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BERLIN: Unnamed girl (13) died apparently in 1971 after mother refused blood transfusions + (http://www.ajwrb) Teda, Ewelina, and Ruth commented on German TV that the Watchtower Society over Jehovah's Witnesses intimidates members to not report pedophilia and accused pehdopiles continue preaching from house to house; also that silentlambs.org has had 60-70 such cases reported to it (Feb 16, 2003 http://silentlambs.org/education/GermanWDRTranscript.cfm  +

HAMBURG http://www.welt.de/data/2006/08/17/1000140.html Crime.  31 people from Hamburg/Germany accused of possessing child porn/  Police came in the early dawn.  At 6 am officers rang the bell at 31 apartments in Hamburg. Author: André Zand-Vakili.  The men - among them a Jehovah's Witness, a social worker and a former soldier - are accused of possession and distribution of child porn. The Police confiscated dozens of computers and several thousand CD-ROMs. It was a shock not only for the suspects but also for their relatives. "Family members that were in the apartments during the investigations were unsuspecting." The wife of a Jehovah's Witness was totally stunned" says a policeman. All in all, the police seized 50 computers and laptops and more than 3,000 data media. They also found 21 hemp plants in the apartment of one suspect.  At his place alone, police confiscated six hard discs and more than 400 CDs. It will take several weeks to examine the confiscated data media. Police use a special application to scan hard drives and recognize many child porn images with an electronic signature. However, the files have to be checked by agents. Police say that all suspected persons communicated in a chat room and exchanged child porn. "You had to click on a certain link.  It is not very likely that someone accidentally surfed there."  Investigations have been going on for a year now. The local police got information from colleagues who were dealing with another case. There are more suspects in the rest of Germany. "We have to investigate if one of the men produced child porn. But there are no specific hints so far." (The original German version follows below:)

HAMBURG  http://www.welt.de/data/2006/08/17/1000140.html  Verbrechen.  31 Hamburger unter Kinderporno-Verdacht. Die Polizei kam im Morgengrauen. Um 6 Uhr klingelten Beamte zeitgleich bei 31 Hamburgern.  Von André Zand-Vakili.  Der Vorwurf gegen die Männer, unter denen sich ein Zeuge Jehovas, ein ehrenamtlicher Jugendbetreuer und ein Ex-Soldat befinden: Verbreitung und Besitz von Kinderpornos. Die Polizisten stellten dutzende Computer und mehrere Tausend CDs sicher.  Nicht nur für die Verdächtigen, sondern auch für ihre Angehörigen war die Razzia ein Schock. "Familienmitglieder, die sich zur Zeit der Durchsuchung in den Wohnungen aufhielten, waren ahnungslos. Die Frau des Mannes, der den Zeugen Jehovas angehört, reagierte völlig fassungslos", sagt ein Beamter. 

Insgesamt stellte die Polizei 50 Computer und Laptops sowie mehr als 3000 Datenträger sicher. In der Wohnung eines 55-Jährigen entdeckten die Beamten zusätzlich 21 Hanfpflanzen. Allein bei ihm stellte die Polizei sechs Festplatten und über 400 CDs sicher. 

Die Auswertung der sichergestellten Datenträger wird mehrere Wochen in Anspruch nehmen. Die Polizei setzt dazu auch ein spezielles Programm ein, das die Festplatten scannt und zahlreiche Fotos, die Kinderpornografie zeigen, an der elektronischen Signatur erkennt. Unabhängig davon müssen die Dateien von Ermittlern überprüft werden.   Alle Verdächtigen hatten nach Erkenntnissen der Polizei im Internet über einen Chatroom kommuniziert und dort Kinderpornografie getauscht. "Man musste noch einen speziellen Link anklicken, um in den Kreis zu gelangen", sagt ein Polizist. "Dass jemand beim Surfen im Internet zufällig dort landete, ist unwahrscheinlich." 

Die Ermittlungen gegen die Hamburger laufen seit etwa einem Jahr. Das Landeskriminalamt hatte von einer anderen Polizeidienststelle den Hinweis auf die Verdächtigen bekommen. "Es sind abgetrennte Verfahren aus einem anderen Ermittlungskomplex. Bundesweit gibt es wesentlich mehr Verdächtige", sagt ein Beamter. Gegenstand der Ermittlungen wird auch sein, ob einer der Männer selbst Kinderpornos angefertigt hat. Bislang liegen darauf keine konkreten Hinweise vor.   Artikel erschienen am Do, 17. August 2006

LICH IN MIDDLE HESSEN: German Ex-JWs and Friends are closely watching what happens regarding double-death due to the Watchtower Society being anti-blood transfusions there as we learn from an article sent to me recently from Karin.  The city is Giessen (Ghee-suhn); the clinic is in a community called Lich. 

http://www.fr-online.de/frankfurt_und_hessen/nachrichten/hessen/?em_cnt=1588683 

My effort at translating it follows: 
Refuses Blood Transfusion 

Jehovah's Witness Woman Dies In Clinic 

"Giessen (German Press Agency) - The Public Prosecutor's office has determined the cause of death for a 29-year-old Jehovah's Witness woman after she refused a blood transfusion.   It will be ruled as manslaughter against the doctor and husband of the deceased, said a spokesperson of the Public Prosecutor's office confirming a report of the 'Wetzlarer New Newspaper.' 

The Mother of the 29 year old filed charges in the middle of July. The woman, who was said to have been in the fourth month of pregnancy, at the beginning of July refused the needed transfusion based on religious grounds at a clinic in Middle Hessian Lich (a community) and she died a little later." 

Her refusal of blood also caused the death of her unborn baby

A German language TV video about it is here: 
http://www.rtl.de/rtlaktuell/rtl_aktuell_videoplayer.php?article=21760 

 “Silentlambs knows of 60 to 70 (sexual) abuse cases in Germany. For the moment this seems to be no high figure. But this figure is remarkable if you consider that the matter was not yet in the headlines here.....” The men who abused Teda, Ewelina, and Ruth, were members of the same denomination: Jehovah’s Witnesses. Sexual abuse – a societal problem world-wide. But the way Jehovah’s Witnesses handle it is unique. http://silentlambs.org/education/GermanWDRTranscript.cfm
MUNICH: Paul Kuberek lives in Munich. He was a Jehovah’s Witness for 45 years. He was a respected elder for more than 20 years. He knows about the internal dealings with (sexual) abuse and the attitude of the Watchtower organisation.   18’33 – 19’22 (original sound) Paul Kuberek: “I know of some cases, as an elder I was entrusted with them and I tried to help. The organization itself wants to hush it up and would like as far as possible that this doesn’t become known outside. There should be no reports. Once there was a lecture during a training for elders that came out as a letter to the bodies of elders later. It is one of those letters that only elders received, in which it read that we should not report it to the police as far as possible, that in case such things happen we should help the person, that he eventually might keep his position as an elder if that happens. Later this was toned down.”  Question: “Does a person, who abuses his children sexually, not automatically become disfellowshipped?”  Answer: “No, he doesn’t. Not if he repents.” http://silentlambs.org/education/GermanWDRTranscript.cfm
