beverly Matthews (33) resident in Bredbury died at Stepping Hill hospital after refusing emergency blood transfusion leaving son Ian & husband then JW spokesman Derek Casey defended the anti-transfusion policy + (http://www.ajwrb.org) 
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Maxwell, Convicted Child Molester & Jehovah’s Witness Elder

MORECAMBE IN LANCASHIRE: Lancashire" News - March 19th 1999: Jail for Jehovah's Witness.  A MORECAMBE man has admitted indecently assaulting a young boy who was a member of his church.   Godfrey Bagnall, 57, of Arnside Crescent, Morecambe, was an elder and pioneer for the Jehovah's Witnesses. He admitted three charges of indecent assault on a boy starting at the age of eight. The court heard how the boy, now and adult, had turned to drugs "as a direct result of the abuse he sustained." Bagnall was "de-fellowshipped" from the religion after the boy complained but was later re-instated. Mr Stuart Denny, defending, said Bagnall and the boy had a good relationship which Bagnall had taken too far. The Judge, Mr Justice Newman, said: "He deserved better of you."  Bagnall was sentenced to nine months imprisonment for three counts of indecent assault and was placed on the sex offenders register for 10 years.

http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw116.html
NORFOLK: Step-dad was an evil bully
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	Tracey Edwards, Sangster's step-daughter. 


LORNA MARSH.  12 April 2008 10:03

A step father hid behind the façade of a respectable religious man to subject his children to a “sinister” regime of physical and psychological terror that was kept secret for 20 years.  William Sangster's stepdaughter Tracey Edwards spoke publicly for the first time of her suffering at the hands of the “evil bully”, who justified his abuse with passages from the Bible, and expressed her relief as he was jailed.  Sangster, 53, pleaded guilty to two counts of child cruelty against Tracey and her brother Dale Edwards carried out at their Norwich home and dating back to the early 1980s when he met their now estranged mother.

Norwich Crown Court yesterday heard how he carried out a reign of terror for more than five years including a series of bizarre and brutal punishments accompanied by forcing the two youngsters to recite Bible verses which he claimed justified their ordeal.  Will Carter, prosecuting, said Sangster, a Jehovah's Witness, now of The Maples, Dundee, Scotland, would make them stand arms outstretched with weights in their hands for long lengths of time and beat them with a heavy knife sharpener if they faltered.  The 20-stone man flushed Dale's head down the toilet, thumped him round the head and in the face so hard his nose bled, and forced him to stay in his room at their house in Jamieson Place for up to 24 hours without food.

Dale was not even allowed out to go to the toilet during these ordeals and had to use a plant pot. He also had to wear hot clothing in summer and was made to walk five miles to school.
Sangster made both the children, aged 11 and 12 at the start of his regime, do the washing up within a certain time and for every minute they went over the limit he would give them a beating. He also forced them to eat hot, spicy food without any drinks.  During one incident he blamed them for putting the wrong coins in the electricity meter, calling them back from their grandmother's. Neither child knew what they were meant to have done but he beat Dale to make him admit it then beat him more for supposedly lying.  But he always stopped at 40, claiming that was the maximum the Bible allowed.

The natural child that Sangster and the children's mother had together was not subjected to any of the suffering meted out to the two stepchildren, the court heard.  Mr Carter said: “One of the least pleasant aspects of this case was the physical combined with the emotional abuse.”  Michael Clare, mitigating, said that Sangster was in bad health and suffered conditions including arthritis and gout. He was also a full time carer for his wife who had recently had a heart attack.  He said that Sangster had decided to turn his life around in 1980 and turned to religion.  “He has been zealous indeed, some might say over zealous.”

Judge Paul Downes sent him to jail for three months, the limit recommended by a medical report.
He said: “What you did to these children was insidious and sinister… you were a big man and they were very little children and you were in a position of trust to look after them.  “It varied from extreme physical abuse… to a sinister controlling force. You must have made their lives very miserable.”  As Sangster was sent to jail Tracey wept and her natural father Dave Edwards said “yes”.  Afterwards Mr Edwards said Sangster had been “lucky” to get the three-month sentence but that he was pleased he had been imprisoned for putting his daughter through such an ordeal.

“He was a bully, a pure evil bully whose whole life was nothing but lies. I didn't know anything about any of it obviously because he created this fear within them but then things started coming out and I knew Dale and Tracey had to do something about it so they could move on with their lives.  “I felt absolutely awful when I found out what had been going on. He broke Dale's nose three times and his nose bleed so much that it went right through the pillow and to the mattress and he just left him there.”  Tracey, now 37, said: “It's just a relief and it means I can now look forward. There wasn't one thing that he did that stood out, it was all terrible. I don't know how a man could do that to children.”

NORTHWICK PARK HOSPITAL: Religious mother turned down life-saving treatment.  A mother died after refusing medical treatment involving blood products because of her religious beliefs, an inquest heard.  Jehovah's Witness Angela Jean Shipperley, 36, died on August 20 last year, 12 days after giving birth by caesarean section to a premature baby boy at Northwick Park Hospital.  Dangerous complications of pre-eclampsia, which had caused the early birth, set in after the delivery, which caused Mrs Shipperley to suffer fatally low levels of haemoglobin in her blood.  Advertisement     continued...
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Doctors told Hornsey Coroner's Court that treatment with plasma would have given her a "fighting chance" of survival.  Her husband, Alvin, of Pinner Green, Pinner Green, said he had given up his job as a computer programmer to look after his wife's 11-year-old daughter and the couple's young son.  The court heard that early in her pregnancy Mrs Shipperley had discussed her religion with consultant Sian Kerslake, and expressed her wish not to be treated with blood or blood products, whatever happened.

Mrs Shipperley, a civil servant, had suffered with pre-eclampsia during her first pregnancy and early signs of the condition led to her admission to hospital on August 5.  Three days later, the baby's heartbeat was not satisfactory, said Miss Kerslake. The only way to prevent potentially fatal pre-eclampsia was to deliver the baby, so Mrs Shipperley underwent an operation, giving birth to her 3lb6oz son at 33 weeks.  She developed a rare and dangerous complication, Help syndrome, which causes the body to destroy its own blood, but the mother signed a further directive on August 8 refusing treatment with blood or blood products.  Her haemoglobin level became very low: an average level is around 15, but on the day of her death hers was undetectable. Haemoglobin carries oxygen to the organs.  Miss Kerslake said: "Despite being told a blood transfusion could mean the difference between life or death, the patient refused a blood transfusion.  "She was an intelligent lady who understood the consequences of refusing the treatment."

As Mrs Shipperley's condition deteriorated, she developed more and more difficulties, including lung and liver problems, anaemia and swelling. Despite the very best efforts of the medical staff and advice from dieticians, liver specialists, and other experts, she suffered a cardiac arrest from which she could not be resuscitated.  Pathologist Dr Ashley Fegan-Earl gave the cause of death as a cardio-respiratory arrest due to multi-organ failure, and other complaints. The pregnancy was a contributory factor, since had she not been pregnant she would not have suffered pre-eclampsia.  Coroner Dr William Dolman recorded a narrative verdict that "Angela Shipperley died from the consequences of complex disease changes following pregnancy and caesarean section, having made the informed decision to refuse blood or blood products against medical advice."  He added: "Everyone has the freedom to accept or refuse assaults on their body. For a doctor to give treatment without consent is undoubtedly an assault.  "Mrs Shipperley made her wishes absolutely clear and the hospital abided with those wishes." 2:24pm Tuesday 11th May 2004.  http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw189.html http://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/topstories/display.var.488385.0.religious_mother_turned_down_lifesaving_treatment.php
NOTTINGHAM: Krystie (15) and her mother Molvia are Jehovah’s Witnesses.  Krystie found out via the internet that John Webb, a surgeon at Queens Medical Centre was willing to do bloodless surgery to overcome her curvature of the spinal which was from Friederich's Ataxia.  Although more dangerous than normal, the operation was successful.  More: http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw254.html
REAWLA: Jehovah's Witness Died After She Decline to Have Blood Transfusion.  The Cornishman/May 27, 2004.  A Jehovah's Witness from Reawla died from a ruptured spleen after declining a blood transfusion, an inquest in Truro heard.   The inquest was told that Fay Alyson Thompson "would have survived" if she had gone straight to Treliske Hospital rather than being taken to West Cornwall Hospital by ambulance paramedics.  More at: http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw193.html
SCOTLAND:  ExJW: EW Young; ewyoung@excite.com
WALES: ExJWs: Robert Crompton; Cardiff, South Wales, UK RCrom76105@aol.com
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Jehovah’s Witness Elder James Barratt being led to prison for child molestation; victim Gordon Grant

WARWICKSHIRE: An elder in the Jehovah’s Witness church has been jailed for child abuse.   James Barratt, 45, of Rugby, Warwickshire, a married man with two children, was found guilty of indecently assaulting two teenagers entrusted to him for Bible studies and counselling.  The court heard that Barratt, a church elder, had “systematically” abused two former members of his congregation over a 10-year period.   Warwick Crown Court heard that Barratt, a trusted friend of the boys’ families, had used Bible lessons and counselling sessions as an opportunity to indecently assault the teenagers.   Throughout the four-day trial Barratt maintained that he had tried to be a father figure to the boys.  Sentencing him, Judge James Pike said he had been entrusted with vulnerable young people. He was, he said, an arch-hypocrite.  Barratt was jailed for two years with 12 months suspended. He will be put on the sex offenders’ register for 10 years. 

Detective Inspector Jim Hill of Warwickshire Police: “I consider him to be an extremely dangerous individual. His approach to the victims was via the parents.  "Go straight to police and get it dealt with by people who are experienced.  “He formed a very strong bond with the families and clearly he has gone on to abuse that trust.” One of his victims, Gordon Grant, now 23 , said he had been disappointed by the church’s reaction to the allegations.  “If people have got this problem don’t go to the elders or the leaders of the church. Don’t bother with them.  Go straight to police and get it dealt with by people who are experienced and know what they are doing."  Source: BBC
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The woman who put faith before her own life. By PAUL SIMS Last updated at 07:57am on 29th December 2006.  A woman who refused a blood transfusion died because she chose her faith over life, an inquest heard. Allison Mallender, a 44-year-old Jehovah's Witness, had been admitted to hospital for a routine hysterectomy.  After years of severe abdominal pain the mother-of-one was looking forward to surgery and a lifetime without constant pain.  But during the three-hour operation at the Royal Hallamshire Hospital in Sheffield surgeons encountered a series of complications.   Mrs Mallender's abdominal organs were stuck together following a previous operation and she had begun to bleed heavily, the inquest was told. 

As a result there was a significant drop in the levels of haemoglobin carrying oxygen to her major organs and she lost consciousness.  Although the surgeons had repaired some of the damage she was immediately placed on a ventilator in intensive care. Although her condition improved during the first three days it soon deteriorated and two days later she was dead.   "She did not want to make a fuss about the fact she was a Jehovah's Witness which is why she had not mentioned it until the day before the operation," said Professor Ti C Li, who conducted the operation.   He told the hearing that it was rare for a blood transfusion to be needed during a hysterectomy but not unheard of. 

"I asked her if she wanted to go on because of the increased risks, especially if there was significant bleeding," he said. "But she was clear in her mind that she wanted to get on with the operation. Having satisfied myself that she realised the risks, we proceeded with the operation ."   Soon after the operation began, however, he and the three other surgeons in theatre were confronted with a series of problems, including heavy bleeding. For the next three hours they battled to separate her abdominal organs.   But during the process Mrs Mallender suffered a tear to her small bowel and was losing a lot of blood. Later, whilst in intensive care she was given drugs to try to counteract the blood loss but on 11 June she lost her fight for life. 

Mrs Mallender's mother and father, who have been Jehovah's Witnesses for the last 35 years, are believed to have backed her desire to refuse any blood products.   The inquest was told that her decision not to have a blood transfusion was not the primary cause of her death. She died, the hearing was told, because of a catalogue of problems stemming from the tear in her small bowel, including multi-organ failure, septic shock as well as her refusal to accept blood products.   An anaethetist claimed that although her blood level was low, it was not low enough to end in her losing her life. 

Her husband, Daniel, 47, who is not a Jehovah's Witness, was also at her bedside with their 23-year-old daughter, Rebecca, when she died. Last night, at the couple's home in Worksop, Nottinghamshire, he refused to comment.   The inquest into her death, held at Sheffield Coroners Court, heard how she had only mentioned her religion a day before the surgery. She had waited for the operation and was determined to see it through, despite the risks.   Mrs Mallender's mother and father, Alan Iddon, 66, and Isabelle Iddon, 64, refused to speak about their daughter's death or her decision not to accept a blood transfusion. 

As Jehovah's Witnesses they see blood as sacred and according to their beliefs it was God's will that it should not be shared.   Sheffield Coroner Chris Dorries returned a narrative verdict and said that Mrs Mallinder died after suffering complications during and after surgery "and the subsequent treatment regime against a background of refusal to accept blood products. http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw261.html  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=425267&in_page_id=1770
WEST LOTHIA: Thomas Maxwell (60) was convicted of exposing himself to a 12 year-old girl multiple times during 1994- 96.  Story filed: 20:59 Monday 14th August 2000 See for example: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/880303.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/882462.stm
WSM: gossiping Emelie Grootjes (19) 1996 at Poole General Hospital in England + (ajwrb) Susan Teeney (27) died 1993 after refusing blood transfusion + (http://www.ajwrb.org) BRITAIN IN GENERAL: Christopher Burke (47) died January 1989 + (http://www.ajwrb.org) ENGLAND IN GENERAL Gary Ricketts (23) died 3-23-1992 & had refused blood transfusions + (http://www.ajwrb.org) Brian Hunt (49) died 1992 & had refused blood transfusions + (http://www.ajwrb.org) Elvet Harries in 1996 was convicted of pedophilia * Archibald McGarvie on 1-16-98 was sentenced for incestual pedophilia with nieces * (http://www.ajwrb.org)

WESTERN ISLES: From 2000 a sheriff's decision not to jail a 60-year-old paedophile provoked much anger at Leverburgh (island of Harris) where the man was living. Thomas Maxwell (of Clackmannanshire), a Jehovah's Witness elder and JW over 30 years got 3 years probation and 240 hours community service for molesting a 12-year-old. At Alloa Sheriff Court, Sheriff William Reid said he did not impose a prison sentence because influenced by Maxwell's voluntary exile to a

remote part of the Western Isles. But residents vowed to not pay taxes in protest. In 2002 Maxwell got 3 years for offences dating back 30 years; Western Isles Council planned to rehouse him on release. Protesters said the house being prepared is close to a primary school. Possibly persons not wanting him there painted "Paedophile Maxwell" on the house, painted the windows black etc. Interested persons were asked to write Member of Parliament Calum McDonald insisting something be done: calum@wiclp.freeserve.co.uk or macdonaldc@parliament.uk
http://virtualhebrides.com/maxwell_paedophile/  http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/content_objectid=13211555_method=full_siteid=89488_headline=-ISLAND-IN-TAX-REVOLT-OVER-PERV-name_page.html  http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/content_objectid=13219637_method=full_siteid=89488_headline=-DEMO%2DTO%2DBAN%2DISLES%2DPERVERT-name_page.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/882462.stm
Discussion and more information at http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/8/62892/1.ashx Maxwell was living in Woodlea Park, Sauchie, near Alloa, at the time of the offences.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/880303.stm

UK IN GENERAL: Vincent McCann wrote "This present writer has been told by an ex-Jehovah's Witness of various instances where elders have secretly spied on the out of congregational activities of the Witnesses in their flock. For example, one particular group of elders suspected that a Witness man was having an affair with another woman. Rather than simply ask the man, however, they imagined the worst and took it upon themselves to set up spying operations outside the ladies house. This continued for several nights until the Witness man was eventually presented with the 'evidence'. It was then discovered that the young lady whom the man had been going to was actually his sister, who's house he had been decorating!" http://www.spotlightministries.org.uk/jwfears.htm
