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Growth in 2006: 0%; Publishers110,298 

TO LOBBY CANADA’S GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ABOUT JW/EX-JW ISSUES:

  

Michael F. Kergin, Ambassador 

Canadian Embassy
501 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
202-682-1740; Fax: 202-682-7701 

 Executive Assistant, Vera Alexander 


 Minister Counsellor, Legal Affairs- Ariel Delouya 
Counsellor (Press) and Official Spokesperson-Bernard Etzinger  

 Media Relations Officer Erica Fensom 

Though they may not like what you say, politicians care what you think. Some care only about categories: how many are for this and how many against it? Some care about the details: why are you for or opposed and what do you think are the important issues? Some make it easy for you to contact them: they or their staff will respond to telephone calls, letters and post cards, emails. Some respond to mail but seem to ignore email entirely . Some refuse to provide an email address on their web site. 

The best ways to get the attention of any local official is usually by picking up the phone or sending a letter or postcard. There's something about a piece of paper or a voice that takes up some staff time that gets more attention, especially now that so many government offices are flooded by mass-produced email barrages. That is no reason not to use email?politicians always count communications on issues from citizens, whatever their method of transmission. And many of them do take email as seriously as anything else.~The Buffalo Report 

Contact info for US Senate and House can be found here: 

http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm 

http://www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW.html 

FYI: 

TV News Moguls 

ABC NEWS CHIEF David Westin. 212.456.6200. fax: 212.456.4292. Mail: 77 W. 6th Street New York, NY 10023 ABC SWITCHBOARD (ASK FOR NEWSROOM) 212.456.6813 NEWSROOM fax 212.456.2795

MSNBC NEWS CHIEF Mark Effron. 201.583.510. fax:201.583.5199 mark.effron@msnbc.com <mailto:mark.effron@msnbc.commark.effron@msnbc.com> Mail: One MSNBC Plaza Secaucus, NJ 07094,
SWITCHBOARD (ASK FOR NEWSROOM) 201.583.5000 fax: 201.583.5590

NBC NEWS PRESIDENT Neil Shapiro. 212.664.4773. fax:
212.664.2264[ neal.shapiro@nbc.com <mailto:neal.shapiro@nbc.comneal.shapiro@nbc.com> Mail: 30 Rockefeller Plaza New York, NY 10112. NBC SWITCHBOARD (ASK FOR NEWSROOM) 212.664.4444. fax: 201.583.5453

CBS NEWS CHIEF Andrew Hayward. 212.975.7825. fax: 212.975.7429.
mg3@cbsnews.com <mailto:mg3@cbsnews.commg3@cbsnews.com> Mail: 524 W. 57th Street New York, NY 10019. CBS SWITCHBOARD (ASK FOR NEWSROOM) 212.975.4321 fax: 212.975.1893

CNN NEWS CHIEF Walter Isaacson. 404.827.5111. fax: 404.827.4215.
walter.isaacson@cnn.com <mailto:walter.isaacson@cnn.comwalter.isaacson@cnn.com> , mail: 1 CNN Center Atlanta, GA 30303CNN SWITCHBOARD (ASK FOR NEWSROOM). 404.827.1500. cnnfutures@cnn.com <mailto:cnnfutures@cnn.comcnnfutures@cnn.com>

PBS FACTUAL PROGRAMMING CHIEF Sandy Heberer 703.739.5036. Mail: Mail: 1320 Braddock Place Alexandria,VA 22314 NEWS CHIEF SANDY SOWERS 703-998-2150 newshour@pbs.org <mailto:newshour@pbs.orgnewshour@pbs.org> PBS SWITCHBOARD (ASK FOR NEWSROOM) 703.998.2600.

FOX NEWS CHIEF: John Moody. 212.301.8560. fax: 212.398.8726.
john.moody@foxnews.com <mailto:john.moody@foxnews.com> Mail: 1211 Avenue of the Americas New York, NY 10036FOX SWITCHBOARD (ASK FOR NEWSROOM) 212.575.4670. fax: 212.301.8274.
Also Eric Spinato at the booking dept. Eric.Spinato@Foxnews.com mailto:Eric.Spinato@Foxnews.comEric.Spinato@Foxnews.com 
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Lawrence Alexander Hughes speaking out about the Bleeding Lambings persons who have bled to death rather than take emergency blood transfusions as happened with his daughter Bethany. 
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WATCHTOWER SOCIETY OFFICIALS: Ken Little is President of WTS Canada.   Glen How, O.C., Q.C., L.S.M.  John Burns, LL.B.  (attorney)  David Gnam, CGA, LL.B. (attorney).  As the CGA, likely the only person who REALLY knows how much money they have, at least in Canada.  Shane H. Brady, LL.B.  (attorney)
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M. James Penton; with his wife Marilyn (Kling).  His writings exposed the Watchtower Society.

”M. James Penton is an ex-JW Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Lethbridge in Alberta; Canada.  Born in April 1932 Mr Penton was raised as a 3rd generation Jehovahs Witness. However he gradually came to disagree with Watchtower misteachings during the 1970s and was eventually excommunicated or disfellowshipped, leaving with 85 other people who formed a “koinonia” or spiritual network providing more balanced freedom than the Watchtower Society over JWs permitted. While still a JW he wrote The History of Jehovahs Witnesses in Canada.  He later wrote still more books, edited two journals and wrote five articles about JWs.  One book has been Apocalypse Delayed: The Story of Jehovah's Witnesses; another was Jehovah's Witnesses and the Third Reich: Sectarian Politics under Persecution.  From about 1998-2006 he lived in a Canadian retirement community in Mexico, but at the end of 2006 planned to relocate to Canada, and it is believed that in 2007 he has returned.

EDMONTON in Alberta Province: Leonard Budd (21) died [date not supplied] under care of Dr Morris Friedman after refusing blood transfusions + http://www.ajwrb  GILFORD: alleged gossiping MORINVILLE: Jehovah's Witness Candice Unland of Morinville was denied a chance to appeal a court-ordered blood transfusion but said she would appeal because the Charter of Rights and Freedoms gives 18-year-old patients the right to refuse a blood transfusion. She was only 16 when the transfusion was ordered. Unland's religious beliefs prevent her from taking blood from another person but lower Alberta courts ruled child welfare laws permit a judge to order a transfusion. See Edmonton Journal http://www.canada.com/edmonton/story.asp?id=7E37DCE4-AE45-4155-A3A9-17328030A425   found originally at http://lists.spine.cx/archives/nnn/2003-September/000373.html  of September 22, 2003 also see http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw165.html
Teen looking to U.S., Mexico for alternative treatments  Canadian Press, July 16, 2002
http://www.canada.com/calgary/story.asp?id={BA088509-A167-4471-B32B-0033B82D28A9}  CALGARY (CP) _ A dying teenager who made national headlines in her lengthy court battle against forced blood transfusions is now scrambling to find non-conventional treatment, including herbal remedies, at clinics south of the border, her father said Monday.   The leukemia-stricken girl, a staunch Jehovah’s Witness, went to court almost 20 times to fight blood transfusions because accepting blood is against her religious beliefs. According to the Alberta Child Welfare Act, the girl and her family cannot be named. 

After losing her case in several courts, the girl took her fight to the Supreme Court of Canada, which ruled last week it would not hear the case.   The 16-year-old, who has had 38 blood transfusions against her will, is searching for a clinic in California or Mexico as a last hope of prolonging her life.  (…)  Although the girl’s medical condition has improved, it is not expected she will live much longer. She checked out of hospital Friday. 

Doctors earlier gave the teen a 40 to 50 per cent chance of beating the cancer with blood transfusions. But in late June, the disease had seeped through her back, forming several lesions.   The mother of Tyrell Dueck _ a teen boy who had a similar court battle in Saskatchewan in 1999 and died after going to Mexico for treatment _ agrees with the Calgary teen’s decision to search for an alternative. 
(…)

The Dueck family spent $50,000 for Tyrell, 13, to be treated with herbs, mega-vitamins, laetrile and shark cartilage during a one-month stay at a clinic in Tijuana, Mexico. Six weeks after that treatment, the cancerous tumour had spread and the boy died.  His death has spurred many legal debates over the role of religion, state, medical science and alternative remedies for teens with fatal conditions who want to choose their treatments. In Dueck’s and the Calgary teen’s cases, the provincial governments dropped the legal battle after doctors reported that the cancer had spread _ an issue that frustrates Yvonne Dueck. 
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Bethany Abigail Hughes

CALGARY: A lawsuit filed by the Jehovah's Witness parents of an unnamed newborn boy after the infant had a blood transfusion claimed that the provincial government should bear the $50,000 cost. The document claimed the infant was seized illegally by Child Welfare then the couple was forced into a family court hearing without legal representation; further that Child Welfare then used "inaccurate and misleading" medical information to get a temporary guardianship order which permitted the transfusion. The boy was seized in 2001, less than three weeks after he was born premature birth at 2 pounds, 10 ounces. When he developed a bowel infection, Dr. Doug McMillan recommended a blood transfusion which the parents felt was unnecessary and against their religious beliefs. The couple's lawyer Shane Brady was one of the lawyers in the Bethany Hughes case, the Calgary JW teen who died in 2002 of leukemia after an failed court battle against transfusions for her cancer treatment. The lawsuit claimed the parents were forced to appear in court Aug. 10, 2001 with an hour's notice, preventing them from retaining counsel or arranging for an expert witness. Besides damages the suit sought a declaration the family's Charter rights were violated, including religious freedom. The recovered child returned to parental care September 27, 2001. At writing a statement disputing the unproven allegations had not been filed. Calgary Sun (Canada), Aug. 29, 2003 http://www.canoe.ca by Kevin Martin kevin.martin@calgarysun.com  of the Calgary Sun http://www.marshall-attorneys.com/Press/2004_08_27_CS.htm
From:  "witness" <Witness@u...> 

Date:  Mon Jul 28, 2003  4:01 am

Subject:  Re: [AJWRB] Bethany Hughes - Update

ADVERTISEMENT

When Bethany Hughes was buried at a north Calgary cemetery after her tough fight with cancer, her parents came together in tears and hugged beside her casket. Close to a year later, however, and the once-close couple is again fighting through the courts, that moment amidst the grief of a funeral light years away. "I wish we didn't have to do this," says Lawrence Hughes, Bethany's father, who fought hard to have his daughter undergo blood transfusions against her will and the will of her mother, Arliss. "It's not easy. But if this fight saves one life, it's worth it."  Hughes and his estranged wife will again face off in Calgary's Court of Queen's Bench this afternoon, a continuation of a bitter divorce and custody case sparked by the death of 17-year-old Bethany last September.  The Calgary teen died of acute myeloid leukemia while seeking alternative treatment at Edmonton's Cross Cancer Institute. She made headlines nationwide after refusing to undergo blood transfusions because of her strong Jehovah's Witnesses faith.  Her father went against her and his wife, convincing the province to force his daughter to undergo 38 transfusions.

Bethany -- who used the name Mia in the media to protect her identity -- fought the protection order, claiming it was her right as a mature person to make her own medical decisions.  Bethany Hughes even tried to pull the medical tubes from her arms while bedridden at Alberta Children's Hospital.  Doctors who first determined she would die without transfusions eventually decided that she was too sick to face further chemotherapy sessions and gave up their custody of Bethany. She died Sept. 5, 2002.  Lawrence Hughes claims the Watchtower Society and his wife played a major role in his daughter's death by fighting the transfusions, and filed a scathing 17-point notice of motion with the court in April.  He is now fighting for sole custody of the couple's youngest daughter, 16-year-old Cassandra, who lives with her mother and is also a Jehovah's Witness. He claims he has only been allowed to see Cassandra three times since last summer, and is seeking to have her completely free of any influence of her faith and the society, which he believes has brainwashed his daughter and wife.

He is also calling on Arliss Hughes to be charged with criminal negligence over the death of Bethany, and for his wife and Cassandra to take "regular intense therapy sessions with a cult deprogrammer."  "I'm concerned about my daughter, what she's being taught and whether she will be allowed to get medical treatment if she falls sick," says Hughes.  "I want to be a part of her life. I want to see my daughter. I don't think it is right that I have to fight a billion-dollar corporation so I can see my daughter. I don't think that makes sense."  Shane Brady, the Toronto-based lawyer for Arliss Hughes, says Lawrence Hughes' allegations are "outrageous." "He's saying that Arliss basically killed Bethany because she was so irresponsible, and because of that she shouldn't have custody of Cassandra," says Brady, whom Hughes also wants off the case because of his connections to the Watchtower Society.  "There's also some outrageous things being said about the religious community."  Arliss Hughes also wishes the court cases were over. She rigorously defends herself -- and her faith -- against any accusations that she put Bethany's health at risk, and believes Cassandra should be left to decide whom she lives with.

"I really don't see what this (Hughes' allegations) has to do with a divorce. This is about difference between a husband and a wife. In that sense, I think the children should be left out of it," she says. "This is about a couple who don't agree anymore, but who still love their children, and the children shouldn't be put in the middle."  Arliss Hughes says she did all she could to help Bethany. "I did everything she asked of me. We tried everything we could think of to get the doctors to take care of Bethany," she says.  As the anniversary of her death edges closer, the estranged couple do have one thing in common: the thoughts and memories of Bethany.  "To me, it's the little things that I think of, that remind me of her," says Arliss. "I think of her every day," says Lawrence.  Kerry Williamson

Calgary Herald

Thursday, July 17, 2003

Shane Brady, the Toronto-based Watchtower Society lawyer for Arliss Hughes, says Lawrence Hughes' allegations are "outrageous." http://groups.yahoo.com/group/channel-d/message/3120
LAWSUIT DETAILS:

Also being sued are Thomm Bokor, the chairman of the Watchtower Society's Hospital Liaison Committee for the Edomonton area; Merrill Morrell, Dr A Robert Turner, Dr Andrew Belch, Dr John Doe, Dr Jane Doe, Jack Doe, Jill Doe, Corss Cancer Institute, Alberta Cancer Board.  Lawrence Hughes and F.G. Vaughn Marshall, Marshall 

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs:

Allan Ludkiewicz, the Law Office of Peter J. Moss
for the Defendants Arliss Carroll Hughes, Merrill Morrell and Thomm Bokor

and Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Canada

Shane H. Brady and David M. Gnam, W. Glen How & Associates

for the Defendants Shane H. Brady and David M. Gnam

James David D. Steele, Bennett Jones LLP

for the Defendants Drs. Turner and Belch

Brent Windwick, Field LLP

for the Defendants Cross Cancer Institute and Alberta Cancer Board

For details:

http://64.233.167.104/search?q=cache:L_WNCOfMurAJ:www.albertacourts.ab.ca/jdb/2003-/qb/civil/2006/2006abqb0159.cor1.ed1.pdf+%2B%22Miles+Gnam%22&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=4&gl=us
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Shane Heath Brady, anti-transfusions attorney for Watchtower Society; the other Watchtower attorney is David Miles Gnam; they stay at Watchtower headquarters in Georgetown.

Brady completed successfully the Bar Admission Course, filed the necessary documents, paid the required fee, and applied to be called to the Bar and to be granted a Certificate of Fitness at Convocation on Thursday, March 22nd, 2001: http://64.233.167.104/search?q=cache:U8kbXj7IYUYJ:www.lsuc.on.ca/media/DirofEdMar22.pdf+%2B%22Shane+Heath+Brady%22&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=4&gl=us
Officials fear for teen.  Girl, 14, flees B.C. to avoid blood transfusion.  Jack Keating.  The Province; with a file from Canadian Press Monday, May 02, 2005 .  The bitter fight over a blood transfusion for a 14-year-old Jehovah's Witness Okanagan girl is heading to a Toronto courtroom.  The girl has gone into hiding with her family in Ontario to avoid blood transfusions that a B.C. court ordered should be given if medically necessary.  Jeremy Berland, B.C.'s director of child welfare, will apply to the courts to authorize the "safety net" of transfusions if needed in her cancer treatment.  Berland is scheduled to appear in Ontario Superior Court tomorrow to force the girl to have the treatment, including blood transfusions, if required.

"Our primary and principle concern has got to be for the child's health and safety," Berland said yesterday.  "Life and safety are at stake here and we need to make sure that she is going to be safe," said Theresa Lumsdon, spokeswoman for the B.C. Ministry of Children and Family Development. "We're definitely worried."  Heath-care officials, the court, and police don't know where the teen is staying.  "We are using all of the resources available to us to make sure that we know where she is, and that she is safe," said Berland. "We have asked for the assistance of the Toronto police."

Police and health-care officials are searching for the girl in the Toronto area.  Berland said he couldn't comment on reports she is in hiding with fellow Jehovah's Witnesses in the Toronto area.  Family lawyer Shane Brady said the girl and her 43-year-old dad and 41-year-old mom will be in court tomorrow.  The girl's name and her hometown cannot be revealed due to a court-ordered publication ban.  The teen was taken to Ontario by her parents after an April 11 B.C. Supreme Court ruling said she couldn't refuse treatment despite her religious beliefs.  The girl and her parents argued the transfusions would be a "violation of the Biblical command to abstain from blood."

The B.C. Ministry of Children and Family Development was granted custody of the girl last week.  "We obtained an ex parte order in B.C. Supreme Court last week placing her in our custody," said Berland.  B.C. officials are not necessarily going to insist that the teen return to B.C.  "What we want to do is to make sure that she gets the health care that she needs," he said. "And we want to make sure that happens in a way that is consistent with the best medical practice for the kind of illness that she has."  The girl's hemoglobin fell to "well below" levels where a blood transfusion is usually given, said Boyd.

Boyd said provincial laws allow courts to protect the rights of children in need of medical care.  "All children are entitled to be protected from abuse and harm . . . the ultimate threat of harm would be death," said Boyd. "Ultimately, her religious beliefs don't override her right to life and death."  The girl, who was diagnosed with a cancerous tumour on her right leg, has already undergone several rounds of chemotherapy.  The girl and her family were at Toronto's Hospital for Sick Children but were urged to return to B.C. to continue the prescribed care. The teen was last seen with her parents on Friday.

A spokesman for the Jehovah's Witnesses in B.C. supports the girl's decision not to have transfusions.  "Every individual should have the right to decide what they do with their own personal health and circumstances revolving around their health," said Raymond Busby, an elder in Burnaby's Capital Hill Jehovah's Witnesses congregation.  "The Bible has clear standards that we are not to take blood as Christians. And so we adhere to that standard."  

More is at http://v.i.v.free.fr/wt/nwt-03-05-2005.html
Dad fights Jehovah's Witnesses over daughter's death" 

(AP, March 01, 2006) 

Calgary, Canada - A grieving father said he would continue his crusade against Jehovah's Witnesses and their prohibition against blood transfusions after a court decision partially cleared the way for an $800,000 wrongful death lawsuit. 

Lawrence Hughes filed the claim on behalf of his 17-year-old daughter, Bethany, who died from acute myeloid leukemia in 2002. She repeatedly refused conventional treatment for her leukemia because of her religious beliefs. 

Hughes, as executor of her estate, blames the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, the religious order that governs the faith, for influencing his daughter to believe that the Bible forbids blood transfusions. 

"This is a great day for justice. This is a great day for children," Hughes told a news conference Tuesday after a judge ruled he could proceed with part of his case. 

"The court is saying that a religious sect or cult can be held responsible for the injury they inflict on others, whether it relates to deliberately giving out misleading medical information or using institutional coercion which results in the death of a child," Hughes said. 

The tightly disciplined religious sect believes the Bible forbids transfusions, though specifics have gradually been eased over the years. 

Filed in 2004, Hughes' suit had stalled in the courts as defendants tried to have it thrown out. However, Court of Queen's Bench Justice Patricia Rowbotham ruled Friday that a scaled-down version of the claim could move forward. 

Though Hughes cannot proceed with his claim against the Watch Tower Society, he can move head with a suit against two lawyers, Shane Heath Brady and David Miles Gnam, who acted for both Bethany and her mother, Arliss, when they fought the transfusions in court and also represent the society. Both lawyers are Jehovah's Witnesses. 

Rowbotham dismissed the claim against the Watch Tower Society because, she said, the lawsuit did not question the sincerity of Bethany's belief, rather it attacked religious doctrine of the faith. She ruled the court could not be arbiters of religious dogma. 

Hughes said he had not ruled out an appeal to allow him to proceed against the Watch Tower Society, but he considers his case against the lawyers a coup. 

Rowbotham wrote in her ruling that because of their own beliefs, the lawyers were not in a position to advise Bethany in an objective manner that would enable her to make a free, informed decision on whether to have blood transfusions. 

Brady dismisses that notion. 

"It's just silly and irrelevant to the action," he told The Associated Press from his Ontario office. "That's akin to saying that the NAACP can't represent people with certain religious or ethnic beliefs," he said, referring to the U.S. civil rights organization National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 

Bethany's illness garnered nationwide attention and renewed public debate over how to determine when a child should be able to choose medical care. 

Canada's Charter of Rights allows those 18 and older to decide, but medical ethics dictate that mature children should be allowed to decide unless their competence has been compromised. Several doctors found Bethany to be mature enough to choose her treatment. 

However, her father left the church and petitioned the court to enforce the transfusions. The court ruled she was pressured by her religion and didn't have a free, informed will. 

The Alberta government won temporary custody of Bethany, and she was given almost 40 transfusions against her will -- though she succumbed to leukemia in the end.

http://www.wwrn.org/article.php?idd=20636&sec=19&cont=all
=BRITISH COLUMBIA:
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ASHCROFT: “TOP: Jehovah's Witnesses were met Friday by Dale Erhardt and three other protestors outside the Interior Savings Centre on the opening day of the three-day 2006 Deliverance at Hand District Convention of the Jehovah Witnesses. Erhardt, a former Jehovah's Witness, claims he was molested by a Jehovah's Witness member while living in Ashcroft. BOTTOM: Inside Interior Savings Centre, keynote speaker Helmut Zobel speaks on the topic "Jehovah's Provisions for Our Everlasting Deliverance".” http://www.kamloopsthisweek.com/portals-code/list.cgi?paper=15&cat=23&id=686272&more=

EX-JWs: Lisa Viskari in Quesnel; 250-992-7291; PRECAST@uniserve.com
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Jeff Anderson, a Jehovah’s Witness, murdered Juri and Lidsay Kostelniuk along with their mother, Kim Anderson, who had previously been his wife !

Also see http://www.watchtowernews.org/familymurders.htm#_Section_1_Heading
BURNABY: Audrey Lawson (31) died December 1987 at Burnaby Hospital (http://www.ajwrb.com) 
A JW named Jeff Anderson murdered his step-children Juri and Lindsay Kostelniuk and JW ex-wife Kim on August 29, 1985 !  http://www.davidicke.net/mindcontrol/subliminal/jw/rmoore1.html   According to author James Kostelniuk, the Jehovah’s Witness named Jeffery Lynn Anderson was sentenced to three concurrent life sentences for first-degree murder. Currently serving time in a B.C. prison, he will not be eligible for parole until 2011. However, on August 29, 2000, he became able to apply for parole-ineligibility reduction under Bill C-45, the faint-hope clause.  Wolves Among Sheep: The True Story of Murder in a Jehovah's Witness Community was published  by HarperCollins Publishers.  James and Marge Kostelniuk founded the support group Family Surivors of Homicide in 1988. James Kostelniuk and Jeffery Anderson corresponded for five years, until Kostelniuk discovered Anderson had revealed to a Vancouver criminologist that he'd been sexually abusing one of Kostelniuk's children. Anderson later denied it, saying any comments he made were the result of pressure and manipulation. ! http://www.watchtowernews.org/kostelniuk.htm
CHILLIWACK: Negligence suit rejected; Patient refused blood transfusions. Toronto Sun/August 20, 2004.  The family of a Jehovah's Witness who died from blood loss during surgery in Chilliwack General Hospital has had its claim for compensation rejected by the B.C. Supreme Court, although negligence was a factor in her death. Daphine Hobbs, a 35-year-old mother of three infants, died April 16, 1996, after a hysterectomy performed by obstetrician Dr. John Robertson.   Before the operation, she had signed a waiver saying she did not want to receive a blood transfusion at any time during the process.   Had the operation gone normally, she would have lost a small quantity of blood but at the end of surgery she had lost four litres -- most of her circulating blood volume.   In his judgment this week, Justice Ian Pitfield found that by signing the waiver she had relinquished all rights to compensation. http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw196.html
HALF MOON BAY CONGREGATION: "a woman in the halfmoon bay congregation on the sunshine coast of british columbia ,canada died as a result of bleeding to death after a hysterectomy performed at sechelt b.c. , canada hospital...sorry i dont remember her name...it happened around 2 years ago.." + (jan on Oct 8, 2001 at http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/6/19219/1.ashx )

THE OKANAGAN: Cancer-stricken Jehovah’s Witness teen explains her determination to refuse blood. The Globe and Mail, Canada.  May 10, 2005.  Jane Armstrong.  www.theglobeandmail.com 

Canada’s high-profile child cancer patient is back in Vancouver’s Children’s Hospital, surrounded by tubes and drips and nurses who come in and out of her closet-sized room nearly every minute. Her parents are by her side, their cellphones ringing with calls from lawyers.

At the centre of all this commotion is a 14-year-old girl with bone cancer. She is also a devout Jehovah’s Witness whose desire to refuse a blood transfusion has landed her in the middle of an intense, high-stakes legal drama that has spanned two provinces.   “I don’t want it,” she said, of the blood transfusion doctors will administer if they believe it’s warranted. “It’s based on God’s word. He told us to abstain from blood and we need to obey his commandments.”  She said her faith informs every decision she makes. “It’s part of my every day,” she said, sitting cross-legged on her hospital bed. “I don’t ever stop thinking about it. Every thing that I do, I apply God’s standard to it. Every decision I make, I apply God’s standards.”

Her voice, which is loud and booming, belies her frail appearance. Months of chemotherapy have turned her skin pale, and only a few wisps of blond hair cover her head. But she is articulate beyond her years, with a quick answer for every question.  Twice she interrupted her father to gently remind him that she was right and he was wrong.  But there is no dispute in this family about matters of faith. All three are devout Jehovah’s Witnesses, a faith which interprets literally a passage from the scriptures that forbids the ingestion of blood.

The girl can’t be named because of publication bans in Ontario and British Columbia that protect her identity.  But in an exclusive interview with The Globe and Mail, the girl talked about her determination to battle cancer in a manner that squares with her faith in God.  “He created us and that’s the least I can do for Him,” she said of her desire to follow the biblical directive refusing blood.  As adults, her parents have the right to refuse a blood transfusion. Her mother pulled out a card from her wallet that says, “No Blood,” which is directed at medical professionals in the event of an accident.

Under no circumstance would either parent ever have a transfusion, they said, even if their lives depended on it. However, their daughter can’t make that decision until she is 18.  That is how her case landed in court. When she was first diagnosed last December, the girl’s oncologist warned the family he had never treated bone cancer without a transfusion. Chemotherapy affects the body’s ability to replace blood cells and transfusions are often required.  As a result, the hospital contacted the B.C. director of Child, Family and Community Service, which eventually obtained a court order allowing doctors to give the girl a transfusion if they believed it was warranted. The girl and her parents fought the order, but it was upheld by a B.C. Supreme Court.

The decision angered the girl and her parents. They said they wanted a second opinion and the family flew to Toronto for an assessment at the Hospital for Sick Children. There they learned of a hospital in New York that has a so-called bloodless program, where the objective is to avoid transfusions.  But an Ontario judge ordered her back to B.C. and refused to hear her request to get treatment in New York.  In refusing the family’s request, the Ontario judge said he considered the family a flight risk. The girl was flown from Toronto to Vancouver.  The girl said she is aware that authorities don’t believe 14 is old enough to make decisions about cancer treatment. She doesn’t agree.

At 14, she argued: “You can have an abortion and get birth-control pills and there’s no law against that.”  She’s also aware that some feel her parents have imposed their beliefs upon her. “Oh no. Far from it,” she said. “It’s totally my decision and they support me. My parents aren’t telling me what to do. From the get-go, it’s been my choice. It’s me. It’s my body.”    As for the B.C. Ministry of Child and Family Development, she adds: “They say they have my best interests at heart. Yet they won’t listen to me.”

The girl’s parents insisted they weren’t fugitives when they flew their daughter to Ontario two weeks ago. The B.C. court order said nothing about jurisdiction, the girl’s mother said. They were simply looking for more medical options.  However, the B.C. ministry is not so convinced. Assistant deputy minister Jeremy Berland described the case as “enormously complicated” and remains concerned that the family could flee.  However, Mr. Berland said the girl’s doctors will do everything they can to avoid a blood transfusion.

The girl said she won’t back down from her desire to refuse blood. And she said she is angry that no judge or bureaucrat has ever asked her opinion.  She said she broke down weeping in a Toronto courtroom last week because she was angry.

“I was mad. No one was listening to what I had to say. That’s stress enough. It was very difficult.”  Her treatment is scheduled to finish in July. After that, she’s looking forward to going home to the Okanagan. She loves swimming and wakeboarding in B.C.’s Interior lakes. 

VANCOUVER: Questions arise over sextuplets' care.  Possible need for blood transfusions clashes with Jehovah's Witness belief.  Toronto Star, Canada/January 10, 2007.  By Isabel Teotonio.   Canada’s first sextuplets were born to a Jehovah’s Witness family raising concern about safety if some need emergency blood transfusions.  Dr. Timothy Rowe, head of reproductive endocrinology and infertility at the University of British Columbia, said it's "not common these days for any medical intervention to seek legal muscle to enforce it."  Mark Ruge, the national spokesperson for Jehovah's Witnesses in Canada, would not comment on what the church would do if the government intervened.  http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw268.html http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw269.html  The sextuplets’ situation is commented on by Lawrence Hughes whose daughter Bethany died after refusing blood in 2002 at http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw271.html
B.C. intervened to save 3 sextuplets after 2 died.  Last Updated: Wednesday, January 31, 2007 | 4:10 PM PT.   CBC News.  The B.C. government got court orders in the past week to seize three of the surviving sextuplets born in Vancouver earlier in January and ensure they got blood transfusions if necessary. Two of the sextuplets have already died.  The babies were part of the group of six born at B.C. Women's Hospital into a family of Jehovah's Witnesses, a religious group that prohibits blood transfusions.  '[The mother] and I could not bear to be at the hospital when they were violating our little girl.'—Father of the sextuplets
B.C.'s director of child protection sought an order under provincial child-care legislation on Jan. 26 to seize one child for a transfusion.  The government sought an order for a second child the following day, and a third order was sought on Monday.  Two blood transfusions were done, and the babies have been returned to the custody of their parents.  

2 babies dead.  Two of the babies, who were born prematurely, have already died, says an affidavit filed in court on Tuesday by the babies' father as part of the family's appeal of the transfusion orders.  "[The mother] and I could not bear to be at the hospital when they were violating our little girl," he said in the affidavit.  "We took our immense sadness and grief and tried to console each other in private."
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B.C. Minister of Children and Family Development Tom Christensen said the government is prepared to go to court to ensure children get necessary medical care. CBC
The minister responsible for child care defended the government's intervention.  Tom Christensen, the minister of children and family services, said he would not comment directly on the case, but he explained that the government sometimes has to act.  "So in the event that there is a child that is need of a medical treatment, and it appears that the child is not going to receive that medical treatment because a parent doesn't want the child to, then medical practitioners have an obligation to report that to the ministry.  "We will review the situation and if necessary, we would go to court to seek an order to have that medical care."

Lawyers representing the family of the sextuplets went to B.C. Supreme Court on Wednesday filing an appeal.  The parents will be back in court later in February where they will argue against future seizures, and, according to their lawyer, demand an apology for what they call the province's outrageous and illegal handling of their case.  Members of the family can not be named due to a publication ban. http://www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2007/01/31/bc-sextuplets.html
Sextuplet parents take B.C. to court over baby seizures

Claim government violated religious rights by giving newborns blood transfusions.  Last Updated: Thursday, February 1, 2007 | 8:07 AM ET. 

CBC News.  The Vancouver parents of sextuplets born in January are now in a legal battle with the province, claiming the government violated their religious rights when social workers seized three of their newborns to give them blood transfusions.  The parents, both Jehovah's Witnesses, argue the province had no right to step in against their wishes to take temporary custody of three of their four surviving sextuplets.  B.C.'s director of child protection seized one child on a Jan. 26 order under provincial child-care legislation. An order for a second child was sought the following day and a third on Monday.  Two blood transfusions were done, and the babies were returned to the custody of their parents on Wednesday.  The couple says their constitutional rights were disregarded because, as Jehovah's Witnesses, they oppose any treatment involving blood transfusions.

In a motion filed to block future seizures of the babies, the parents, who can't be named under a publication ban, issued their first public statement:  "[My wife] and I deeply love our babies and want them to live. We continue to be heartbroken about the death of [two of them]," the husband wrote in an affidavit. "We will not, however, consent to blood transfusions. We firmly believe that our creator commands us in scriptures, such as Acts 15:28-29 to abstain from blood products."  Court documents show the parents had a strained relationship with the doctors assisting the birthing process and that the father repeatedly rejected suggestions from medical experts that aborting two of the fetuses could give the remaining four a better chance of living.

Two newborns already dead.  Two of the sextuplets — Canada's first ever — died soon after being born at the B.C. Women's Hospital and Health Centre on Jan. 5 and 6. All of the babies were 15 weeks premature and weighed less than 2.2 pounds each.  B.C. Minister of Children and Family Development Tom Christensen made it clear that regardless of a family's religious affiliation, "the obligation is to ensure that a child in need of protection … gets the treatment required," even if that means the ministry must step in.  But Shane Brady, the Ontario lawyer representing the family, said the government must first give the parents a fair hearing, which the parents never received.  "They are very frustrated and deeply hurt by this unwarranted interference in this very difficult and challenging part of their children's treatment," Brady said of the parents.  The parents will be back in court in late February, when they will demand a government apology for violating their religious freedoms, and then try to persuade the court to end the possibility of future seizures.  http://www.cbc.ca/canada/story/2007/02/01/sextuplet-transfusion-070201.html
B.C., parents tussle over sxtuplets.  By Scott Stutherland and Dirk Meissner.  VICTORIA (CP) - Four babies are struggling to live while a furious debate rages outside their hospital room about religious freedom and the power of the state to protect its citizens.   The four babies are the survivors of Vancouver sextuplets born last month almost three months premature. The parents are Jehovah's Witnesses who say they were horrified when the government seized custody of three of them and gave two blood transfusions, a procedure their religion forbids.   The B.C. government said it was obligated by law to temporarily seize the babies and administer the blood transfusions for health reasons against the wishes of their parents. 

It's gut-wrenching, emotion-churning territory, all while the lives of four children hang in the balance, says Dr. Juliet Guichon, a medical ethicist at the University of Calgary who has monitored other clashes between Jehovah's Witnesses and government.   But the blood battle has the potential to end happily for the parents and their babies, she said.   Ironically, it all depends on how hard they fight the government.   "(It) could be seen as liberating because it takes the parents out of an impossible social situation," said Guichon.  The parents, who risk being shunned for life by the church because their children received the transfusions, can now plead they abided by the blood ban, but couldn't stop the government, she said.   "They can hold their head up among the Jehovah's Witness community and say, 'We protested, we went to court."' 

The church and the parents know deep down the government will step in to save the children, even if it means blood transfusions, Guichon said.   Two medical experts helped advise the B.C. government to seize the children. 

The Canadian Press has learned the government used the medical experts' advice to apply a section of the B.C. Child, Family and Community Service Act in taking custody of the children.   Section 30 allowed the government to act before the parents had a hearing, even though one was scheduled for later this month.   That section says the province's regional director of child welfare doesn't need a court order to move in as long as there are "reasonable grounds" to believe the child's health or safety is in immediate danger. 

"(My wife) and I could not bear to be at the hospital while they were violating our little girl," the father of the sextuplets said in a court affidavit.   "We took our immense sadness and grief and tried to console each other in private."   The parents, who cannot be identified under a court order, have refused to speak to the media since their children were born in the first week of January almost three months premature.   Two of the sextuplets have since died and the rest have remained in hospital.   Last Friday, the government took custody of three of the remaining children and the blood transfusions were done. On Wednesday, the government withdrew the seizure order and the parents regained custody.   However, the act allows the province to move in once again if the circumstances are repeated. 

The group that speaks for the Christian sect in Canada was inundated with calls Thursday from reporters wanting to know its response to the current controversy and seeking clarification on why Jehovah's Witnesses refuse blood transfusions.   The release also said hospitals in Canada and the United States have treated extremely premature infants without blood transfusions by taking smaller samples of blood and accepting lower hemoglobin levels, among other things.  "It is important for the media and others to avoid making stereotypical assumptions regarding Jehovah's Witnesses," the statement said.  When asked why the sect refuses blood transfusions, spokesman Mark Ruge directed reporters to the Jehovah's Witnesses website. 

On it, the group cites Bible passages to back up their belief. They include Leviticus 17:10-14, which reads in part:   "And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set my face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his people."   The group also cites Acts 15:19-20, which states that God's followers must "abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood."   But Jehovah's Witnesses are not barred from receiving organ transplants or from using blood products.   "Since the Bible makes no clear statement about the use of minor blood fractions or the immediate reinfusion of a patient's own blood during surgery, a medical process known as blood salvaging, the use of such treatments is a matter of personal choice," the site says. Similarly, the faith has no problem with vaccines, some of which contain blood products. 

A former Jehovah's Witness said the blood ban isn't always as strict as it appears.   "The word is symantics," said Kerry Louderback-Wood, of Fort Myers, Florida.   "A rose by another name smells sweeter. On one hand, we do not take blood in any form. On the other hand, 'Oh, you can have albumen, hemoglobin, by personal decision."'   Louderback-Wood, 38 and almost nine months pregnant, said her mother died of a heart attack after she refused a blood transfusion late in her life.   Earlier in her life, she accepted blood after hemorrhaging while giving birth to one of her children, she said.   Louderback-Wood said she remembers her mother telling her there were some things in life that should be kept from the church. 

She said she quit being a Jehovah's Witness in her teens when she realized her university aspirations would be frowned on by the church.   She said in a later e-mail that Jehovah's Witness doctrine has shifted over the years. For example, she said in the 1960s, organ transplants weren't allowed, but they are now.   "What's sad is think of all the people who died or came down with polio/other diseases because of these bans that were later lifted.   "Why should the baby's die, when Jehovah may change his stance on blood in the future."  http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Canada/2007/02/01/3499047-cp.html
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A woman enters BC Women's Hospital in Vancouver, B.C., Sunday, January 7, 2007. (Richard Lam / CP PHOTO)
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Dr. Brian Lupton, chief of neo-natal care at B.C. Women's Hospital, right, speaks to reporters as Dr. Liz Whynot looks on during a news conference in Vancouver on Monday January 8, 2007 regarding the birth of sextuplets at the hospital this past weekend. (CP / Chuck Stoody)

 Woman gives birth to sextuplets at B.C. hospital. Updated Mon. Jan. 8 2007 11:22 PM ET.  CTV.ca News Staff. A woman has delivered sextuplets at a Vancouver hospital this weekend, a rare event believed to be a Canadian first, doctors have confirmed.   The four boys and two girls were delivered after just 25 weeks by C-section. Each weighs about 1.8 pounds, but a spokesperson at B.C. Women's Hospital said they are "in fair condition."   The parents are Jehovah's Witnesses and do not want to speak to the media about the delivery and have requested to remain anonymous.   "While they understand that there is a lot of public interest in the birth of their babies, they are feeling overwhelmed," said hospital president Dr. Liz Whynot. 

One of the sextuplets was delivered at 8:30 p.m. Saturday night and the rest were born Sunday morning.   On average, babies born after 25 weeks gestation spend 100 days in neonatal intensive care, and about 80 per cent survive.  Dr. Timothy Rowe, who heads the division of reproductive endocrinology and infertility at the University of British Columbia, says the babies will likely have underdeveloped lungs and could even be blind.   Lynda Haddon, a multiple birth educator, said raising sextuplets will be a daunting challenge for the parents.   

"There's a rollercoaster of emotions, from euphoria to fear," Haddon told CTV Newsnet.  "Then there's the logistics: how are they going to fit in my car? What am I going to do with baby sitters? Am I going to have a life? How will I pay for them?" The B.C. Women's Hospital is the same one that delivered the conjoined twins of Vernon, B.C.'s Felicia Simms back in October. Her children left hospital just before Christmas.    In the modern era, most multiple births have been attributed to the use of fertility drugs. Without drugs, sextuplets occur only once in several billion births.  

The Gilmour family of Saskatoon gave birth to quintuplets in 1999. Those children were conceived with the aid of fertility treatments. One child died in the womb, but the remaining five who were born survived despite arriving 11 weeks prematurely.   The Gilmour quintuplets were reportedly only the eighth set of quintuplets in Canada since the famous Dionne quintuplets, who were born in 1934 in northern Ontario, long before the advent of today's fertility drugs. 

While the Dionne quintuplets were the first to have survived birth, their young lives became something of a freak show. The Ontario government seized them from their mother and put them in a special hospital where people could watch them play behind one-way glass.   Their mother fought for nine years to regain custody. The three surviving women received a $4-million settlement from the Ontario government in 1998 as compensation for their early mistreatment. 

In 1974, sextuplets born in South Africa became the first to survive their infancy. News of the B.C. sextuplets' birth came as another sextuplet, John Van Houten of Hamilton, Mich., celebrated his third birthday.   John's four brothers and sisters will have their birthdays on Jan. 16, while the youngest Van Houten sextuplet turns 3 a day later.   With a report by CTV's Keri Adams and files from The Canadian Press.   http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20070107/bc_sextuplets_070108?s_name=&no_ads=

Sextuplets are born into a religious debate

The premature babies may need blood transfusions to survive. But their parents' faith prohibits such treatments.

By Maggie Farley, Times Staff Writer
January 17, 2007 

OTTAWA — Canada's first sextuplets, born more than a week ago, are facing an additional complication to the usual premature baby's struggle for survival: Their parents' religion forbids blood transfusions, a typical part of a preemie's treatment.

The babies' condition remains a mystery, and the hospital refuses to confirm reports that one infant has died.

The six babies were born Jan. 5 and 6 in Vancouver, British Columbia, to parents who are Jehovah's Witnesses. Delivered at 25 weeks, more than halfway through the typical 40-week pregnancy, the four boys and two girls averaged 1.6 pounds and can rest in the palm of an average man's hand. The survival rate for such births is about 80%.

The parents have asked to remain anonymous, and the hospital has not provided information since shortly after the births, when a spokesman reported that the babies were in fair condition.

On Tuesday, hospital officials would not comment on a media report citing sources in the hospital that one of the boys had died.

"The family asks that their privacy be respected," said a spokeswoman for B.C. Women's Hospital in Vancouver. "They haven't provided instructions for releasing a statement."

The news of Canada's first sextuplets and the role of the parents' religion in their children's chances for survival have riveted a nation that prides itself on tolerance.

The infants face months in intensive care as their nascent organs, muscles and immunities develop enough for them to live on their own. Blood transfusions are a typical part of a preemie's treatment, experts say, because of their low blood volume and vulnerability to anemia. They also must have their blood drawn repeatedly for tests.

Although Jehovah's Witnesses can receive almost any medical intervention, including fertility treatments, organ transplants and vaccinations, the religion's interpretation of the Bible prohibits blood transfusions.

A passage in the Bible cited as the basis for the prohibition is from Leviticus: "And you must not eat any blood in any places where you dwell, whether that of fowl or that of beast. Any soul who eats any blood, that soul must be cut off from his people."

The prohibition probably was meant to prevent the contamination of water supplies, wrote religious scholar Michael Duggan of St. Mary's University College in Calgary, Alberta. But the religion, which uses 1st century Christianity as its model, has interpreted it literally to forbid the "consumption" or spilling of blood.

Mark Ruge, spokesman for the Jehovah's Witnesses in Canada, said, "It mentions in the Bible to abstain from blood, and so we follow that. We want the best for the children, but without blood."

Asked about the consequences of accepting a transfusion, Ruge said that those who did not follow the Bible's teachings would no longer be Jehovah's Witnesses "by their own accord."

Canada's child protection laws ensure that babies get the medical treatment necessary to keep them alive, even if it takes a court order.

A 1995 decision by Canada's Supreme Court in a similar case of a premature baby born to a Jehovah's Witnesses couple concluded that the infant's medical interests trumped the parents' religious rights.

Neither Vancouver's Child Welfare Department nor the hospital have applied for a court order, a provincial court official said.

Even if they don't have a choice, the parents face a conundrum. If they accept blood transfusions to save the babies' lives, it could cut them off from their religious community at a time when they needed its support.

When Lawrence Hughes, 56, was a Jehovah's Witness, he faced a similar problem. In 2002, his 16-year-old daughter, Bethany, needed blood transfusions as part of her treatment for leukemia. His wife, daughter and the Jehovah's Witnesses community in Calgary opposed the transfusions. After much struggle, he signed the consent forms, and was cut off from his family and congregation.

Jehovah's Witnesses typically live and pray together and discourage association with people outside the congregation.

"I was completely isolated," Hughes said.

After Bethany had 38 transfusions, her mother took her into hiding, and the girl eventually died. Hughes is suing the Jehovah's Witnesses, claiming the lawyers who fought the forced treatments did not act in his daughter's best interests.

"I knew that once I signed the consent form, that was it. I knew I'd lose my family, my friends and my faith," he said. "I did it to try to save my daughter, but I lost her too."

Hughes, who works at an architectural firm in Calgary, has joined with other former Jehovah's Witnesses and dissenters in the church to seek a change in policy regarding blood transfusions. In recent years, the religion has allowed patients to receive what it calls "fractions," or components of blood, but not whole blood.

The prohibition presents a problem for doctors as well, said Juliet Guichon, a medical bioethicist at the University of Calgary.

"The consequences of refusing blood in certain situations are fatal," Guichon said in a telephone interview. "There must be something to make people choose that. If it's coercion or fear, the physician must be aware of that."  maggie.farley@latimes.com
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/asection/la-fg-sextuplets17jan17,1,5664111.story?coll=la-news-a_section
B.C. seized 3 sextuplets for blood transfusions

Father, a devout Jehovah's Witness, likens province's intervention to 'a hit and run' 

MARK HUME AND PETTI FONG 

From Thursday's Globe and Mail

VANCOUVER — The legal, medical and religious worlds have collided in the neonatal ward of a B.C. hospital, where doctors are struggling to keep alive four of six premature babies born last month to parents who are devout Jehovah's Witnesses.

Two of the sextuplets have died since the Jan. 7 multiple births.

On the weekend, social workers from the provincial government seized three of the remaining four, just long enough to give two of them blood transfusions, over the objections of the parents.

"A social worker is now making crucial medical decisions for three of our children," an affidavit filed Tuesday by the father said.

Blood transfusions weren't an issue in the two deaths, a government source said, because the procedure would not have helped to keep the infants alive.

The three seized babies have legally been returned to the parents, whose names are protected by a court order, but physically they remain in the premature-baby ward, under the care of doctors at Women's and Children's Hospital.

The parents, who have shrouded themselves in secrecy for the past three weeks, filed a court action Tuesday against the government, saying they want a hearing before the Supreme Court of British Columbia. A hearing is set for Feb. 22 to 23.

In an affidavit filed by the father, the parents quote Scriptures that Jehovah's Witnesses say forbid them from having blood transfusions.

They said that when one of their babies was taken away to receive blood, they left the building because they "could not bear to be at the hospital when they were violating our little girl. 

"We took our immense sadness and grief and tried to console each other in private."

The father says that, at 12 weeks and then at 18 weeks into his wife's pregnancy, doctors advised them that she could have a procedure called "selective reduction" in which some of the fetuses are terminated, in order to give the others a better chance of a healthy birth.

"As Jehovah's Witnesses we believe that to have aborted any of our sextuplets would be a profound disregard for life and violation of God's law," the affidavit said.

In the last two weeks of pregnancy, doctors asked the parents whether they wanted the babies resuscitated on birth, the father said.

"Without resuscitation, the babies would die. They explained that one-half of babies born at 24 or 25 weeks gestation die before being discharged from hospital. They told us that of the babies that do survive, many will have severe life-long handicap[s]. . . . We told the doctors we wanted our sextuplets to be resuscitated.

"Now, just three weeks later, because we choose alternative medical treatments to blood transfusions, we have been stripped of our parental rights and have been labelled unfit," the affidavit said.

"We want the best medical care for our children and want them to live. We have consented to all required treatment and have asked the doctors to more actively employ available alternatives to blood transfusions. We will not, however, consent to blood transfusions," it said.

Shane Brady, a Georgetown, Ont., lawyer who is representing the family, said the couple is seeking a court ruling that the government acted improperly when it obtained a treatment order from a judge last Friday, without hearing from the parents.

"What the government did is wrong," Mr. Brady said. "The father described it to me like this -- it's a hit and run."

He said the four babies who remain alive are in stable condition.

Tom Christensen, B.C. Minister of Children and Family Development, said he couldn't comment specifically on the case because of privacy legislation, but the government's policy is to intervene whenever it believes children are in need of protection.

Eike-Henner Kluge, an expert in bioethics and a professor at the University of Victoria, said that even though the Charter of Rights and Freedoms allows for freedom of religion, it does not apply in this case because the babies are not considered able to give their consent.

"While the parents are at liberty to make martyrs of themselves, their children aren't," Dr. Kluge said. 

"The reason for that is if one was to allow minority religious groups or individuals to practise values not held by the general run-of-the-mill public, the children are discriminated against by being born to these parents." http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20070201.wxbcsextuplets01/BNStory/National/
Sextuplets may spark transfusion debate. Tom Blackwell, National Post.  Published: Wednesday, January 10, 2007
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  Jehovah's Witness does not allow blood transfusions, which are often needed by babies born as prematurely as the B.C. sextuplets.  Photograph by : Getty Images 

 

Tom Blackwell, National Post.  Published: Wednesday, January 10, 2007.  The combination of Jehovah's Witness parents and six tiny infants who may need blood transfusions could push the Vancouver sextuplets into the centre of an emotional religious dispute, one that might even end up in court, experts suggested yesterday.  Specialists say babies born so early -- the sextuplets were born on the weekend in the 25th week of pregnancy -- commonly need blood to counteract life-threatening anemia. Yet a Jehovah's Witnesses' spokesman confirmed that all members of the sect must refuse transfusions as a fundamental part of their beliefs.

Hospital and child welfare officials will likely request a court order allowing them to impose the treatment if it becomes necessary and the parents object, said Juliet Guichon, a University of Calgary medical ethicist who has studied such conflicts.  "At the end of the day, the patients are the babies, and the physicians must do what's in the best interests of the babies," Ms. Guichon said.  "The babies will be protected by the courts, there is no doubt about that."  She cited a 1995 Supreme Court of Canada decision dealing with the premature baby of another Jehovah's Witness couple. The judges concluded the infant's medical interests overrode the parents' religious rights.  It is common for extremely premature babies to require a blood transfusion, "and it is likely to be more than one transfusion," said Dr. Susan Albersheim, a neonatologist at B.C. Women's Hospital, where the sextuplets were born.

As well as the threat of anemia, such newborns have a tiny volume of blood and doctors have to withdraw significant amounts to carry out a variety of tests, she said. The neonatal team has in the past had to deal with Jehovah's Witness parents who opposed a transfusion, said the specialist, but she declined to say how those cases were resolved.  "In most situations, you would try as hard as you can to respect the parents, at the same time as doing what is best for the child," she said.  Little is known about the mother and father of the six babies, except that they are Jehovah's Witnesses and have asked for privacy as they try to come to terms with what appears to be the largest multiple birth ever in Canada.  Being members of the close knit Christian denomination, where fellow parishioners often become friends and work colleagues, means the family will have no shortage of help to deal with the new additions to their family, said Mark Ruge, a spokesman for the group's national headquarters in Georgetown, Ont.

Congregations are deliberately kept to no more than about 100 people so everyone can get to know each other, said Mr. Ruge. They spend hours together doing door-to-door canvassing and attend a number of meetings each week, he said. Other parents of multiple-birth children say such aid is crucial in dealing with the monumental child care challenge.  However, the infants still have months of medical care in hospital ahead of them, with their survival not at all assured, physicians say.  Extremely premature babies experience a drop in levels of hemoglobin, the protein in red blood cells that transports oxygen from the lungs to the rest of the body, to the point where anemia often develops, said Ian Mitchell, a Calgary pediatrician who has dealt with Jehovah's Witness patients.  It is very common for such infants to require transfusions as a result, he said. Jehovah's Witnesses, citing various parts of the Bible, believe that blood is sacred to God and that Christianity forbids its consumption, storage or transfusion.

In a paper published with Dr. Mitchell last month in the journal Pediatrics and Child Health, Ms. Guichon argued that patients and their families sometimes feel pressure from the organization to oppose a transfusion even when they might feel differently themselves.  The fear, both explicit and implied, is that anyone who agrees to accept a transfusion will be banished from the organization, and lose the social network on which they depend, said Ms. Guichon. That prospect may be even more frightening for the B.C. couple, given how much they will need the help of their fellow Witnesses, she said.  But Mr. Ruge said Jehovah's Witnesses do not reject transfusions because they feel coerced. In addition to their religious beliefs, most are convinced that they are better off physicially without the blood, and there are many alternatives now to transfusions, he said.  "I wouldn't have a blood transfusion for a million bucks."

However, he did not deny the consequences of willingly undergoing a transfusion. Anyone who does so "wouldn't be a Jehovah's Witness [any more], of his own accord," said Mr. Ruge. "Jehovah's Witnesses follow the teachings of Christ and by your own actions you wouldn't be one."  A spokesman for the B.C. Ministry of Children and Family Development said he could not comment specifically on the case. But he noted that if a health-care worker learns that a child, including a newborn, may be at risk because of a parent refusing a recommended treatment, he or she has a legal duty to report the situation to child welfare officials.

With blood transfusion, the resulting actions by authorities could include seeking an order in court, said the spokesman.  In a 1990s case in Toronto, doctors believed the premature baby of Jehovah's Witness parents might need a transfusion because of plummeting hemoglobin levels and potentially fatal congestive heart failure.  The parents objected, and the dispute wound up in court. The baby eventually received the transfusion, and the Supreme Court later ruled that protection of a child's right to life and to health is a "basic tenet of our legal system," taking precedence over parents' religious rights.  Nevertheless, such disagreements involving transfusions and Jehovah's Witnesses are often resolved amicably without resort to legal action, said Dr. Mitchell.

http://www.canada.com/topics/bodyandhealth/story.html?id=b2a http://www.canada.com/topics/bodyandhealth/story.html?id=b2abf344-08e9-4ba6-8b5d-6d6da31ffeda&p=2bf344-08e9-4ba6-8b5d-6d6da31ffeda
January 10, 2007.  Dilemma for Jehovah's witness sextuplets.  Vancouver Sun.
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/story.html?id=12591a0a-d239-4b72-82f4-9bf455e1a8c9

Premature babies often need blood transfusions, MD says by Pamela Fayerman, Vancouver Sun

January 10, 2007.  Most very low birthweight infants born at 25 weeks gestation require multiple blood transfusions, neonatologists say, which could be a dilemma in the case of Vancouver's four-day-old sextuplets, whose parents are Jehovah's Witnesses.

Although it is not known how devout the parents are, Jehovah's Witnesses are generally adamant about refusing blood transfusions on the grounds that the Bible states people should "abstain" from blood.

Dr. Brian Lupton, a neonatologist at B.C. Women's and Children's Hospitals, where the six infants weighing just 700 to 800 grams were born last weekend, confirmed Tuesday that blood transfusions are often required in infants so premature.

Dr. Susan Albersheim, another neonatologist at the hospital who also has a PhD in ethical issues in neonatal decision-making, said that in 2004, 10 of 14 babies who entered the intensive care unit at 25 weeks gestation required transfusions, each receiving an average of six transfusions.  In 2005, 22 of 23 premature (25 week gestation) infants in the hospital's neonatal intensive care unit received an average of five transfusions during their hospital stay.

Blood transfusions are often required because premature babies have low volumes of circulating blood and are anemic (with too few red blood cells and insufficient iron) during the first months of life. As well, their blood counts drop due to blood loss from frequent blood-drawing tests that must be done to monitor their health.  Neither Lupton nor Albersheim would disclose whether the transfusion issue has already arisen for the sextuplets or what the hospital would do if the babies' parents refused to follow their medical recommendations.

"In our unit, a significant proportion of babies require transfusions. It's such a stressful experience for parents who have a baby in intensive care. But we certainly do our best to work with parents and not get to the point of conflict with parents," said Albersheim.  "Health care teams must do their best to inform parents as well as possible and to take time to really listen well. It is a very complex situation . . . We have to weigh treatment benefits, risks and outcomes, the short and long term, and it is not a simple matter," she said.  The parents of the babies, believed to be the first sextuplets in Canadian history, have not given the hospital permission to reveal any information about their treatment or current status.

They have asked for total privacy and have not even allowed a church leader to visit them, according to church elder Roland Alford. However, their faith was one of the few pieces of information they asked the hospital to divulge.

Summing up the position of Canadian case law recently, Arthur Schafer, one of the nation's leading ethicists, said judges generally decide that competent adults have a fundamental right to refuse medical treatment, but the situation is different when it comes to children and "if there is a safe and effective treatment that would save a child's life and if the family refuses to give its consent, then Canadian courts usually feel obliged to intervene.

"In this manner, many Witness children have been forced to have blood transfusions even though they and their families object strenuously," Schafer, director of the Centre for Professional and Applied Ethics at the University of Manitoba, said in a CanWest newspaper opinion piece.  Mark Ruge, the Ontario-based director of public information for the Jehovah's Witnesses Watchtower Bible Society, said Tuesday that while the Bible obviously says nothing about high-tech fertility treatments -- a form of which was likely used to produce the sextuplets -- it is clear on blood transfusions.

He said numerous medical institutions are using synthetic alternatives to blood and blood byproducts for Jehovah's Witnesses followers, who number about 110,000 across Canada, and expressed hope that such alternatives would be used for the sextuplets if treatment is required.  "Jehovah's Witnesses want the best medical care -- but without blood transfusions," he said.  Albersheim said the synthetic product to which Ruge referred -- recombinant human erythropoietin -- is not used routinely because of some concerns about potential complications but "we do use it in extenuating circumstances. In some circumstances, it helps the body to produce red cells earlier."

A study done at B.C. Children's Hospital in 1995 found the product had only a modest impact on anemia in premature babies and that some babies would still require conventional blood transfusions.

"Strategies to minimize blood loss, such as the development of microtechniques for laboratory monitoring, the avoidance of unnecessary laboratory tests, and, perhaps clinical acceptance of lower hemoglobin levels, are likely to be most most effective in reducing transfusion requirements at this time," the B.C. authors said in the study published in The Journal of Pediatrics.  Albersheim said all of those suggestions are followed, but transfusions are still a required intervention in many premature infants. pfayerman@png.canwest.com  http://children.safepassagefoundation.org/archives/2007/01/dilemma_for_jeh.html
B.C. government had 'obligation' to seize babies: premier. Last Updated: Thursday, February 1, 2007 | 4:37 PM ET. CBC News. Premier Gordon Campbell defended his government's seizure of three of the surviving sextuplets born last month in Vancouver, and said Thursday the B.C. government will continue to look out for their well-being.  The province took custody of the three babies in the past week, allowing two to receive blood transfusions, despite the objections of their parents. Their lawyer is now seeking a judicial review of how the case was handled.
"We live in a country where we respect religious freedoms, where we respect religious beliefs," said Campbell. "But we have an obligation to protect children in British Columbia and to protect their lives. We act, I think, with the children's best interests in mind. We will continue to do that.  And I think that's a responsibility that we must exercise while someone isn't yet of the age where they can make those decisions themselves."  The sextuplets were born at B.C. Women's Hospital in early January, and the parents are Jehovah's Witnesses. The religious group bans transfusions.  Two of the six died before the province seized the surviving babies.

Parents regain custody.  The province officially relinquished custody of the children at a hearing in B.C. provincial court Thursday morning.

[image: image15.jpg]



Shane Brady, lawyer for the parents of six babies born in B.C., says the province should not get involved in the medical treatment of the four surviving sextuplets. (CBC)

Shane Brady, the lawyer for the family, said the parents had a constitutional right to a hearing before the government seized their children and made the decision to allow them to have the transfusions.   Brady said all four remaining babies were in stable condition, and the parents feel their health can be managed without government intervention.  "They hope the B.C. government will stay out of the matter, and leave it between the doctors and the parents to continue to get competent medical care for these children, but that also respects their religious conscience."  The two sides will be back in court in three weeks.

http://www.cbc.ca/health/story/2007/02/01/bc-sextuplets.html
STALKING: Rose of British Columbia, Canada, wrote “Yes!  I was stalked by elders in the Willoughby Congregation in Langley BC

My CRAZY second husband had them believing that I was having an affair with my disfellowshipped first husband when he came by to pick up the kids for his visitation.  On at least 3 occasions, I saw them sitting in a car watching my house, I think to see if it was true.   It always seemed to happen during a scheduled access time.  It was completely UNTRUE!!!

My CRAZY second husband (who I married for all the wrong JW reasons) has now served a 30-day sentence and 1 year probation for threatening and harassing myself and my family.  The j-dubs still appear to be on his side.

IDIOTS!!  Jehovah's really flowin' that holy spirit on them that they have to resort those kind of measures to get their "proof."

Rose”  http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/11/123623/1.ashx
=MANITOBA:
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BRANDON near WINNEPEG: George Edward Watson, a 42-year-old Jehovah's Witness elder was charged with sexually assaulting a 75 year old woman at Brandon Regional Hospital a little over a year prior to October 1, 2003. Apparently at the hospital on religion-related business, it was charged that Watson, pretending to be a doctor, had her open her nightgown, kissed her breasts and began taking down his pants. Reportedly the hospital did not want the matter made public; trial was set for November 2003 at which time judge Krystyna Tywid dismissed the case believing the victim may have misidentified Watson as he was unfairly highlighted in a police line-up where he was neatly attired. The woman had described her attacker as well groomed and nattily attired, and later picked Watson's photo from a police photo lineup including seven other pictures.  http://winnipeg.cbc.ca/regional/servlet/View?filename=mb_brandon20031001
http://www.canoe.ca/NewsStand/WinnipegSun/News/2003/12/12/284632.html
Winnipeg's Shirley Hardiman was 11 in 1963 when she says her mom's boyfriend sexually abused her. Her mom reported it to elders of their Montreal congregation. "They told my mother to keep it quiet, to send me away," she says. Hardiman spent the next five years in foster care until she was reunited with her mother at age 16. Her abuser, who died 10 years ago, was never reprimanded by the church, she said. "There's this really strong belief that you can not do or say anything that brings shame on the organization," said Hardiman, 50, who now works as an abuse counsellor. http://www.fatherstouch.com/storminthehall.htm
Brenda Carr read a poem on behalf of “Carie –“ a pedophile abused victim from Winnepeg. http://www.jehovahswitnessonline.com/viewtopic.php?t=729
=NEW BRUNSWICK:
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MINTO: Alexander Bazowsky (age 5) died after rejection of blood transfusion July 1989 as youngest of 3 children of Carol & Brian Bazowsky & Grandson of Al and Dorothy Bazowsky + (http://www.ajwrb) QUISPAMSIS: Joshua Walker (16) died after rejection of blood transfusion 10-4-94 + (http://www.ajwrb)
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St John's: Adrian Yeatts (15) died 9-13-93 at the Dr. Charles A. Janeway Child Health Centre agreeing with parents refusal of blood transfusion + (http://www.ajwrb)
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BRIDGEWATER: Mark Anthony Simpson of Centre was arrested June 17, 2003 and charged with kidnapping a (non-JW) 9 year old girl. (Halifax Chronicle Herald, Bridgewater Bulletin, http://silentlambs.org/newsletter/NewsLetterItem.cfm?SendoutID=111 ) "Jane claims that over a 30-year period, she personally knew 14 disfellowshipped Witnesses who took their own lives, most of them in Nova Scotia." # (The Coast, Vol. 11 #17 September 25-Oct 2, 2003  http://www.watchtowernews.org/bearingwitness.htm)
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Grace Gough

EX-JWs: Grace Gough of Cult Awareness & Recovery; St. Jacobs; 1-519-664-2857 gee.gee@rogers.com grace_gough@rogers.com http://exjehovahswitness.homestead.com/exjehovahswitnesses.html
Chris Stire of Life After Watchtower Ministries; St. Thomas; 519-633-8211; lifeafter@sympatico.ca
www.lifeafterwatchtowersupport.50megs.com
Warren Lusk along with Randy Watters of California, U.S.A., issued a news release on the Watchtower Society’s affiliation with the U.N. and Warren’s contact information was 613-549-4000 ext. 2634 (Kingston, Ontario) luskwa@ene.gov.on.ca
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Molested by his Jehovah’s Witness father, Donald D’Haene wrote Father’s Touch
AYLMER: In his book, Father's Touch, Donald D'Haene (in 2003 living in London, Ontario province in Canada) described how he was repeatedly sodomized, fondled and abused in what his Jehovah's Witness father called "a game." In 1973, a family member shared the secret with an elder in the family's JW in Aylmer. Elders asked "cold, blunt, and matter of fact," questions to the children, his father confessed, was "disfellowshipped," or excommunicated although no reason was given and his mother publicly rebuked for failing to come to the elders. No one called police or Children's Aid. Donald D'Haene went to police several years later. In 1982, his father was convicted of three counts of gross indecency for what the judge called "indescribably vile acts." In 2003 Jehovah's Witness spokesman Clive Thomas wouldn't say how many were on Canada's JW database for pedophiles who are JWs but confirmed 12 abusers had been identified in Ontario in the last two years. http://www.fatherstouch.com/storminthehall.htm http://www.fatherstouch.com/
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BRAMPTON: Darren Frost was from Brampton; has helped protest the Watchtower anti-transfusions policy along with Lawrence Hughes and Grace Gough of St. Jacobs, Ontario.  http://www.thehaltonherald.ca/0192.html
CARLETON PLACE: "Parents: Joel and Lynn Salles [sic? Pronounced sal-iss] Their 4 year son died because he needed suregy with included a blood transfusion. I have no details of the medical problem itself.  Lynn told me that she thought, "A miracle would happen where our son who be saved at the last minute, like some experiences in the magazines. I almost left the truth afterwards. On a personal note, they are a wonderful couple, really nice people. They still are devestated to this day by their loss. They still believe that they made the "right" decision as now their son has everlasting life. I never did try to prove otherwise to them - such as showing them the Bulgarian agreement because it would totally destroy them when they realized what they did." by Skeptic at http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/6/19219/1.ashx)

KITCHENER: Canada-Jehovah's Witnesses Elder pedophile criminal assault Diary leads to sex assault charge.  Incidents are alleged to have occurred during Jehovah's Witness visits. DIANNE WOOD. dwood@therecord.com reporter on case.  newsroom@therecord.com Waterloo Record, Canada. KITCHENER (Nov 9, 2006). When a Kitchener man inadvertently discovered a diary in his basement that had been written by his teenage daughter, he was shocked to see it contained the name of a former elder at the family's church.  The name Claude Martin was in bold, the man told a judge yesterday at Martin's trial for sexually assaulting that girl and another girl who attended Martin's Jehovah's Witnesses congregation.  Martin, 76, pleaded not guilty to sexual interference of the two girls. He allegedly touched the man's daughter with his hand some time between January, 2001 and December, 2002. He allegedly touched the other girl with his penis between January, 1988 and December, 1989.

What the girl's father read in the diary eventually led him and his wife to call police, he testified.  Although the contents of the diary weren't disclosed in court, the man's daughter testified Martin touched her buttocks with his hand and put his finger on her vagina during a Saturday morning door-to-door visit by the pair to a Kitchener home.  They were standing on a landing inside the front door, she said. The homeowner had gone downstairs briefly and his son had disappeared.  She thinks she was 10 at the time. She and Martin often made the door-to-door visits to attempt to gain adherents to the Jehovah's Witnesses. Her parents, who were usually nearby in a car with other church members making similar visits, were fine with it.  Kitchener's Ontario Court heard the girl's father found the diary by a fluke in the winter of 2005.

He heard the family dog chewing something downstairs in the basement and went to check.  The dog had a notebook. The man picked it up and scanned it.  "In bold printed letters was the name Claude Martin in the middle of the page,'' he testified.  He waited for his wife to come home, thinking she should be the one to talk to their daughter about what he read. After their talk, the man said based on what his wife told him, "There was validity to this.''  They didn't know what to do, he said. Several church elders heard about the allegation and visited their home.  "The impression we were left with was pick up the carpet and sweep it under, and carry on with your life,'' he said. "We wanted to know there was going to be something done in the organization.''  

The family had attended Martin's congregation for more than a decade before leaving because of stress long before they found the diary.   The father said outside court that the church expected members to be busy at something every night of the week. He and his wife found it too much pressure, along with raising a family and other obligations.  "As far as the organization, I can't say anything negative,'' the father said outside court. "This is strictly a personal dealing. The only thing I have to say negative is how they tried to sweep it under the carpet.''  When they realized how much pressure had been lifted by quitting, they never returned to the church, he said.   The girl, who is now 16, told Crown prosecutor Mark Poland she never told her parents about the alleged sexual assault because, "It was embarrassing and private.''

She wrote details in her diary several years later because she was angry about a number of things, she said.  "A whole bunch of stuff was bothering me and I had to write it down.''  She rejected defence lawyer James Marentette's suggestion that she might have felt Martin's briefcase on her buttocks, and not his hand, while they were standing inside the home.  She said Martin had changed his briefcase from one hand to another so his hand was free to molest her.  After she and her parents reported the alleged incident to police in 2005, the girl said her parents were told about the second alleged complainant. That girl was allegedly standing up against a counter when Martin came up behind her and rubbed his pelvic area against her, she said. She, herself, never talked to that girl about those allegations, she said.

When the trial continues, the Crown will argue that the judge should admit a statement he said Martin made to police. Based on the statement, Poland will argue Martin engaged in prior discreditable conduct with yet a third female.  The trial continues on Dec. 5. dwood@therecord.com  http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/8/123786/1.ashx
JW Elder Claude Martin Convicted Of Child Molestation http://www.silentlambs.org/newsletter/NewsLetterItem.cfm?SendoutID=503
Waterloo Record, Canada - 3 minutes ago A former Jehovah's Witness elder has been convicted of sexually assaulting a 10-year-old girl who attended his congregation. Justice ... A former Jehovah's Witness elder has been convicted of sexually assaulting a 10-year-old girl who attended his congregation. Justice Michael Epstein said Claude Martin's evidence at his trial was "completely unreasonable.' He was skeptical of Martin's precise recall of an incident in 2000 or 2001 when he went door-to-door with the girl to pass out Jehovah's Witness literature. The girl testified Martin put his hand on her buttock and extended his finger and put pressure on her vagina over her clothes during a brief moment while they stood alone on a landing of the home. Martin, 77, had made many such visits with that girl and other children in the church over the years, and would have no reason to recall details of that visit unless something happened to make that day stand out, the judge said. 

"Claude Martin professed an incredible memory of this event,' Epstein said. He suggested Martin may have been "inventing' his evidence. Martin testified that he might have inadvertently touched the girl while shifting his briefcase from one hand to another as they were standing in the small space. Recalling that and other details "defies and stretches credulity and common sense to the breaking point,' Epstein said. He described Martin's testimony as "sarcastic, aggressive, testy and argumentative. There was an overall air of smugness about him, I found.' In contrast, the victim was an "excellent' witness, he said. "It's clear the incident she described was most upsetting to her.' He also agreed with the Crown's argument that the girl had no hostility towards Martin, a pillar of the church she had once admired. The incident would never have come to light if the girl's father hadn't found a diary entry she made about the incident years later, Epstein said. 

The girl, who is now 16, wants to submit a victim-impact statement for the sentencing on Jan. 5. The judge found Martin not guilty of sexually assaulting a second girl in 1988 or 1989 when she was about 11. That girl testified Martin came up behind her while she was in his kitchen baking him a pie, put his hands on her hips and pressed his erect penis into her back. Her father was in the living room at the time. But Epstein accepted the testimony of Martin and his daughter, along with photographs, showing the kitchen counter space was too small and too crowded for pie baking. People normally used the table, the trial heard. Epstein also agreed with defence lawyer James Marentette that the girl hadn't turned around to see if it really was Martin behind her. The mother of the other victim approached her in 2005 and she decided to come forward to support her. dwood@therecord.com
Canada Elder Gets No Jail Time. The Prosecuter, criticized leaders of the congregation for being "completely uncooperative" with police during their investigation.  No jail time for church elder Waterloo Record, Canada - 18 minutes ago.

A respected Jehovah's Witness elder was put on probation for two years yesterday for molesting a young girl while they were going door to door to spread ... Probation for man who fondled girl while on Jehovah's Witness visits. BRIAN CALDWELL.  A respected Jehovah's Witness elder was put on probation for two years yesterday for molesting a young girl while they were going door to door to spread their faith. "It's like a priest fondling a child during a religious service," said Crown prosecutor Mark Poland. Claude Martin, 77, was convicted of sexual assault for touching the 10-year-old girl's buttocks and vagina over her clothes while they were standing on the landing of a Kitchener home in 2000 or 2001. He was acquitted after a five-day trial in Ontario Court of a second count involving a girl who was about the same age during an alleged incident in the late 1980s. Although it was not admitted as evidence, the court also heard about a 2003 statement in which Martin told police he had a problem with sexual fantasies involving young girls.  He gave the statement while police were investigating an allegation that Martin exposed himself to a 12-year-old girl delivering newspapers. He was not charged in that incident. 

Defence lawyer James Marentette argued Martin paid a heavy price for the brief fondling incident after being stripped of his leadership responsibilities with the Bridgeport congregation of the church. "He is a sad and somewhat broken man as a result of the loss of those important elements of his life," said Marentette. Poland, however, stressed the breach of trust involved in the crime because the girl and her family looked up to Martin. Outside court, he also criticized leaders of the congregation for being "completely uncooperative" with police during their investigation. Members of the girl's family have said they felt elders tried to sweep the matter under the carpet after they turned to them first before going to the police. "Frankly, I think they need to be embarrassed into helping us find what the truth is in these cases," said Poland. Ross Eddy, the presiding elder of the congregation, referred questions about its handling of the case yesterday to lawyer David Gnam. Gnam called Poland's criticisms "unprofessional" and said the fact Martin has lost his leadership role -- although not his membership -- is evidence the congregation has taken action. 

"It's certainly not the position of the congregation to harbour people who sexually take advantage of children -- absolutely not," he said. Gnam said elders were in a difficult position during the investigation because they considered information about the incident confidential as a result of their pastoral role in the congregation. Martin addressed the court during his sentencing, but did not apologize to the girl or her family. Instead, he apologized to Justice Michael Epstein for his demeanour during the trial and expressed regret that the victim and her family have left the church. Epstein agreed the timing of the assault during door-to-door preaching was an "extremely aggravating circumstance."

 He also noted its devastating impact on the girl. "He represented the church in her eyes," said Epstein. "He was an elder, a well-respected man." But he also took into account Martin's age, the loss of his position in the church and his humiliation because of publicity on the case. The probation term includes an order to get counselling. In addition, Epstein placed Martin on a sex offender registry, prohibited him from working with children and banned him from parks, pools and other places kids are known to gather. bcaldwell@therecord.com write reporter on case

http://www.silentlambs.org/newsletter/NewsLetterItem.cfm?SendoutID=505
Some more links on the saga: http://p076.ezboard.com/Transcript-HughesGnam-Press-Conf-Sep-02/flambsmarchfrm20.showMessage?topicID=34.topic
OTTAWA -- A teenaged Jehovah's Witness who says she was traumatized by a blood transfusion that offended her religious principles wants the Supreme Court of Canada to overturn the legislation that forced her to undergo the procedure.

Lawyers for the teen told the court Tuesday that Manitoba child protection law is badly drafted and violates the guarantees of fundamental justice, equality before the law and religious freedom enshrined in the Charter of Rights.

The person at the heart of the case put things in more personal terms after the seven-judge panel had reserved their decision.

"What happened to me I wouldn't really like to happen to anyone else," she said outside the courtroom. 

"It was painful - even physically it was painful - but mentally it was something that I believed shouldn't be happening." 

Lawyers for the Manitoba government countered that there's nothing unconstitutional about the law, which allows for court-ordered treatment of minors in emergency situations. 

"It could never, ever be in the best interests of a child that they make a decision that might cost them their life," Norm Cuddy, counsel for provincial Child and Family Services, told the court. 

The saga began when the teenager, who can't be named and is identified for legal purposes only as A.C., went to a Winnipeg hospital in 2006 at age 14. 

She was suffering from a flare-up of Crohn's disease, a chronic illness that can cause gastrointestinal bleeding. But in keeping with Jehovah's Witness teachings that forbid blood transfusions, she said she wanted to be treated without resorting to that procedure. 

Child and Family Services went to court to obtain an order compelling her to have a transfusion after her doctor recommended that as the best course of treatment. 

They acted under a provincial law that sets 16 as the cut-off age for medical decision-making. Counsel for A.C. say such choices should be made case-by-case, according to the intellectual capability of the person involved rather than by setting an arbitrary age. 

There's no need to fear that more flexible rules would throw hospital emergency rooms into chaos, said lawyer David Day. 

"The issue is not often going to arise," he told the court. "It will not be every person under 16 - it may be very few under the age of 16 - who can establish the competency to have their treatment choices respected." 

That argument was seconded by Cheryl Milne, a lawyer for the group Justice for Children and Youth, who noted that Ontario already permits decisions on a case-by-case basis. 

"The earth has not opened up in Ontario, the roof has not fallen down," said Milne. "It's a system that has worked and has protected the rights of children." 

A.C., who now is nearly 17, moved with her family to Ontario after her 2006 difficulties in Winnipeg. She says her illness is under control and she hasn't been hospitalized again, but she remains faithful to her religious beliefs and is ready for any future crisis. 

"If it came to the point where I'd die - which I certainly hope not, because I want to live as much as the next person - it's like a decision that I've made already." 

Deborah Carlson, representing the Manitoba Attorney General's Department, argued that setting 16 as the age for medical decisions was a legitimate policy choice by the provincial legislature. 

She denied the law is arbitrary, saying the wishes of "mature minors" under 16 are taken into account in each case. But the final decision is up to a judge who also weighs the need to protect the child's life. 

"The legislation in Manitoba, taken as a whole, is in fact a sensible and balanced approach to very, very difficult issues," said Carlson. "The legislation should survive constitutional scrutiny." 

The decision by the Supreme Court, which likely won't come for several months, could have repercussions in other provinces. Several use age 16 as a legal benchmark in their child protection laws, while Alberta sets the cut-off at 18 and British Columbia at 19. 

http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20080521/jehovah_transfusion_080521?s_name=&no_ads=
Jehovah's Witnesses sued by Calgary father over cancer death of teen daughter 
BILL GRAVELAND
Aug 28, 2004  

CALGARY (CP) - A Calgary man suing the Jehovah's Witnesses, claiming they contributed to his daughter's death by encouraging her to avoid life-saving blood transfusions, said Friday his lawsuit is for her and for his family. 

"The Jehovah's Witness church stole away my family, friends and 20 years of my life," Lawrence Hughes said outside Calgary's Court of Queen's Bench, where he filed the lawsuit. "I paid a high price to give my daughter a chance to live.

"This lawsuit is for Bethany and if Bethany's listening, I want her to know I love her," he added as he choked back tears.

Bethany Hughes died at age 17 on Sept. 5, 2002, after being diagnosed with a rare and aggressive form of blood cancer seven months earlier. 

In his statement of claim, Hughes says his former wife Arliss Hughes and the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society -the organization that represents the Jehovah's Witness religion -"overtly influenced Bethany to believe that blood transfusions were wrong and would not help cure her cancer." 
The lawsuit also alleges "the Watch Tower defendants committed the (civil wrongs) of deceit and undue influence, all of which contributed to and led to the circumstances causing the death of Bethany." 

Bethany's illness and death tore the family apart and renewed public debate over how to determine when a child should be able to dictate his or her own medical care. 

When Bethany was diagnosed with leukemia at age 16, Lawrence Hughes split with the Jehovah's Witnesses and his wife over her treatment. He said the transfusions should be undertaken if that was the only way to save her. 

Jehovah's Witnesses believe that it's against God's wishes for one person to take blood from another.  [Not true]

The fight over Bethany's care was bitter. The Alberta government stepped in and won temporary custody of her and against her wishes she was given 38 transfusions until they were deemed ineffective. She died less than two months later. 

Lawyers for the Jehovah's Witnesses fought in court for the teen's right to decide her treatment. 

The Charter of Rights allows those 18 and older to decide. Medical ethics dictate that all mature children should be allowed to decide unless their competence has been compromised. 

Even though five pediatricians and psychiatrists found Bethany to be mature enough to decide her own treatment, the courts ruled she was pressured by her religion and didn't have a free, informed will. 

The Supreme Court of Canada refused to hear an appeal. 

The statement of claim, which contains allegations yet to be proven in court, said Bethany was encouraged to not question her beliefs during prayer services held in her hospital room. At one point, said the document, Arliss Hughes tried to pull intravenous lines from Bethany's arm. 

"These defendants unduly influenced Bethany to prevent her from questioning her belief system -that it was against God's law to take a blood transfusion and that if she did, she would be eternally damned by God and not survive Armageddon," reads the statement. 

The lawsuit names Watch Tower lawyers David Gnam and Shane Brady as defendants. 

Brady, reached Friday at his office in Georgetown, Ont., said the allegations have already been raised in the Hughes' divorce proceedings. 

"Mr. Hughes is entitled to his day in court. I don't say he shouldn't have his day in court but he's already had his day," he said. 

Lawrence Hughes, who brought his family to Calgary from their home in Belleville, Ont., in the late 1990s, said that because of the dispute, he has been shunned by his family and the Jehovah's Witness community. 

He said he hopes his lawsuit will help others. "I just want to stop the deaths of innocent people and hopefully to prevent my (other) daughters from dying as well." 

He is also suing the Cross Cancer Institute in Edmonton. 

After the transfusions were stopped and Bethany was released from the government's care, Hughes said the mother and the Jehovah's Witnesses secretly took her to the Cross Cancer Institute, where she was given treatment that didn't include transfusions. 

By keeping him in the dark, said Hughes in the statement, they prevented him from taking steps to get her treatment that may have helped save her. 

http://palestinename.com/jw_blood.htm
LONDON: “Mayoral hopeful left Jehovah's Witnesses  Thu, June 8, 2006.  By JONATHAN SHER, FREE PRESS CITY HALL REPORTER  jsher@lfpress.com contact.  London's latest mayoral candidate spent years going door-to-door for a faith that bars members from voting or holding office, a religion -- Jehovah's Witnesses -- whose members, she says, now shun her.   So while most candidates announce how proud they'd be to serve citizens, when Cynthia Etheridge says it, it has an air of authenticity.   "Filing to run for mayor makes me so proud to be a Canadian," Etheridge said.   Etheridge, 39, was 18 when she married a Jehovah's Witness. Over time, she grew frustrated by what she describes as the subjugation of women by men.   Women couldn't give sermons in their place of worship. When she objected to only men handling family financial affairs, she says she was called a "Jezebel." 
Four years ago, she left the Jehovah's Witnesses and her husband.   After she left, members of the faith shunned her, some going to the A&P where she worked to stare at her, one threatening to report her to Children's Aid, she said.   A mother of five, Etheridge works weekends at the Cherryhill Village Mall A&P and wakes weekdays at 3:30 a.m. to clean an Exeter Street firm.   She returns home before the first child arrives at 6:30 a.m. to her home day care.  Etheridge says she respects London Mayor Anne Marie DeCicco "because she's a woman and she's strong." 

DeCicco has been in politics for years, while Etheridge's only political experience was a failed run in 2003 for the Thames Valley District school board. But while she's a political novice, Etheridge is no stranger to the bread and butter of local campaigns.   "I did 17 years of door-to-door . . . I love talking to people. It's about the only thing I miss from being a Jehovah's Witness," she said.   Etheridge is getting help from a veteran of local campaigns, Stephen Orser, who's a candidate as well, in Ward 4. 

The two had a child together but can't marry until her divorce, which has been prolonged, is final.   Etheridge wants to ban pesticides, restore weekly garbage pickup, eliminate board of control and allow police to impound vehicles of men seeking prostitutes and to screen, for crimes, anyone who goes door-to-door.   Also running for mayor are DeCicco, who's seeking a third term, and Arthur Majoor, a longtime military reservist who wants to shrink the scope of city government and reduce taxes.   Londoners vote Nov. 13. “

SAINT THOMAS: My name is AK.  I am a 23 year old woman.  I was also raised jw.  In a small town, St.Thomas, Ontario. (the worst congregation ever!) Anyways, I am disfellowshipped now and couldn't be happier.  My mother was a closet alcoholic.  She beat us all the time over nothing.  I have an older brother and a younger sister.  He is now df'd as well.  My sister is 18 and sitting on the fence. I was sexually molested my whole childhood by an older cousin of mine.  

He was baptized the entire time that he was raping me.  The first time I can remember, I was 5 years old.  It continued until I was 14.  By that time he had been married for a few years and was (and still is) a ministerial servant.  Since he started when I was so young I did not know that it was wrong.  Later when I started telling him to stop because I thought that it wasn't right, he told me that it was our secret.  So it still went on.  He was a very strange, twisted individual.  I need not say anymore. 

It basically stopped when I hit highschool.  He lived about an hour away and I believe was destroying another poor soul.  For years I blocked it out of my head with good help from drugs and alcohol.  Which obviously led to my disfellowshipping.  When I was 18, I married a jw. (before I was df'd) We ended up both smoking,druging and drinking.  We both got df'd before our wedding so no one attended.  Shortly after we got reinstated.  We never really attended meetings.  We were still secretly smoking. 

Anyways my husband started doing hard drugs.  He'd come home late from work, I never knew what he was doing or where he was.  He lied to me all the time.  One day I walked in on him and 'my friend'.  I finally left the loser and the jw's for good. I met a wonderful man and moved in with him right away.  I told him my life story.  

He had an idea where I was coming from since one of his step sisters is a jw.  The elders found out where I was and kept calling me telling me that they were going to df me.  I did not care.  I told them go ahead, I don't want any thing to do with a religion that allows pedifiles to be in thier church.( I had told the elders what my cousin was doing to me, they asked him and he denied it so they took his word)  So finally they df'd me again (thank God).  

I'm still going through divorce proceedings from my ex.  Its taking a while.  He is still df'd.  

I moved as far away as possible with my boyfriend.  We are out in B.C.  We have a beautiful daughter together.  Life is good.  My mother is still a closet alcohloic and still in the religion.  She doesn't talk to me much.  She hates me.  Thats okay cause I have all the family I need here.  My heart goes out to all of you.  Please get out of that cult while you can!  

http://www.silentlambs.net/personal_experiences/abused_lambs.cfm
SHELBURNE: September 12 5:32 PM EST . . . Colleagues concealed sex abuse to protect 'clean image' of Witnesses, elder says . . . . By JAMES MCCARTEN .. . . TORONTO (CP) - Two church elders from an Ontario group of Jehovah's Witnesses were more worried about the "clean image" of their faith than they were the well-being of a young sexual abuse victim, one of their former colleagues said Thursday. Harald Momm was one of eight elders in the Shelburne, Ont., congregation in 1990 when he learned one of their young disciples had accused her father of sexually abusing her several years earlier. But fellow elders Steve Brown and Brian Cairns were more interested in protecting the accused, Gower Palmer, than they were the welfare of his young daughter, Momm testified. "They didn't want to have anything to do with the law of the land ...they wanted it kept quiet, and we didn't agree with that," he told lawyer Charles Mark. "This has been going on for 13 years and all I ever got out of it is: 'It is important to keep a clean image. Never mind about the victims.'" 

Brown, Cairns and the Watchtower and Bible Tract Society of Canada are among the defendants in a civil suit launched in 1998 by Vicki Boer, Palmer's daughter and herself a former Witness. Boer, now 31, alleges the defendants failed to allow her adequate treatment for the abuse she suffered between the ages of 11 and 14 in the family home in Shelburne, about 100 kilometres northwest of Toronto. Rather than immediately inform the Children's Aid Society and permit Boer to seek counselling outside the church, she was required, according to Biblical principles, to confront her father and allow him to repent his alleged sins, the suit alleges. During the final weeks of 1989 and early months of 1990, controversy raged within the Witness community over Boer's complaints, particularly amongst the eight elders charged with overseeing the congregation. Momm was one of a group of five who argued that Ontario law required them to immediately report a case of sexual abuse and allow the alleged victim to seek medical help and psychiatric counselling. 

"(Brown's) reply to me was that he didn't see it that way," Momm said. "I emphasized to him that we would have to do this reporting or I would do it myself. He made no comment." Eventually, the case was reported to Children's Aid and the police, although no charges ever ensued. Five elders, Momm among them, resigned. Meanwhile, Palmer - the remaining elders convinced of his spiritual repentance - rose through the ranks and enjoyed a level of privilege within the congregation normally reserved for the most respected members, said Momm. Boer's 58-year-old father continues to live in Shelburne and has never been criminally charged. During cross-examination Thursday, lawyer Colin Stevenson attacked Momm's motives for disagreeing with Cairns and Brown, suggesting the rift in the elders had been present long before the allegations surfaced. He also argued that Momm and his allies were confusing the spiritual law of the Witnesses, which imposes a three-year statute of limitations on such things as abuse, with the law of the land, which requires immediate reporting. At no time did Cairns or Brown ever directly tell Momm that they were trying to protect Palmer or that they were more concerned about the image of the church, Stevenson said. And he made note of the fact that Momm himself, fearful that Cairns and Brown had no plans to report the abuse, did not go to the authorities. 

"You yourself were concerned about the risks of potential prosecution for not reporting, were you not?" Stevenson asked. "Yes," Momm said. "And you yourself did not report it to the Children's Aid Society?" Stevenson continued. "No, and I regret it to this day," came the reply. John Saunders, at the time a researcher at the Watchtower's Canadian headquarters in Georgetown, Ont., told court he recommended in a memo that in cases of sexual abuse, the victim and abuser should not be made to confront each other. "I included a note suggesting elders not force victims of abuse to face their abusers, since these kinds of confrontations are potentially psychologically dangerous," Saunders testified. The recommendation was not included in a July 1988 directive from the Georgetown office advising elders to follow provincial law and notify authorities immediately in cases of sexual abuse. While victims of sexual abuse normally aren't identified in public, Boer has agreed to allow her name to be publicized as part of her effort to promote what she alleges is widespread abuse within the confines of the church's congregations. 

As part of their beliefs in a strict interpretation of Bible teachings, Jehovah's Witnesses reject anything political or "worldly" that distracts from their focus on Christ and the second coming, which they consider imminent. Birthdays, secular holidays and Christmas are not celebrated; children are often required to leave class during the Lord's Prayer and the national anthem. http://ca.news.yahoo.com/020912/6/owki.html http://www.canoe.ca/NationalTicker/CANOE-wire.Jehovah-Lawsuit.html




No jail for sex abuser in Jehovah's Witness case 

  

FROM CANADIAN PRESS 

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&call_pageid=971358637177&c=Article&cid=1125352211458&DPL=JvsODSH7Aw0u%2bwoQ
O%2bYJDSbkFxAj%2bwoUO%2bYNDSbgFxMn%2bwkVO%2bUODSXhFxMv%2bwkYO%2bQLDSTmFxIk%2bw8RO%2bMKDSPkFxUj%2bw8UO%2bMNDSPgFxUv%2bw8YO%
2bILDSLkFxQh1w%3d%3d&tacodalogin=yes 
Aug. 29, 2005. 06:55 PM 


A Jehovah's Witness who sexually abused his daughter was sentenced today to two years less a day to be served in the community in a case that cast a spotlight on how the church handles sex-abuse complaints within its ranks. 

The victim, Vicki Boer, said the sentencing of her father validates her allegations and should force the church to face up to its shortcomings in handling her abuse complaint. 
"For the first time, somebody believed me," Boer said of the judge. 
"It makes (the elders) accountable. They've never had to be accountable," she said in an interview from Fredericton .  In June, Gower Palmer pleaded guilty to one count of sexual assault in Ontario Superior Court in Orangeville, Ont., about 100 kilometres northwest of Toronto .   However, the court found he had abused his daughter on at least five separate occasions, prosecutor Eric Taylor said Monday. 
Taylor said he wanted Justice Emile Kruzick to impose a prison term on Palmer in the three-year range. 

However, in imposing a lower penalty, Kruzick said Palmer had already been punished by going through a lengthy civil suit. He will also be put on a sex-offender registry and will have to go through counselling.  While identifying sexual-abuse victims is normally prohibited, Boer wanted the public to know her name.  "This is a battle that I'm fighting for not even just myself but for other kids," she said. 
Now a married mother of three pre-teen daughters, Boer said she hoped her criminal and civil battles would force changes to how Witnesses deal with sexual abuse within their ranks. 

As part of their beliefs, Jehovah's Witnesses reject anything political or "worldly" that distracts from their focus on Christ and the second coming, which they consider imminent.   Boer, 34, was sexually assaulted by her father between ages 11 and 14.   Rather than notify authorities, she claimed in an earlier civil suit that church elders told her not to seek outside help or report the abuse.   She also said they forced her to confront her dad to allow him to repent his sins as outlined in Matthew 18:15-18, a process she said was abusive and traumatic. 

In 1998, Boer sued the Jehovah's Witnesses through the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 

Society for $700,000, saying the abuse and how it was handled by the church almost drove her to suicide.   In June 2003, Justice Anne Molloy ruled the church could not be held responsible for all her pain and suffering.  Molloy found the church had not warned her against reporting the abuse, and only that one elder had wrongly applied church policy by persuading her to confront her father. 
She did find the organization negligent in allowing untrained elders to hold the meeting and awarded Boer $5,000 in damages. 

"They don't follow the (written) policies," said Boer, who abandoned the faith in the early 1990s. 

Spokesman Mark Ruge disputed Boer's allegations the church tries to deal with abuse away from the prying eyes of outside authorities.   "We abhor any sexual misconduct or abuse, especially when children are involved," said Ruge from Georgetown , Ont.  "We abide by the letter of the law as far as legal requirements are in reporting to the appropriate child-welfare services."

Following the civil trial, Boer overcame a reluctance to press charges against her own father saying she wanted him held personally accountable for his actions. 

http://www.silentlambs.org/VickiBoerPedoparadise-Why.htm
TORONTO:  Missing Girl Needs Blood: Child-care workers are looking for a 14-year-old B.C. girl who needs blood transfusions as part of cancer treatment and is believed to be hiding among fellow Jehovah's Witnesses in Toronto.   The teen, whose identity is protected by a B.C. court order, was brought to Ontario by her parents after an April 11 court ruling said she couldn't refuse treatment despite her religious beliefs.   The girl and her family had been to Toronto's Hospital for Sick Children, but were urged to return to B.C. to continue the prescribed care.   B.C. child-care workers are so concerned for the girl's safety, they will head to Ontario's Supreme Court tomorrow to appeal the family's decision. 

"Life and safety is at stake here and we need to make sure that she is going to be safe," Theresa Lumsdon of the B.C. Ministry of Children told CTV.   The girl's doctors have said she requires blood transfusions as part of her cancer treatment, but the girl and her parents have argued the transfusions would be a "violation of the biblical command to abstain from blood." in the Edmonton Sun of May 2, 2005  http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw214.html
YORK: Cathy Grenci (34) died 6-12-95 at York Central Hospital after blood transfusions were refused + (http://www.ajwrb) A few years ago after the generation change-two of the 'remnant" killed themselves in Cambridge, Ontario

SHELBURNE: The Vicki Boer case regarding Shelburne, Ontario,Congregation Of Jehovah's Witnesses 136 Marie Street; Shelburne ON CA LON1S1; and Vicki Boer finally won the case against the Watchtower Society in 2003 and although getting just $5,000 this established an important precedence for future lawsuits with possibly much larger monetary awards CA http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/8/52694/1.ashx  http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/8/49518/1.ashx + (http://www.ajwrb)

http://silentlambs.org/newsletter/NewsLetterItem.cfm?SendoutID=102
Her attorney was Charles C Mark, Q.C. at Suite 2010, Box 28, 401 Bay

Street, Tornoto, Ontario M5H 2Y4, phone 416 869-0929; fax 416 869-

9118 E-mail:ccmark@on.aibn.com
OTTAWA: Jared Brown (age 10?) died 1989 as youngest of 3 children of Gardner & Linda Brown + (http://www.ajwrb) An Ottawa woman and two other former Jehovah's Witnesses have teamed up to demand that federal and provincial governments across Canada open up the church's files on child sexual abuse. In the documentary, CBC Television told the story of Mike Moss, who was repeatedly molested by his Jehovah's Witness Bible teacher as a 14-year-old in Sault Ste. Marie. His case is just one of more than 20,000 cases that a former church elder, Bill Bowen, of Kentucky, says are on file in the Witnesses' headquarters in New York. Most of those cases have never been reported to police, he said. Ms. Sheeler said survivors deserve to have some kind of closure of cases that were investigated only by church elders, and often dismissed." (Bob Harvey The Ottawa Citizen Saturday, February 01, 2003) TORONTO: In 2003 Vicki Boer won a judgement against the Watchtower Society regarding sexual abuse she had sustained; see http://silentlambs.org/newsletter/NewsLetterItem.cfm?SendoutID=102  * Sarah Cyrennes (12) died 3-30-80 after parents prevented blood transfusions + (http://www.ajwrb), Carol Sulkye (26) died 12-14-81 after refusing blood transfusions + (http://www.ajwrb) Lisa Kosack (12) died [date not supplied] at Hospital for Sick Children agreeing with parents in refusing blood transfusion + (http://www.ajwrb), Hague Park: alleged assorted misconduct.

Remote User: 
Date: 
14 May 2002 
Time: 
09:40:08 
Comments
Eric Henri, of Ottawa, Ontario is A Jehovah Witness and a Pedophile he remains in good standing in the local congregation however the local authorities now have his name as such. Eric associates with the Casselman Congregation, In Casselman, Ontario just outside of Ottawa, Canada. He has been dealt with by the local congregations however once again they have failed to see the importance of bringing this to the attention of others who may be affected. http://www.silentlambs.org/guestbook/2002_05.cfm
NORTHERN ONTARIO: Date: 15 Apr 2002 
Time: 01:18:20 
Comments:
Hi, Someone wanted to know if there was an elder that had ever been charged? The answer is YES!! That was after being removed before and made an elder a second time. Friends told me all the children had been molested by the time he was caught. The congregation had 25 publishers was in northern Ontario.  http://www.silentlambs.org/guestbook/2002_04.cfm
STE. SAULT MARIE: 
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The photo above is Mike Moss, a victim of sexual abuse among Jehovah’s Witnesses according to the following in Spanish:  Mike Moss, otra victima mas de la política de la Watchtower sobre los abusos de menores.  Sufrió abusos sexuales por un testigo en Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canadá.  Mike ha estado casado durante cuatro años,  pero en 1999 su matrimonio se rompió debido a los problemas que arrastraba por abusos cuando este era adolescente.  http://usuarios.lycos.es/ayafin/casos-ped.htm
THUNDER BAY VICINITY: The person who wants to know where the hot bed of pedophile activity is. . . Right now it would identify who I am and that would put my life in danger and I would end up DEAD. Then I would be another silent Lamb. As it is they tamper with my car and have threatened my kids. Also my kids have some of their father's family in Thunder Bay and Kakabeka Falls and Dryden. You probably have met my X if you still go to the hall or one of his brothers. One of them has been involved in the activity too and is a Ministerial Servant.  This site allows me to tell what is happening. At least you are on the alert and watching.   It go far beyond the boundaries of Canada or the USA. Some have written here from Denmark, Philippines, and Britain etc. DJB  http://www.silentlambs.org/guestbook/2002_04.cfm
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Jonathan Lavoier; his brother Jean Claude Lavoier who died after not receiving a transfusion 
Jonathan Lavoie of Quebec City  http://forum.primovivere.org/viewforum.php?   info@primovivere.org
1 403 278-7428  

 INFORMATION ABOUT JW’S IN FRENCH:
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http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/
	DOSSIER SPECIAL "SANG"
(en collaboration avec http://www.ajwrb.org)
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/abstain.htm" Les Témoins de Jéhovah s'abstiennent-ils vraiment du sang ?
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/parjure.htm" Quand la Watchtower ment devant la commission Européenne
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/chronobd.htm" Chronologie des changements de la doctrine sur le sang
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/lemonde1.htm" 15 cas par an de transfusions nécessaires en France chez les Témoins de Jéhovah  selon les dirigeants TJ eux-mêmes !!
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/birthchild.htm" Un risque de décès 44 fois supérieur à la moyenne pour les femmes TJ à l'accouchement 

Doctrine sur le sang 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/lettres.htm" Sang: Quand la Société ne répond plus.
Techniques
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/twins.html" Quand Jéhovah Dieu autorise naturellement les transfusions sanguines
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/riskrefus.htm" Les risques d'un refus d'une transfusion "nécessaire" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/foetus.htm" Les mensonges par omission sur les fractions de sang 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/ajwbr2.htm" Un Anesthésiste répond aux Témoins de Jéhovah 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/bloodgenoux.htm" Opération du genoux: Un chirurgien précise les risques du refus de transfusion sanguine
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/autologue.htm" Les transfusions autologues ou l'hypocrisie pour ne pas se contredire
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/hemopure.htm" Hémopure ou l'utilisation de sang de bovins
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/bloodcost.htm" Réaction d'un médecin africain 

Critique de la partie historique de la brochure "Comment le sang peut sauver votre vie ?"
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/priestley.htm" La citation tronquée de Joseph Priestley, pasteur de l'Eglise Unitaire
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/eusebius.htm" La citation hors-contexte de Eusèbe de Césarée
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/tertullian.htm" La citation tronquée de Tertullien
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/denmarklund.html" La citation du ministre danois à propos de l'affaire Dan Christian Andersen
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/floridebaby.htm" 21 Mai 2002: Un juge ordonne une transfusion à un bébé prématuré. Les limites de l'EPO sont pointées du doigt
Affaire de Calgary (Février 2002- ?)
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/bloodcalgary.html" Canada, Février 2002, un père Témoin de Jéhovah qui a accepté les transfusions pour sa fille leucémique est rejetée par sa famille et sa congrégation.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/calgary2.htm" 3 Avril 2002, malgré une amélioration de santé grâce aux transfusions, la jeune leucémique fait appel
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/calgary3.htm" 10 Avril 2002: L'appel de la jeune fille est rejeté, le problème est déplacé devant la Haute-Cour
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/calgary4.htm" 5 Mai 2002: Un père ruiné, "Babylone la Grande" vient en aide aux Témoins de Jéhovah devant la Haute-Cour
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/calgary5.htm" 16 Mai 2002: Pendant ce temps toujours à Calgary, un couple de Témoin de Jéhovah attaque le médecin qui a sauvé leur bébé
Décès
[image: image56.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/busselman.htm" 1971- Quand l'interdiction des transplantations d'organes tuait
Mon enfant est mort, le témoignage de Mary
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/bloodylist.htm" Une liste de plus de131 victimes 


Royaume-Uni, Novembre 2002, un décès suite à un refus de transfusion sanguine

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/new1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/franceblood.htm" France, Septembre 2002, Un décès malgré toutes les techniques transfusionnelles mises en place

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/new1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image61.png]
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/bloodcase.htm" Un cas de décès non médiatisé suite à un refus de transfusion 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/Southbury.html" USA, Février 2002, une femme decède après un refus de transfusion sanguine, lors d'une opération courante
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/congo.htm" Congo, 2001: Une enfant décédée, un père lynché par la foule. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/sang4.htm" Melville, USA- 2001: Un jeune accidenté de la route perd la vie
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/motard.htm" Angleterre, Manchester- 2000: Un accident, un décès 
[image: image67.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/colombian.html" USA, 1999, une américaine d'origine colombienne décède après le refus d'une transfusion de sang
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/sang2.htm" Californie, USA-1998: Un accident, une hémorragie, un décès 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/sang3.htm" Australie- 1998:Une hémorragie, un décès
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/bloodden.htm" Danemark-1996- Une mère de 24 ans décède  
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/bloodnorway.htm" Norvège-1995-Un décès suite à une hémorragie
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/Sang1.htm" Angleterre- 1993: Morte suite à une hémorragie lors d'une opération courante
[image: image73.png]


Japon 1984- Un père refuse les transfusions pour son fils mineur malgré les réclamations de celui-ci


http://www.chez.com/tjrecherches/
THEOCRATIC WARFARE: Elders among Jehovah’s Witness are permitted to use Theocratic War which is verbal and psychological warfare tactics including the telling of false statements or not giving all the information they are told to give.  This is practiced against enemies of the Watchtower Organization over JWs.  The “enemies” can be persons outside of the organization such as government officials and court judges or it can be persons who are JWs but not trusted to keep secrets for the organization.  In fact most non-Elders do not know what it is although surveys in part by Dr Jerry Bergman have shown that most all Elders do and the higher up Elders are in the organization the more they tend to use it.  See also http://www.chez.com/tjrecherches/mensonges.htm  http://www.prevensectes.com/tjrech/mensonges.htm
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http://www.hebdos.net/lsc/edition482007/articles.asp?article_id=191640 
 
Simonin will serve his sentence in the community.  Sylvain Daignault.  Found guilty in December 2006 of acts of sexual abuse of a minor – acts which took place between 1985 and 1992 – Marcel Simonin, 67 years old, formerly an Elder among the Jehovah’s Witnesses of Châteauguay at the time of the crimes, has been sentenced to serve nine months in prison. He will serve the sentence in the community.

Simonin received his sentence last Wednesday at the Châteauguay Court House. At the time of the initial incidents of assault, the victim – a young girl – was only 11 years old.

The mother of the young victim met the individual – who at that time was an Elder, that is to say that he was an instructor at church meetings – at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Châteauguay. He taught the precepts of their way of life and spiritually counseled members of the congregation.

After gaining the confidence of this woman and of her daughter, he proceeded to engage in multiple incidents of intimate contact with the adolescent. The incidents included improper touching to full sexual intercourse.

For eight years, the assaults took place in several locations; notably, in the defendant’s home, in his car, at the home of the young girl and in the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Châteauguay.

In her verdict, Judge Linda Despots - of the Criminal and Penal Chamber of Court - noted that the victim had lodged a complaint at the age of 16 or 17, but later withdrew that complaint as “she felt pressured by the elders who met with her and by the threat of being disfellowshipped.”

It was another Elder, in the Québec region where the mother and the complainant had moved, who persuaded her to write a letter to the elders in the previous Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses concerning her experiences with the accused.

Following receipt of that letter, Simonin telephoned his victim to apologize for the events, after admitting to the accusations. The complainant, allegedly, then forgave him.

However, when in 2003 the young girl again saw the accused during a Convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses at the Olympic Stadium in Montréal, his presence re-opened her wounds and caused her to re-live the feeling of guilt that she experienced during the years when she had been victimized by the abuse. The young girl then had some difficult years during which she attempted suicide on three occasions and submitted herself to psychological treatment.

In 2005, in order to continue her therapy and to free herself the young girl decided again to file a complaint against her molester.

Deciding that the credibility of the accused – who has continued to deny the criminal charges – was, for several reasons, tainted, the Court found Marcel Simonin guilty of sexual assault by reason of Articles 246.1(1)a), 271(1)a) et 153(1)a) of the Criminal Code.

Before 1996, a person found guilt of a criminal offense and sentenced to a prison term of less than 2 years had to serve his custodial sentence in prison. Today, a person who is sentenced to a prison term of less than 2 years can serve that sentence in the community, if the court deems that a suspended remand to prison is inappropriate.

Le Soleil [i.e., the reporter] tried in vain to contact the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses of Châteauguay last Thursday to obtain a response. Officially, Jehovah’s Witnesses say they oppose pedophilia.

FRANCE (QUEBEC related also) France is making Jehovah’s Witnesses pay taxes as a business and Canada should do the same:  http://www.macgregorministries.org/nvweb/featureart/taxwt.html  There are many many more links about the Watchtower Society over Jehovah’s Witnesses trying to not pay taxes at http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=France+taxes+Watchtower+Society
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CHATEAUGUAY:  QUEBEC (FRANCE related also) France is making Jehovah’s Witnesses pay taxes as a business and Canada should do the same: http://www.macgregorministries.org/nvweb/featureart/taxwt.html
Many many more links about the Watchtower Society over Jehovah’s Witnesses trying to not pay taxes are at http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=France+taxes+Watchtower+Society
“Found guilty of sexual aggression.  http://www.hebdos.net/lsc/edition22007/articles.asp?article_id=155860Marcel Simonin, 66, was found guilty last Dec. 19 in Valleyfield court of sexual aggression against a minor, between 1985 and 1992. When these activities started, his young girl victim was 11 years old.   The mother of the victim had first met the individual when he held the title of Elder at the Jehovah's Witnesses Kingdom Hall in Chateauguay. He spoke during services, taught life precepts and spiritually supported members of the congregation.   After he succeeded in winning over the woman's trust and that of her daughter, the man later became addicted to intimate contact with the child, such contact ranging from simple touching to a complete sexual relationship.

During those eight years, the acts of aggressions occurred in several places, notably at his house, in his car, at the home of the girl and at the Chateauguay Kingdom Hall.   In her ruling, Judge Linda Despots of the Criminal and Penal Chamber, notes that the victim had filed a complaint when she was 16 or 17. but she later withdrew the complaint "feeling herself to be under the pressure of the community and under the threat of being expelled" (from the Kingdom Hall).  Another Elder in the Quebec City region where the mother and child had moved, convinced her t5o write a letter to authorities of the congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses regarding what she had experienced with the defendant.  Following reception of this letter, Simonin telephoned his victim to apologize for these acts after recognizing their veracity. The complainant then apparently forgave him.

But when, in 2003, the young girl saw the accused at a Jehovah's Witnesses assembly at the Olympic Stadium in Montreal, his presence revived her wounds and made her relive the memories accumulated during those years when she was a victim of touching. Afterwards the young girl went through several difficult years during which she tried to commit suicide on three occasions and underwent therapy treatments from a psychologist.  In 2005, in order to continue her therapeutic progress and free herself from the past, the girl once again decided to lodge an official complaint against the accused.  Believing that the credibility of the defendant - who had always denied being addicted to the acts of which he was accused - was tainted for several reasons, the court declared Simonin guilty of sexual aggression according to three articles of the Criminal Code.(Tr: D.R.)”   http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw270.html
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Simonin will serve his sentence in the community

Sylvain Daignault

Found guilty in December 2006 of acts of sexual abuse of a minor – acts which took place between 1985 and 1992 – Marcel Simonin, 67 years old, formerly an Elder among the Jehovah’s Witnesses of Châteauguay at the time of the crimes, has been sentenced to serve nine months in prison. He will serve the sentence in the community.

Simonin received his sentence last Wednesday at the Châteauguay Court House. At the time of the initial incidents of assault, the victim – a young girl – was only 11 years old.

The mother of the young victim met the individual – who at that time was an Elder, that is to say that he was an instructor at church meetings – at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Châteauguay. He taught the precepts of their way of life and spiritually counseled members of the congregation.

After gaining the confidence of this woman and of her daughter, he proceeded to engage in multiple incidents of intimate contact with the adolescent. The incidents included improper touching to full sexual intercourse.

For eight years, the assaults took place in several locations; notably, in the defendant’s home, in his car, at the home of the young girl and in the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Châteauguay.

In her verdict, Judge Linda Despots - of the Criminal and Penal Chamber of Court - noted that the victim had lodged a complaint at the age of 16 or 17, but later withdrew that complaint as “she felt pressured by the elders who met with her and by the threat of being disfellowshipped.”

It was another Elder, in the Québec region where the mother and the complainant had moved, who persuaded her to write a letter to the elders in the previous Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses concerning her experiences with the accused.

Following receipt of that letter, Simonin telephoned his victim to apologize for the events, after admitting to the accusations. The complainant, allegedly, then forgave him.

However, when in 2003 the young girl again saw the accused during a Convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses at the Olympic Stadium in Montréal, his presence re-opened her wounds and caused her to re-live the feeling of guilt that she experienced during the years when she had been victimized by the abuse. The young girl then had some difficult years during which she attempted suicide on three occasions and submitted herself to psychological treatment.

In 2005, in order to continue her therapy and to free herself the young girl decided again to file a complaint against her molester.

Deciding that the credibility of the accused – who has continued to deny the criminal charges – was, for several reasons, tainted, the Court found Marcel Simonin guilty of sexual assault by reason of Articles 246.1(1)a), 271(1)a) et 153(1)a) of the Criminal Code.

Before 1996, a person found guilt of a criminal offense and sentenced to a prison term of less than 2 years had to serve his custodial sentence in prison. Today, a person who is sentenced to a prison term of less than 2 years can serve that sentence in the community, if the court deems that a suspended remand to prison is inappropriate.

Le Soleil [i.e., the reporter] tried in vain to contact the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses of Châteauguay last Thursday to obtain a response. Officially, Jehovah’s Witnesses say they oppose pedophilia.

Reconnu coupable d'agression sexuelle en 2006
Simonin purgera sa peine dans la communauté

Sylvain Daignault

Reconnu coupable en décembre 2006 d'agressions sexuelles sur une personne mineure survenues entre 1985 et 1992, Marcel Simonin, 67 ans, qui était un Ancien au sein des Témoins de Jéhovah de Châteauguay au moment de ces crimes, a été condamné à une peine de neuf mois de prison, peine qu'il purgera dans la communauté. 

Simonin a reçu sa sentence mercredi dernier au palais de justice de Valleyfield. Au moment des premières agressions, la victime, une jeune fille, n'avait que onze ans.

C'est à la salle du Royaume des Témoins de Jéhovah de Châteauguay que la mère de la jeune victime avait rencontré l'individu qui occupait alors le rôle d'Ancien, c'est-à-dire qu'il prenait la parole lors des assemblées. Il enseignait les préceptes de vie et supportait spirituellement les membres de la congrégation.

Après avoir réussi à gagner la confiance de cette femme et celle de sa fille, celui-ci s'est par la suite adonné à des contacts intimes avec l'adolescente, des contacts allant des simples attouchements au rapport sexuel complet.

Durant ces huit années, les agressions se sont produites à plusieurs endroits, notamment chez l'individu, dans sa voiture, au domicile de la jeune fille et à la salle du Royaume des Témoins de Jéhovah à Châteauguay.

Dans son jugement, la juge Linda Despots, de la Chambre criminelle et pénale, note que la victime avait déposé une plainte alors qu'elle avait 16 ou 17 ans mais qu'elle a par la suite retiré cette plainte "se sentant sous la pression de la communauté et la menace d'en être expulsée".

C'est un autre Ancien, dans la région de Québec où la mère et la plaignante étaient déménagées, qui l'a convaincue d'écrire une lettre aux autorités de la congrégation des Témoins de Jéhovah concernant ce qu'elle avait vécu avec l'accusé. 

Suite à la réception de cette lettre, Simonin a téléphoné à sa victime pour s'excuser des gestes posés après en avoir reconnu la véracité. La plaignante lui aurait alors pardonné.

Mais quand, en 2003, la jeune fille revoit l'accusé lors d'une assemblée des Témoins de Jéhovah au Stade Olympique de Montréal, sa présence ravive ses blessures et lui fait revivre cette culpabilité vécue pendant les années où elle a été victime d'attouchements. S'en suivent alors des années difficiles pour la jeune fille où elle fait trois tentatives de suicide et entreprend un suivi psychologique. 

En 2005, afin de continuer sa démarche thérapeutique et se libérer, la jeune fille décide à nouveau de déposer une plainte contre l'accusé. 

Estimant que la crédibilité de l'accusé - qui a toujours nié s'être adonné aux actes reprochés - était affectée pour plusieurs raisons, le Tribunal a déclaré Marcel Simonin coupable d'agression sexuelle en vertu des articles 246.1(1)a), 271(1)a) et 153(1)a) du Code criminel.

Avant 1996, une personne reconnue coupable d'une infraction criminelle et condamnée à une peine d'emprisonnement de moins de deux ans devait purger sa peine en détention dans une prison. Aujourd'hui, une personne condamnée à une peine d'emprisonnement de moins de deux ans peut purger cette peine au sein de la collectivité si le tribunal considère qu'une ordonnance d'emprisonnement avec sursis est appropriée.

Le Soleil a tenté en vain jeudi dernier de rejoindre la Salle du Royaume des Témoins de Jéhovah de Châteauguay pour obtenir des commentaires. Officiellement, les Témoins de Jéhovah s'opposent à la pédophilie.

MONTREAL: 

Brother of deceased Jehovah's Witness says religion shouldn't be a factor.   Sidhartha Banerjee, Canadian Press.  Published: Saturday, June 02, 2007.  MONTREAL (CP) - A former Jehovah's Witness, whose brother died after refusing blood transfusions, has collected 5,000 names on a petition which calls for doctors to be allowed to intervene medically regardless of the patient's religious beliefs. 

Jonathan Lavoie says his brother died needlessly after refusing blood transfusions while being treated for an intestinal tumour.   Jean-Claude Lavoie, 26, a devout Witness, died last December.   Jonathan Lavoie, 32, says adults should be subject to the same rigorous judicial test that children go through before they can turn down a medical procedure based solely on religious beliefs.   "What I'd like to see is the laws changed so that doctors, when a person refuses a procedure for religious reasons -any religion -can still operate," says Lavoie, who hasn't decided when he'll give his petition to Quebec and federal politicians. 

Jehovah's Witnesses are not allowed to accept transfusions because it clashes with their interpretation of certain passages of the Bible forbidding the ingestion of blood.  There have been a number of high-profile cases where the courts have stepped in and ordered blood transfusions for Jehovah's Witnesses children.  But adults may refuse transfusions for themselves, provided they are competent and the decision is free and informed.  Last month, Quebec Superior Court Justice Jean Bouchard ordered twin babies be given blood transfusions despite the objections of their Jehovah's Witness parents. 

Lavoie says adults should be held to the same standards.  Across Canada, there have been several documented cases involving the rights of children, who are Jehovah's Witnesses, to decline transfusions.   In British Columbia, debate brewed over the fate of sextuplets in January when four were seized by the government and administered transfusions against their parents' wishes.   In Manitoba, a Winnipeg teenager lost her bid to avoid a transfusion when her appeal was denied in February. 

And Calgary's Lawrence Hughes is taking his fight against lawyers for the The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Canada to an appeals court in Alberta over the death of his 17-year-old daughter Bethany.   Hughes alleges lawyers counselled his daughter to refuse transfusions necessary to treat her for leukemia. Bethany eventually received transfusions, but died in 2002.  "There is a very strong presumption in favour of life that dominates these decisions when the child cannot decide for itself, or even when it can as a teenager," says Margaret Somerville, a medical ethicist and professor at McGill University. 

"The constitutional rights for refusing treatment are much more limited when a person is deciding for another person, especially a child who has never expressed any wishes for or against treatment, than when deciding for oneself as a competent adult on whatever basis including religious beliefs," Somerville said.  "The latter right is almost absolute. The former is not."   Constitutional rights lawyer Julius Grey calls the situation unfortunate.   "This is a conflict that is a fundamentally tragic one," said Grey, who said he's prepared to recognize the difficult position of parents, but not at the expense of a child's right to live. 

"There are two ways of looking at the world and the two clash and neither side can yield."   In 1995, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled the Children's Aid Society of Toronto could briefly take custody of a premature baby who required a blood transfusion.   Even though the court agreed it had infringed the parents' right to decide, there was no provision for a parent to deny medical treatment judged necessary by a medical professional where no alternative exists.   "These decisions are complex and must be made on a case-by-case basis," Somerville said. "To do otherwise would be unethical." 

Jehovah's Witness doctors have testified of bloodless medicine alternatives, but their effectiveness has been questioned.   Lavoie's estranged father Jocelyn has said it was important to respect Jean-Claude's decision and that alternative therapy didn't work in his son's case.   But Jonathan Lavoie isn't buying it.   "I don't find it normal that in 2007, people still die in the name of their religion," he said. "Eventually, it was the infections that killed my brother, but the infections were because he had no white blood cells to battle the infections."   http://www.canada.com/topics/news/national/story.html?id=1cf68237-c757-4b64-be60-401b70b4eaba&k=56770
"Then in Montreal we had a young "study" who had attended a few times at the K H ( I didnt met him to talk to but saw him there ) took an over dose after he had been out in service – The elders had the nerve to put his "time sheet" up on the board to let us know he had been faithful to Jehovah..." (Other apparent or definite suicides among JWs in Canada were mentioned at http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/6/52558/2.ashx )

Witness's refusal of transfusion costs his life.  CP.  Published: Sunday, January 14, 2007.  A young Jehovah's Witness's decision to refuse a blood transfusion - which eventually led to his death - has split his family along religious lines.  Jean-Claude Lavoie, 26, died in late December after refusing a transfusion while being treated for an intestinal tumour, the TQS television network reported Friday.  Lavoie's brother, who is a former Jehovah's Witness, has since launched an Internet petition calling on the federal government to make it illegal for a person to refuse treatment on religious grounds.  "The Jehovah's Witnesses refuse blood transfusions for religious reasons," Jonathan Lavoie writes on the petition's website.  "This creates enormous stress for the family."

Jonathan maintains that his brother would still be alive if he had received a transfusion.  But Jean-Claude's father told TQS he is willing to accept his son's decision.  "At the beginning it was anticipated that in his case they would be able to operate without a transfusion, but there were complications," Jocelyn Lavoie said. "It's unfortunate, but it came to that.  "It's important to respect Jean-Claude's choice."  As many as 1,000 people have signed Jonathan Lavoie's petition so far.  The Gazette (Montreal) 2007

http://www.canada.com/montrealgazette/news/montreal/story.html?id=e2a8aa3e-af52-4381-9d4c-c3fb7d0fe922&k=15147  Jonathan’s email is info@primovivere.org  as shown at http://forum.primovivere.org/memberlist.php  Jonathan’s petition website is http://www.primovivere.org/ and it has a discussion forum at http://forum.primovivere.org/viewforum.php?f=2&sid=1f79c7ba153e7749fd205e0ac1541e38
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Transfusion sanguine.  Un ex-témoin de Jéhovah amer Mise à jour le vendredi 12 janvier 2007, 14 h 28.  Le frère d'un jeune témoin de Jéhovah de Québec décédé récemment après avoir refusé une transfusion sanguine, pour des motifs religieux, part en croisade pour empêcher ce genre de refus de traitement.  Jean-Claude Lavoie, qui était âgé de 26 ans, est décédé durant les fêtes. Il souffrait d'une tumeur à l'intestin. Malgré les conseils des médecins, il a refusé d'accepter des transfusions qui auraient pu lui être salutaires.  Outré, son frère aîné, Jonathan, lui-même un ex-témoin de Jéhovah, a lancé une pétition sur Internet pour que les gouvernements rendent illégaux les refus de traitement pour des raisons religieuses.  « Si au moins la mort de mon frère peut avoir servi à aider d'autres personnes qui pourraient avoir été manipulées par les témoins de Jéhovah ou carrément à interdire le refus de transfusion sanguine, bien sa mort aura servi à quelque chose », dit-il.  Actuellement, les médecins ne peuvent légalement forcer un adulte à recevoir une transfusion sanguine.

=SASKETCHEWAN:
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Barb Sinclair lives in Canada, probably Saskechewan province, born in or about 1960; is an activist with MacGregor Ministries: Ambassador for Christ Jesus 2 Cor 5:15-20 http://www.macgregorministries.org/ http://www.jwinfoline.com/ http://www.mmoutreach.org/  She writes “A sinner saved by the Grace of Holy Father and the Son Jesus Christ and Holy Spirit YHWH.  I love sharing the true gospel of Jesus Christ 1Cor 15:1-8 according to the scriptures and expounding on the blessings we all receive by faith in Christ Jesus according to the promise. True disciples of Christ Jesus (Mat 28:18-20; Acts 11:26b) and we are saved by faith alone through grace alone, by Christ Jesus alone and the 66 books of Holy Scripture being our authority alone amen.   Jehovah's Witnesses, do you ever wonder why Apostle Paul said "For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." (1Cr 2:2).  Please deeply read the Epistle of Apostle Paul to the churches of Galatia - the book of Galatians and Romans ch 8:”

SASKATOON: Sports celebrity Canadian Football League defensive end Shont'e Peoples (31) was to appear in a Saskatoon court on marijuana possession after an incident July 26, 2003, in downtown Saskatoon, according to Insp. Lorne Constantinoff of the Saskatoon Police Service. The Roughriders player was released after being charged with possession of less than 30 grams of marijuana. His lawyer is Jonathan Troyer.  Roughriders head coach Danny Barrett and general manager Roy Shivers claimed they knew nothing about Peoples' situation.  The 9 year CFL veteran joined the Roughriders in 2001 as a free agent, struggled through an injury-plagued 2002 campaign and requested a trade in the off-season. When no trade was arranged he vowed to become a team leader and insisted he was now a 'non-practising" Jehovah's Witness. http://watchtower.observer.org/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20040414/NEWS2/40414011
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20030922.wshonte22/BNStory/Sports/
September 22, 2003
Former church elder guilty of sex offence
http://www.canada.com/saskatoonstarphoenix/story.html?id=535b0fce-1520-4251-95b7-258a596f8c63&k=94129 
Betty Ann Adam, The StarPhoenix.  Published: Wednesday, September 19, 2007.  A former elder of the Jehovah's Witnesses Lakeview church pleaded guilty Wednesday to sexual exploitation of a teenage girl who was a member of the same congregation.

Wendell Willick, 47, changed his plea and admitted he touched the teenager with his hands and penis over a three-year period between January 1996 and November 1999. He will be sentenced Oct. 5.  The complainant, now 25, was 14 when the offences began and 17 when they ended.
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  Wendell Willick arrives at Queen's Bench Court Tuesday.  Gord Waldner, The StarPhoenix.  Her identity is protected by a publication ban.  "Through the temple and his relationship with the complainant's family, he took a special interest in the complainant, who was experiencing difficulties in her life at the time," Crown prosecutor Sandeep Bains said in an interview after the hearing at Court of Queen's Bench.  "The families were friendly and socialized together extensively. He would have met her when she was 13."

Willick's lawyer Daryl Labach said his client voluntarily gave up his role as an elder in the church several years ago, in part because of the allegations, and left the church entirely in 2004.  The woman went to police with allegations concerning Willick in 2004.
"This whole situation with the complainant had nothing to do with his being an elder at the church," Labach said. "He said the church had absolutely nothing to do with this. The fault's all his.  "He was counseling her as a friend of the family. They were all good friends because they all happened to go to the same church. That's just where they met. He was just trying to help her out in the context of being a good family friend because she had so many problems. Things just ended up going to another level, which he says they shouldn't have."  Bains said the guilty plea represents closure to a lengthy ordeal for the complainant.

"She has had this hanging over her life for over 10 years. There's some relief from this burden that has been there for so long," Bains said.  Willick also resigned this week as CEO of Point 2 Technologies, a Saskatoon-based Internet commerce software company for Realtors and heavy equipment sellers. Willick, his brother and a group of private investors founded the company in 1996 and it has since grown to employ about 100 people here and in Vancouver, said company spokesperson Roger Novjeim.

Willick submitted his resignation last week and the company's board accepted it at a meeting Tuesday, Novjeim said.

"Mr. Willick and the board wanted to separate his personal matter from the company," he said.  Willick pleaded guilty after Justice Martin Popescul rejected his application earlier this week to have the charge stayed.  Labach argued Tuesday the complainant violated a court order to give the judge a diary she referred to in her original, written complaint to the police.

Labach was not satisfied the diary the woman handed over was the only one in existence. While no one but the judge was allowed to see the diary, Labach relied on the judge's finding that the diary he received did not contain any relevant information.  The woman's complaint had stated, "I kept a diary especially during this time." The one she handed in began in March 1999, leading Labach to argue there must have been at least one volume written during the earlier months and years of the sexual offences.

 Former Jehovah’s Witnesses church elder guilty of sex offence.  The Star Phoenix, Canada. Sep. 19, 2007.  Betty Ann Adam. http://www.religionnewsblog.com/19400/jehovah-s-witnesses-21 

A former elder of the Jehovah’s Witnesses Lakeview church pleaded guilty Wednesday to sexual exploitation of a teenage girl who was a member of the same congregation.  Wendell Willick, 47, changed his plea and admitted he touched the teenager with his hands and penis over a three-year period between January 1996 and November 1999. He will be sentenced Oct. 5.  The complainant, now 25, was 14 when the offences began and 17 when they ended.  Her identity is protected by a publication ban.  “Through the temple and his relationship with the complainant’s family, he took a special interest in the complainant, who was experiencing difficulties in her life at the time,” Crown prosecutor Sandeep Bains said in an interview after the hearing at Court of Queen’s Bench.

“The families were friendly and socialized together extensively. He would have met her when she was 13.”

Willick’s lawyer Daryl Labach said his client voluntarily gave up his role as an elder in the church several years ago, in part because of the allegations, and left the church entirely in 2004.  The woman went to police with allegations concerning Willick in 2004.

“This whole situation with the complainant had nothing to do with his being an elder at the church,” Labach said. “He said the church had absolutely nothing to do with this. The fault’s all his.

“He was counselling her as a friend of the family. They were all good friends because they all happened to go to the same church. That’s just where they met. He was just trying to help her out in the context of being a good family friend because she had so many problems. Things just ended up going to another level, which he says they shouldn’t have.”

Bains said the guilty plea represents closure to a lengthy ordeal for the complainant.

“She has had this hanging over her life for over 10 years. There’s some relief from this burden that has been there for so long,” Bains said.

Willick also resigned this week as CEO of Point 2 Technologies, a Saskatoon-based Internet commerce software company for Realtors and heavy equipment sellers. Willick, his brother and a group of private investors founded the company in 1996 and it has since grown to employ about 100 people here and in Vancouver, said company spokesperson Roger Novjeim.  Willick submitted his resignation last week and the company’s board accepted it at a meeting Tuesday, Novjeim said.  “Mr. Willick and the board wanted to separate his personal matter from the company,” he said.  Willick pleaded guilty after Justice Martin Popescul rejected his application earlier this week to have the charge stayed.

Labach argued Tuesday the complainant violated a court order to give the judge a diary she referred to in her original, written complaint to the police.  Labach was not satisfied the diary the woman handed over was the only one in existence. While no one but the judge was allowed to see the diary, Labach relied on the judge’s finding that the diary he received did not contain any relevant information.  The woman’s complaint had stated, “I kept a diary especially during this time.” The one she handed in began in March 1999, leading Labach to argue there must have been at least one volume written during the earlier months and years of the sexual offences.  Labach had hoped to convince the judge the woman’s refusal to co-operate violated Willick’s Charter rights in a way that could only be remedied by throwing the case out of court.

“We always felt there were other diaries which had not been turned over. If a person’s not going to turn it over, it affects my client’s ability to make full answer and defence,” Labach said.  Popescul said he believed the woman, who testified Tuesday that the diary she produced was the only one referred to in her statement and about which she was questioned at the preliminary hearing.  Willick was allowed to remain free pending sentencing, but was ordered to turn over his passport.  He was originally also charged with sexual assault, but was committed to stand trial only on the sexual exploitation charge following a preliminary hearing in 2005. 

 
Church Elder Pleads Guilty In Sex Court Case.  September 18, 2007.
http://www.newstalk980.com/index.php?p=ntnews&action=view_story&id=9906 

Willick Wendell was an elder in a Saskatoon Jehovah's Witnesses congregation when he broke the trust of a fourteen year old girl.   In 2002 the girl came forward to police, complaining that the sexual incidents began back in 1996 when she was 14 years old.  For the last five years Willick, fought the charges, saying the girl was a willing partner.   The girl, who along with her family were members of the same congregation, says Willick abused his trust and power as an elder at the church. 

Tuesday, after unsuccessful motions by the defence, the jury was just settling in to hear the evidence. Then Willick dropped the bombshell - pleading guilty.   He will be sentenced next month.  David Kirton reporting 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Update 11/09/07 
Willick sentence expected on Friday 

http://www.canada.com/reginaleaderpost/news/story.html?id=ad03cda7-a1dc-4294-b213-809d05d10862 
Betty Ann Adam.  Saskatchewan News Network; CanWest News Service. Wednesday, November 07, 2007.  SASKATOON -- A 14-year-old victim of sexual exploitation was on a weekend pass from the psychiatric ward the first time Wendell Willick had sexual intercourse with her, a Queen's Bench justice heard Tuesday.
Willick, 47, admitted in September he touched the teenager with his hands and penis over a three-year period between January 1996 and November 1999.  He was originally charged with sexual assault as well, but was discharged on that count after a preliminary hearing where the judge heard evidence the sexual relationship was consensual, said defence lawyer Daryl Labach. Justice Marty Popescul will hand down his sentence Friday.

The girl's family had moved to Saskatoon a year earlier and had met Willick and his family through the Jehova's Witness congregation, where he was an elder. The two families became good friends.  The girl was in the midst of a troubled adolescence, having once run away from home for three days and had repeatedly cut herself, said Crown prosecutor Sandeep Bains.

Willick sometimes tutored the girl and was counseling her at the behest of her mother and step-father. The girl often baby-sat Willick's children and had even gone on a summer vacation with them, Bains said.
The girl's parents and Willick were the only visitors she was allowed to have during the seven weeks in early 1996 that she spent in the Hantelman Centre, which is the psychiatric ward of Royal University Hospital. The girl was sometimes sedated while there and was under psychiatric and medical care, Bains said.

The parents were out of town when the girl was given a weekend pass to visit the Willick home. The Willick children were asleep while the victim watched a movie with Willick and his wife.  After his wife went to bed, Willick gave the girl a beer. He then kissed, fondled, undressed her and had intercourse with her, Bains said.  The victim, now 25, recalled during the preliminary hearing that she was wearing Mickey Mouse underpants at the time. She said the advance began without warning and she did not know what was going on, Bains said.

Afterwards, Willick expressed remorse for the sake of his family. When the girl returned to the hospital, she didn't tell anyone there, or her parents, what had occurred, partly out of concern for Willick's family, Bains said.  Bains outlined nine more occasions of intercourse over the next four years.   Labach said there were additional incidents of kissing, fondling and oral sex.
When the girl was about 15, rumors about Willick and the girl had circulated within the congregation, leading to a group of elders coming to the girl's house to confront her about them. Willick had come to the house before the elders arrived and that influenced the girl to deny the rumors, Bains said.  Throughout the abuse, Willick continued to tutor the girl and counsel her. She went on a vacation to Alaska with the Willick family in 1997. By the time the girl was 17, she was employed by Willick's computer software company, but worked out of her home, Labach said. She sometimes called him at work and went there when he had open time and sexual activity took place, Labach said.

Labach said the fact that there was never any violence and that the girl was a willing participant in the sexual activity were mitigating factors. Willick has no other criminal record. The sexual contact ceased in 1999 when the girl was 17.  The girl's trust and spiritual beliefs were shattered, she said in a victim impact statement read into the court record. "It made me feel like a person of no value with no voice ... Parts of myself are missing," she wrote.http://www.canada.com/topics/news/national/story.html?id=9ab94717-9097-4894-a6bd-bf6e88d81203&k=74159   Jehovah's Witness elder gets three years for sexual exploitation.  Betty Ann Adam , CanWest News Service.  Published: Friday, November 09, 2007

SASKATOON -- A former Jehovah's Witness church elder has been sentenced to three years in prison for the sexual exploitation of a troubled teenage girl with whom he carried on a four-year relationship.  "Our courts must send a clear message to every person in authority over a child that sexual contact with them will not be tolerated and will result in lengthy periods of imprisonment," Justice Marty Popescul said Friday at the Saskatoon Court of Queen's Bench.  Wendell Willick, 47, was counselling the girl at the behest of her parents - who were friends of Willick through their church - during the period of the abuse, which began in 1996, when the girl was 14.  The court heard during a sentencing hearing that Willick first had sexual intercourse with the girl when she was visiting his home on a weekend pass from a hospital psychiatric ward.

The victim, whose name is protected by a publication ban, was in the midst of a troubled adolescence. She had once run away from home and had repeatedly cut herself.  Willick pleaded guilty in September to a charge of sexual exploitation.  The judge did not accept defense lawyer Daryl Labach's submission that the girl's apparent consent lessened the severity of the crime.

"As a society we have absolutely rejected the notion that children can properly consent to participation in sexual activity with adults or those who are in a position of trust or authority to them," Popescul said.  "An offence such as this does not require the use of threats or violence because of the power imbalance involved."

 Willick's wife and adult children sat silently in the front row or the courtroom. The victim, who lives out of province, was not present. Her mother and stepfather sat in a back row. They declined to comment on the sentence.  The girl's trust and spiritual beliefs were shattered, she said in a victim impact statement that was read during the sentencing hearing.  "It made me feel like a person of no value with no voice. . . . Parts of myself are missing," she wrote.

 

Willick voluntarily gave up his role as an elder in the church several years ago, in part because of the allegations, and left the church entirely in 2004, the defense lawyer has said. He also has said Willick was not acting in his capacity as a church elder when the offences occurred.  Willick will be listed on the national sex offender registry for 10 years after he is released and must provide a DNA sample for the national data bank.

CANADA IN GENERAL: Medical emergencies in children of orthodox Jehovah’s Witness families: Three recent legal cases, ethical issues and proposals for management.  Journal of the Canadian Paediatric Society, Vol. 11, No. 10: 655-658/December 1, 2006.  By J. Guichon and I. Mitchell.  Three recent Canadian legal cases have dealt with the proposed blood transfusion of adolescent members of Jehovah’s Witness (JW) families. In each case, the court permitted transfusions if medically necessary. Much critical analysis of the issue of forced treatment of decisionally competent adolescents focuses exclusively on competence and questions why mature minors may not decide for themselves. The authors argue that a focus on decision-making competence alone is too narrow. Before one may legally give or refuse consent to medical treatment, three conditions must be met: competence, adequate information and lack of coercion. In striving to find agreement on medical treatment, physicians, patients and JW family members seek and, in fact, often achieve mutual understanding and cooperation. Coercion by actual or threatened shunning and excommunication can occur, and these factors may affect adolescent decision-making. In this context, a court order authorizing medical treatment can, therefore, be seen as enhancing patient freedom. The authors suggest that, in addition to fulfilling existing statutory duties to report a child in need of protection, health care professionals caring for acute patients of JW families should actively look for evidence that the patient has accurate medical information and is acting without coercion. The authors also explore suggestions on how to deal with the unusual complexities of such cases. http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw257.html
=BLOOD ISSUE: 

INCLUDING ANTI-BLOOD TRANSFUSION CENTERS

From wikipedia.com and other sources it appears that going into the year 2007, the USA and Canada probably had at or beyond 20,000 doctors cooperate in giving bloodless medical care to Jehovah’s Witness and about 50,000 do worldwide.  The USA has many medical centers offering bloodless medicine and surgery programs.  In 2001 there were about 200 worldwide.  http://www.jw-media.org/region/global/english/releases/health/010216.htm etc.

A list of a handful of  the hospitals and medical centers is at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloodless_surgery or seen farther below.  The staff at such facilities need educated more clearly on what is happening as more JWs keep dying and misteachings about the Bible and blood usage spread beyond JWs.  

How many JWs die annually is answered by the following: http://www.ajwrb.org/science/risks1.shtml and since it was put on the internet the numbers of those who are JWs and subject to bleeding to death have increased substantially.

Study reveals alarming death rate among JW women!  Childbirth Death Risk High in Jehovah's Witnesses.  Reuters Health/November 8, 2001.  By Charnicia E. Huggins.  ``Pregnancy is safe for women who accept blood products,'' lead study author Dr. Carl J. Saphier of Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York told Reuters Health.   Those who reject such products, on the other hand, may have an increased risk of mortality, "but it may be minimized by giving appropriate care,'' he said.   Saphier and his colleagues investigated the risk of maternal death in a study of 332 Jehovah's Witnesses who gave birth at Mount Sinai Medical Center from January 1988 through December 1999.   Nearly 400 deliveries--both vaginal and Cesarean--took place during the study period, and 24 patients (6%) experienced an obstetric hemorrhage, Saphier and his colleagues report in the October issue of the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology (news - web sites).   Two women died from the hemorrhage, corresponding to a rate of 521 deaths per 100,000 live births--a maternal death rate nearly 44 times higher than that among the general US population, the report indicates. http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw64.html
List Of Some Of The Bloodless Centers 

In The USA, and for more information try contacting ajwrb.org which may be able to give more and more precise information for the USA, Canada, the UK etc:

California: Community Hospital of Los Gatos, Los Gatos, California 



San Ramon Regional Medical Center, San Ramon, California




website: Blood Conservation Program http://www.sanramonmedctr.com/CWSContent/sanramonmedctr/ourServices/medicalServices/Blood+Conservation+Program.htm  925 275-8281


Sharp Chula Vista Mecial Center, San Diego, California 

Florida: Baptist Health Inc., Jacksonville, Florida 



Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami, Florida



Dr. Tom Bernasek was medical director of Tampa's bloodless medicine and surgery program in 2001
Georgia: Atlanta Medical Center, Atlanta, Georgia 

Maryland: Franklin Square Hospital Center, Baltimore, Maryland 

Massachusetts: Univ. of Massachusetts Memorial Medical Center’s Bloodless Medicine & Surgery Center:

Heidi Waitkus, hospital spokesperson 1999.
New Jersey: Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, Englewood, New Jersey 

 

The University Hospital, Newark, New Jersey 

Ohio: Mercy Medical Center, Canton, Ohio 

Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Washington: Kadlec Medical Center – Richland has a Bloodless Medicine and Surgery Program  (BMSP)



(800) 780-6067 x2817

Wisconsin: Meriter Hospital, Madison, Wisconsin 

Hospital Liaison Committees may be operating in 150 or more hospitals in the USA and Canada; even more worldwide.
1: Med Law. 1999;18(4):505-13. [image: image81.png]
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Links 
Bloodless surgery developments accommodate patients' choice of treatment.

· Carikas DA.

Writing Department, Hospital Information Services for Jehovah's Witnesses, South Africa.

The medical and ethical challenge of treating Jehovah's Witnesses without blood transfusions is being met by dedicated professionals around the world. Jehovah's Witnesses have assisted by setting up a research department (Hospital Information Services), with relevant information available at 100 branches world wide. They have appointed over 1,300 Hospital Liaison Committees in major medical centres throughout the world which disseminate relevant medical and legal literature to obviate misunderstandings. The members of these committees receive regular training and are internationally networked to assist medical and legal professionals and to avoid unnecessary confrontations. They already list over 90,000 doctors world wide who provide bloodless medical care. Around the world more than 190 hospitals offer bloodless medicine and surgery programmes.  PMID: 10687358 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=10687358&dopt=Abstract
NOT ALL ACTIVE JW’S AGREE WITH THE NO-EMERGENCY BLOOD POLICY

Today a majority of Jehovah's Witnesses have adopted the Watchtower organization's stance on blood transfusion. However, from its inception in 1945 to today, the doctrine has not had universal acceptance among Jehovah’s Witnesses. Over this period the Watchtower organization has received repeated requests from individual Jehovah’s Witnesses that the doctrine accept medical transfusion of donor blood.[49]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehovah's_Witnesses_and_blood" \l "_note-49#_note-49" \o "" [50] This division among Jehovah’s Witnesses was admitted by the Watchtower organization.[51] Jehovah’s Witnesses have conscientiously accepted blood transfusions contrary to Watchtower doctrine.[52] Since 1961 individual Jehovah’s Witnesses have accepted blood transfusions knowing it would make them subject to organized shunning under Watchtower doctrine.[53] In 1982, a peer-reviewed case study of a congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses was undertaken by Drs. Larry J. Findley and Paul M. Redstone to evaluate individual belief in respect to blood among Jehovah’s Witnesses. Local elders cooperated with this study by supplying names and addresses of active members and informing these members of the survey. The result showed that 12% were willing to accept transfusion therapy forbidden under Watchtower doctrine.[54] 

Other peer-reviewed studies examining medical records indicate a similar percentage of Jehovah’s Witnesses willing to accept blood therapies either for themselves or for their children.[55]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehovah's_Witnesses_and_blood" \l "_note-55#_note-55" \o "" [56] In the August 1998 issue of Academic Emergency Medicine, Donald Ridley, a Jehovah’s Witness and Watchtower staff attorney, argued that carrying an up-to-date Medical Directive card issued by the Watchtower organization indicates that the individual personally agrees with the established religious position of the Watchtower organization.[57] However, the Watchtower organization has issued letters expressing serious concern, citing reports that up to 50% of Jehovah’s Witnesses had failed to maintain up-to-date Medical Directive cards, with the result that the individual Witnesses were not protected from routine transfusions; in addition, only a small percentage had filled out the Watchtower-provided Durable Power of Attorney document.[58]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehovah's_Witnesses_and_blood" \l "_note-58#_note-58" \o "" [59]
The Watchtower organization states, “Nowadays official church dogma may bear scant resemblance to the personal beliefs of those who profess that particular religion.”[60] Commenting on their experience and study of Jehovah’s Witnesses and blood transfusion, Drs Cynthia Gyamfi and Richard Berkowitz wrote, “It is naïve to assume that all people in any religious group share the exact same beliefs, regardless of doctrine. It is well known tat Muslims, Jews and Christians have significant individual variations in their beliefs. Why should that not also be true of Jehovah’s Witnesses?”[61]  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehovah's_Witnesses_and_blood
BLOOD ISSUES LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY

At http://ajwrb.org/whatsnew/church_state.shtml  this appears:  This cutting edge legal essay critically examines one of the religion’s main publications dedicated to the blood doctrine, How Can Blood Save Your Life?. How Can Blood Save Your Life? dedicates pages to the thoughts of secular writers on the benefits of abstaining from blood. As late as December 2005, the Watchtower Society’s Kingdom Ministry recommended that its followers use How Can Blood Save Your Life to teach their children about the blood doctrine in order that their children will be able to articulate their stance in court. The essay details the misrepresentations in How Can Blood Save Your Life, by analyzing the following quotes against the original author’s (or court’s) words to determine if they are taken out of context to the point of creating a dishonest secular argument that bolsters the Watchtower Society's religious belief.

Writers:
· Joseph Priestley, The Theological and Miscellaneous Works of Joseph Priestley, vol. 2, 
· Eusebius of Ceasarea, The Ecclesiastical History, Book V
· Tertullian’s The Apology of Tertullian—Chapter IX” (Merton College, Oxford for Parker & Co 1890);
· Paul J. Voogt et. al., “Perioperative Blood Transfusion and Cancer Prognosis,” Cancer
· John S. Spratt, MD, “Blood Transfusions and Surgery for Cancer,” The American Journal of Surgery
· Tarter, “Blood transfusion and infectious complication following colorectal cancer surgery,” 790
· Lawrence Altman, MD, “Lyme Disease from a Transfusion? It’s Unlikely, but Experts are Wary,” New York Times,
· Lawrence Altman, M.D., “Scientist Fear that a Paras! ite Will Spread in Transfusion” New York Times
· Lawrence Altman, MD., “Quandary for Patients: Have Surgery, or Await Test for Hepatitis C?” New York Times,
· Bruce Lambert, “4 Cases Found of Rare Strain of AIDS Virus—Standard Test Fail to Detect the HIV-2,” New York Times
· Jerry Kolins, MD and Leo J. McCarthy, MD, Contemporary Transfusion Practice (American Association of Blood Banks 1987)
· Kolins, MD and McCarthy, MD, Contemporary Transfusion Practice
· P.J. Howell and P.A. Bamber, “Severe acute anaemia in a Jehovah Witness,” Anaesthesia
· James A. Stockman III, MD., “Anemia of Prematurity Current Concepts in the Issue of When to Transfuse,” Pediatric Clinics of North America
· Dixon B. Kaufman, “A Single-Center Experience of Renal Transplantation in Thirteen Jehovah Witnesses,” Transplantation

Court Cases
· Parham v. J.R., 442 U.S. 584 (1979) (US Supreme Court).
· In re Hofbauer, 47 N.Y. 2d 648 at 655 (NY Ct. of Appeal 1979) (New York’s Highest Court)

The essay, “Jehovah’s Witnesses, Blood Transfusions, and the Tort of Misrepresentation” does not stop here, but furthers by critically analyzing the Watchtower Society’s current blood policy misrepresentations surrounding the scope of allowed blood products, including hemoglobin and Factor VIII, and autologous blood transfusions, an issue that www.ajwrb.org has repeatedly shown.

The essay’s author, Attorney Kerry Louderback-Wood, wrote this essay after the loss of her elderly mother due, in part, to the Watchtower Society’s blood doctrine. She dedicates the essay to all the children who were harmed by the Watchtower Society’s blood policy! She wrote this essay in the hopes of saving one life. Like the first tobacco cases and Catholic church sex scandal cases, Kerry Louderback-Wood does not expect the first Jehovah’s Witness blood case to easily win. But, this essay is meant to look at where the law could go, if the State were to hold the Watchtower Society’s “freedom to misquote secular material” over the very lives of its citizens.

Jehovah's Witnesses to recite new blood directive.  Associated Press/January 26, 2006.  By Richard Ostling.  New York -- Jehovah's Witnesses are renowned for teaching that Jesus is not God and that the world as we know it will soon end. But another unusual belief causes even more entanglements - namely, that God forbids blood transfusions even when patients' lives are at stake.   The doctrine's importance will be underscored next week as elders who lead more than 98,000 congregations worldwide recite a new five-page blood directive from headquarters.   The tightly disciplined sect believes the Bible forbids transfusions, though specifics have gradually been eased over the years. Raymond Franz, a defector from the all-powerful Governing Body that sets policies for the faith, thinks leaders hesitate to go further for fear that total elimination of the ban would expose the organization to millions of dollars in legal liability over past medical cases.   The Witnesses have opposed transfusions of whole blood since 1945. A later pronouncement also barred transfusions of blood's "primary components," meaning red cells, white cells, platelets and plasma. 

An announcement in 2000 in the official Watchtower magazine, however, said that because of ambiguity in the Bible, individuals are free to decide about therapies using the biological compounds that make up those four blood components, such as gamma globulin and clotting factors that counteract hemophilia.   Next week's directive could create confusion about these compounds, known as blood "fractions."   Without noting the 2000 change, the new directive tells parents to consider this: "Can any doctor or hospital give complete assurance that blood or blood fractions will not be used in treatment of a minor?"   Aside from the new directive, a footnote in the Witnesses' standard brochure, "How Can Blood Save Your Life?," mentions the 2000 article on fractions - but then omits its contents. 

By coincidence, next week's directive follows some heavy criticism of the blood transfusion policy from attorney Kerry Louderback-Wood of Fort Myers, Fla., writing in the Journal of Church and State, published by Baylor University.  Louderback-Wood, who was raised a Witness but now has no religious affiliation, accuses her former faith of giving "inaccurate and possibly dishonest arguments" to believers facing crucial medical decisions.   Louderback-Wood complains that many Witnesses and physicians aren't given clear instruction about their faith's blood transfusion policy, particularly on the subject of fractions. 

She's no disinterested bystander. The lawyer says her mother died from severe anemia in 2004 because local elders didn't realize hemoglobin is permitted.   Louderback-wood learned that hemoglobin was allowed from the Web site of Associated Jehovah's Witnesses for Reform on Blood, which was founded i n 1997 by dissenting local elders, eight of whom served on Hospital Liaison Committees that advise Witnesses and physicians.   The founder of Associated Jehovah's Witnesses, speaking on condition of anonymity to protect his standing in a faith that does not tolerate dissent, says liaison committee members know about the revised teachings, but most Witnesses automatically refuse all forms of blood without consulting the committees. Physicians are often ill-informed about Witness beliefs, he says. 

Louderback-Wood thinks the faith is subject to legal liability for misinforming adherents, which to her knowledge is an untested theory in U.S. courts. Related issues arise in a pending lawsuit in Calgary, Alberta, however, over the alleged "wrongful death" of teenage leukemia patient Bethany Hughes.   Witnesses headquarters refused an Associated Press request to interview an expert on blood beliefs. Instead, General Counsel Philip Brumley issued a prepared statement rejecting Louderback-Wood's "analysis and conclusions" in general.  "Any argument challenging the validity of this religious belief inappropriately trespasses into profoundly theological and doctrinal matters," Brumley stated. 

The Watchtower's 1945 ban said "all worshippers of Jehovah who seek eternal life in his new world" must obey. Such edicts are regarded as divine law, since the Governing Body uniquely directs true believers. Violators risk ostracism by family and friends.  A subsequent Watchtower pronouncement forbade storage of a patient's own blood for later transfusion. In all, Associated Jehovah's Witnesses lists 20 shifts and refinements in blood-related rules over the years. 

At the core of their blood beliefs, Witnesses cite Acts 15:29, where Jesus' apostles agreed that Gentile converts should "keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols and from blood." The Witnesses also cite passages in Genesis and Leviticus.   Judaism and Christianity have always understood these scriptures to ban blood-eating for nourishment. This underlies Judaism's kosher procedures to extract blood from meat, which Witnesses do not follow. Christianity eventually decided the rule was temporary.   Experts assume that Raymond Franz's late uncle, Frederick Franz, who served anonymously as the Witnesses' chief theologian, decided those passages cover blood transfusions. But Raymond Franz raises questions about the blood policy in his book "In Search of Christian Freedom." Among them: 

Why forbid a patient's own stored blood yet permit components derived from large amounts of donated and stored blood?   Why allow organ transplants, which introduce far more foreign white blood cells than transfusions?   The Witnesses forbid plasma, which is mostly water, but allow the components in it that provide therapy. So what's the point of banning plasma?   Advances in bloodless surgery have reduced medical dangers for Witnesses in the United States, but Associated Jehovah's Witnesses maintains the blood policy is a life-threatening problem elsewhere.  Louderback-Wood says she'll be contented if her protest saves one child's life. 

http://www.rickross.com/reference/jw/jw228.html
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DEAD CHILDREN 
These are photos of children dead after obeying Watchtower Society’s (Jehovah’s Witnesses) anti-emergency blood transfusions misteaching.  They are courtesy of http://www.ajwrb.org/ which took most of them from the Awake! magazine in which the Watchtower Society brags of the dead children’s obedience.

The Associated Jehovah's Witnesses for Reform on Blood

http://www.ajwrb.org
AJWRB

The Associated Jehovah's Witnesses for Reform on Blood is a diverse group of Witnesses from many countries. Some members are presently serving as elders and Hospital Liaison Committee members or have previously served in that capacity. Additionally, other members are from the medical field or have friends or relatives who are Witnesses. All have volunteered their time and energies in an effort to bring about an end to a tragic and misguided policy that has claimed thousands of lives, many of them children.   Some contacts

Lee Elder - Lee Elder@ajwrb.org Director and Founder of AJWRB - former JW elder 

Dr. Osamu Muramoto, M.D. - muramoto@aracnet.com AJWRB medical advisor 

John - john@ajwrb.org Jehovah's Witness elder  Sam Beli - sambeli@ajwrb.org AJWRB convention coordinator - former JW elder  Ros - ros@ajwrb.org AJWRB Editor  Wayne Rogers - wayne@ajwrb.org former AJWRB public relations director  Concerned Elder - concernedelder@ajwrb.org  AJWRB Director - Latin America - former JW elder & H.L.C. member  Zack Daniels - amperage@hotmail.com -  AJWRB science advisor and researcher Ruth Baker (aka on ajwrb.org as Mary) - mary@ajwrb.org - her teenage son died after rejecting a medically necessary transfusion. Haelcer - haelcer01@wp.pl - former Polish JW edler and HLC member

Elder L.  The Associated Jehovah's Witnesses for Reform on Blood.

In their responses to Dr Osamu Muramoto (hereafter Muramoto) Watchtower Society (hereafter WTS) spokesmen David Malyon and Donald Ridley (hereafter Malyon and Ridley), deny many of the criticisms levelled against the WTS by Muramoto. In this paper I argue as a Jehovah's Witness (hereafter JW) and on behalf of the members of AJWRB that there is no biblical basis for the WTS's partial ban on blood and that this dissenting theological view should be made clear to all JW patients who reject blood on religious grounds. Such patients should be guaranteed confidentiality should they accept whole blood or components that are banned by the WTS. I argue against Malyon's and Ridley's claim that WTS policy allows freedom of conscience to individual JWs and that it is non-coercive and non-punitive in dealing with conscientious dissent and I challenge the notion that there is monolithic support of the WTS blood policy among those who identify themselves as JWs and carry the WTS "advance directive".

PMID: 11055042 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE]

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=11055042&query_hl=2&itool=pubmed_DocSum
CANADA IN GENERAL: 

Mary of Canada wrote: “I friend of mine was briefly stalked by the local elders when he and his wife split up.  They were both inactive and hadn't gone to the KH in about 3 years, but my friend's brother (a die-hard Dub) informed the local elders that he was "seeing a worldly girl" (gasp!).  Anyway, two elders sat outside his house for a couple of hours one night.  He could see them clearly and thought "what a bunch of assholes".  He took a couple of boxes of stuff that was his wife's, put it in his car and drove it over to his brother in law's house.  The elders followed, obviously hoping to catch him in the act of visiting a girl at night.  He walks right up to their car, banged on the window and say "...What the f*ck do you think you're doing?"  After sputtering and spewing, they took off like a bat out of hell.
Incredibly, the morons tried the same thing a few nights later.  So my friend simply phoned the police and told them that he was being stalked by people from his former church and gave his address.  The cops came up, knocked on their car window, said something and they left, never to return.  I'm not sure what the laws are in the States, but up here in Canada, it's illegal to stalk someone unless you're law enforcement, or a licensed P.I.  You can be charged.
My advice to anyone who thinks they're being stalked by anyone from the Hall?  Phone the police.  If you see them sitting outside your home, or following you on foot---phone the cops.  One phonecall is usually all it takes to get these self-righteous fools off your back.” 

http://www.jehovahs-witness.com/11/123623/1.ashx
AUGUST 23, 2004
JEHOVAH'S WITNESS

Daphine Hobbs' family has lost it's case against a Toronto surgeon who allowed her to die in 1996 from blood lose during a hysterectomy. Hobbs was a Jehovah's Witness who signed a waiver saying she didn't want to receive a blood transfusion because of her religious beliefs.

http://www.the-garret.com/cultsandtheoccult01-04.htm
THE JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES BLOOD ISSUE AND

CHILDREN IN CANADA

The following link is to a professional legal article that is in both English and French:  En Anglais et Francais: http://www.pulsus.com/Paeds/11_10/Pdf/guic_ed.pdf
It includes a list of references at the end for some important court rulings etc.  Although it notes that it is not to be copied, at least in the United States copyright law allows some fair usage quoting of the material.    For example note:

B.H. v. Alberta (Director of Child Welfare) [2002] A.J. No. 518.

C.U. v. McGonigle [2003] A.J. No 238.

Director of Child Welfare v. S.J.B.  2005 BCPC 0105. 
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Supreme Court of Canada
Greenlees v. Attorney-General for Canada, [1946] S.C.R. 462
Date: 1946-05-20

SUPREME COURT AND SOME OTHER DECISIONS IN CANADA INVOLVING JW’S

http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/scc-eliisa/search?language=EN&documentScope=judgment&documentScope=news&documentScope=bulletin&all=Jehovah%27s
Note: Canada provides “legal aid” (free lawyer services) to those in need but without a lot of income.  To find out more: http://www.canlaw.com/legalaid/aidoffice.htm
For one in Calgary, for example, try http://www.legalaid.ab.ca/Contact+Legal+Aid/Calgary+Office.htm
LEO GREENLEES, WHO LATER BECAME A WATCHTOWER GOVERNING BODY MEMBER, LOST A SUPREME COURT CASE IN CANADA:
Leo Kincaid Greenlees (Plaintiff) Appellant;
and
Attorney-General of Canada (Defendant) Respondent.
1946: May 13, 20.

Present: Kerwin, Hudson, Taschereau, Rand and Estey JJ.

ON APPEAL FROM THE COURT OF APPEAL FOR ONTARIO.

Appeal—Jurisdiction—Liability to military service—Exemption of “a minister of a religious denomination”—Action by member of Jehovah’s Witnesses to be declared within exemption—Dismissal of action—Petition for leave to appeal—“Rights in future”—Supreme Court Act, Section 41(c).

The appellant brought an action against the Attorney-General of Canada, claiming a declaration that he was “a minister of a religious denomination,” to wit. Jehovah’s Witnesses, within the meaning of section 3, subs. 2 (c), of the National Selective Service Mobilization Regulations, 1944, and that, therefore, the Regulations did not apply to him. The trial judge held that, even assuming that the Jehovah’s Witnesses were “a religious denomination”, the appellant was not “a minister” thereof; and that judgment was affirmed by the appellate court. The appellant moved for special leave to appeal to this Court, under the provisions of section 41 (c) of the Supreme Court Act.
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Held that this Court has no jurisdiction to grant leave, and the application must be refused, on the ground that the appellant’s present or future pecuniary or economic rights are not in controversy in this appeal. The decision appealed from is confined to the point that the appellant is not “a minister of a religious denomination”, and the mere possibility that a lower Court might inappropriately use it against the appellant in connection with any rights he may have under other statutory enactments cannot alter the fact that, in the present appeal, his future rights are not involved.

MOTION for leave to appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada from a judgment of the Court of Appeal for Ontario[1], affirming the judgment of the trial judge, Hogg J.[2] and dismissing an action for a declaration that the appellant is exempt from the application of the National Selective Service Mobilization Regulations.
W.G. How for the motion.

W.R. Jackett contra.

The judgment of the Court was delivered by

KERWIN J.:—L.K. Greenless brought an action against the Attorney-General for Canada, claiming a declaration that he is a minister of a religious denomination within the meaning of section 3, subsection 2, of the National Selective Service Mobilization Regulations, 1944. By subsection 1, the Regulations are stated to apply to such age classes, or parts of age classes, of men as the Governor in Council may, from time to time, by proclamation in the Canada Gazette, designate for the purpose. Then comes subsection 2, which so far as material provides:

(2) Notwithstanding subsection 1, these regulations shall not apply to the following:—

* * *

(c) a regular clergyman or a minister of a religious denomination.

A preliminary objection was raised that the appellant was not entitled to bring the action but the trial judge, Mr. Justice Hogg2, concluded that he had jurisdiction and that it came within such cases as Dyson v. Attorney-General[3]. However, while inclining to the view that
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there is a religious denomination known as Jehovah’s Witnesses, he held that the plaintiff was not a “minister” of that denomination, and dismissed the action.

Upon appeal to the Court of Appeal for Ontario[4], the Chief Justice of the province, writing the judgment of the Court, expressed no opinion upon the preliminary objection. He concluded that notwithstanding the stand taken by Jehovah’s Witnesses as to “religion”, it would be proper to say that the word “religious” in Regulation 3(2(c)) might be applied to them. He had more difficulty with the question whether they constituted a denomination, and he concluded that he was far from satisfied that, the onus being upon the plaintiff to bring himself within an exception, the evidence warranted a finding that those calling themselves “Jehovah’s Witnesses” constituted a “religious denomination” within the meaning of the Regulation. That was sufficient for the dismissal of the appeal but he agreed with the conclusion arrived at by Mr. Justice Hogg that, even assuming they were a religious denomination, the appellant was not a minister thereof.

The plaintiff sought leave from the Court of Appeal for leave to appeal from its decision but that leave was refused. He then applied to this Court for special leave and admitted that the only provision giving this Court power to grant leave must be found in clause (c) of section 41, Supreme Court Act, reading as follows:

(c) the taking of any annual rent, customary or other fee, or other matters by which rights in future of the parties may be affected; or

Mr. How endeavoured to distinguish the decision of this Court in Bland v. Agnew[5], where it was held that section 41, when enacted substantially in its present form in 1920 by chapter 32, section 2, did not profess in terms to introduce any change in the well-settled practice that no appeal would lie unless the matter in controversy involved or affected something in the nature of a pecuniary or economic interest, present or future. It was there held that there was no jurisdiction in this Court to grant special leave to appeal from the Court of Appeal for British Columbia dismissing the applicant’s appeal from an order allowing the adoption by respondents of the applicant’s daughter.
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Mr. How argued that this rule had been broadened by this Court since that decision, and he referred to Forcier v. Coderre[6], Christie v. The York Corporation[7] and Le Comité Paritaire v. Dominion Blank Book Company Limited[8]. In the first of these cases the application was actually refused and the statement of the present Chief Justice, at page 551:—

si la règle nisi avait été maintenue, la liberté du sujet serait en jeu, et nous serions probablement d’avis que le litige soulève une question suffisamment importante,

must be read in the light of what was involved, viz., the title to real estate under clause (d) of section 41. In the Christie case7 there was an economic interest involved as the plaintiff claimed, among other things, damages, while in the third case, the judgment at the trial was finally restored, as would appear by a reference to the report of that decision[9], wherein, besides other relief, damages in the sum of $33.80 had been ordered to be paid. None of these decisions has made any inroads upon the principle set forth in Bland v. Agnew[10].

Mr. How then sought what would really amount to a reversal of the jurisprudence of this Court in connection with applications for special leave to appeal under section 41 (c) by emphasizing the fact that the paragraph speaks of matters by which rights in future of the parties “may” be affected; and he suggested that the plaintiff’s right to exemption as a minister or clergyman in charge of a diocese, parish or congregation under Rule A to the First Schedule to the Income War Tax Act, or his claim to a railway pass under the provisions of the Railway Act, or his standing under various other enactments might be affected. That overlooks that Bland v. Agnew5 merely reiterates the well-settled jurisprudence set forth in a line of decisions, some of which are there referred to, that it is the matter in controversy in the appeal that must be looked at, and the mere fact, that, even in a case sought to be appealed to this Court, a judgment would deal with incidental matters involving a condemnation in money, would not give the Court jurisdiction to entertain the appeal.
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Furthermore, the decision of the Court of Appeal in the present case is that within section 3, subsection 2 (c) of the National Selective Service Mobilization Regulations, 1944, Jehovah’s Witnesses is not a religious denomination and the plaintiff is not a minister. It is confined to that point and the mere possibility that notwithstanding the explicit words of the Chief Justice of Ontario, a lower Court might inappropriately use it against the plaintiff in connection with one of the other matters referred to cannot alter the fact that the plaintiff’s present or future economic rights are not in controversy in this appeal.

On the ground that we have no jurisdiction to grant leave, the application must be refused.

Leave to appeal refused.
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